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Abstract
Purpose

This research was conducted in order to investigate vocational
school students' concepts of citizenship in a democracy, methods employed
by teachers in developing such concepts, differences in these concepts,
the relation between teaching methods and sex and students' concepts
regarding citizenship in a democracy. The final purpose of this research
was to formulate recommendations as to the method of teaching civics in

developing favourable concepts regarding citizenship in a democracy.

Methodology

A sample of 320 lower certificate level students were randomly
drawn from 4 government and 4 private vocational schools in Bangkok during
1977. 1In addition, the 13 teachers instructing these students also
provided data. Two questionnaires were designed to measure students’
concepts of citizenship in a democracy (r = .903) and teaching methods
employed in developing students' concepts of citizenship. Data were
analyzed using percentage, chi-square tests, one way analysis of variance,

Duncan tests, and means.



Results

1. Most students have correct concepts of citizenship'in a demo-

cracy in 13 areas but failed to identify 11 areas correctly.

2. Sex differences were found in 22 areas but not in 28 other

areas (P < .05 or .0l1)

3. Male students were found to have very correct concepts in 7
areas and slightly correct concepts in 14 areas. Female students,
however, were found to have very correct concepts in 23 and slightly

correct concepts 10 areas.

4. Opinions and behaviors related to good citizenship differed
significantly between students with high and low concept scores

(P < .05 or .01)

5. The most frequently used teaching methods in developing proper
concepts regarding citizenship were, in order, lecture, discussion using
news and current events, instruction based on texts, guestion-posing,
student research, student participation, problem-solving, role-playing,

simulation, use of resource persons, and use of instructional materials.

6. The concepts of students in the 8 sample schools differed
significantly (P < .05). The different teaching methods used by teachers
in the various schools resulted in different concepts on the part of the
students. Several of the methods were used by most all schools, while
several similar methods were used by many schools. And some methods

were used differentially by the schools.
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