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ABSTRACT

Pineapple canning industry, which contributed over
90 percent of total fruit camning industry in Thailand in
1980, is one of the agro-industries that enjoys the promotion
privileges from the Thai government. Easy access to raw
materials which are availgble in the country; together with
competitive labor cost, the increasing demand of foreign
markets; have been the main factors leading to the setting
up of more canneries; Though many plants are facing a host
of obstacles, the canning industry continues to grow rapidly.

The objectives of this thesis are to study the
characteristics and structure of pineapple canning industry
in Thailand and to study the Thai canned pineappnle production
and trade with foreign countries in the past, at present,
and the futﬁre trends, including obstacles and problems.

The author has gathered the necessary data for this
thesis through personal interviews with the knowledgeable

persons in this field, and reviews of the professional



Journals including research reports available to date from
various sources, From the analysis of the data, indicate
that most plants are unable to secure sufficient amount of
the fruit to keep the plants in full operation throughout
the year. This is due to factors; First, the fruit yield
per rai of the pineapple plantations is low, Secondly, the
size of the fruit does not meet fhe requirements of the
plants, Thirdly; widespread price-cutting practices are
found to exist among the exporters of canned pineapple to
foreign markets, PFinally trade information and market
research activities are still seriously lacking, The author
of this thesis believes that the government can play a major
role in solving the proilems by taking up the responsibilities
of market information gathering and distributing and
encouraging the pineapple canners and exporters to join the
membership of the Preserved Foods Manufacturers Association
so that the minimum prices can be jointly set by the members.,
Besides, the canners and the exporters should make more
efforts to arrive at the optimal marketing mix for their
products. More emphasis should especially be given to the
sale perotions; marketing research, pricing and product

quality,
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