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ABSTRACT

The purrose of this thesis is to study about the general
condition of sugarcane growers and the procedures in granting
agricultural credit to sugarcane growers by financial institutions.
The research is based on the study of all documents related to
the subject, inquired from knowledgeable people in this area
such as the sugarcane growers, the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives'! officers, commercial banks'! officers,
the Sugarcane Growers Cooperative Federation Limited's officers

and the Sugar Institute's officers.

The first part of the study is to study about the general
condition of sugarcane growers such as the size of family, the
size of cultivable land, the age and experiences of sugarcane
growers, the occupation of land, the grouping of sugarcane growers,

income, expenses and other problems of sugarcane farming,.

The latter part is to sfudy about the source of funds,

the interest rate and security, the loan period, the growers'



ability to pay the debt and the procedures in granting agricul.
tural credit of financial institutions such as the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, commercial banks,
cooperatives and agricultural groups. The use of resources from

financial institutions is estimated.

From this study, it appears that the average number of
members in sugarcane grower familles is 7 persons, while the
average age of the family head is 48 years cld. The plantation
area is mostly under 35 rai, About 33,4 percent of growers have
been in the business for less than 3 years. As for land~-ownership,
25,7 percent of sugarcane growers have not yet been granted any
official document. On average earnings amount to 1,905 baht per
ral while éxpenses total 1,424.19 baht per rai., One distinguished
feature of sugarcane growers is their ability to form collective
groupihgs, the most notable ones at present being the Federal
Association of Sugarcane growers of Thailand and the Sugarcane
Growers Cooperative Federation Limited. However, sugarcane
growers often face many problems such as dry climate, shortage
of manpower, lack of funds and fluctuations in prices of sugar-

cane, to name but a few,

As regards the source of funds, about 47.5 percent of
sugarcane growers obtained credit from financial institutions
and the rest from non institutional sources. Maturity periods
are less than 1 year and most of the growers are capable of

repaying thelr debts.
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