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Thesis Title Factors Influencing the Attitudes of Parents in Rural

Thailand Towerds the Marriage of Their Children
Name Miss Vimala Chiamsakol, Department of Social Studies

Academic Year 1972

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the socio-economic and
demographic factors which influence the sttitudes of parents in rural
Thailand towards the marrisge of their children. Aspects of marrisge
that are examined include the ideal age at marriage, residence after
marriage, and mate selection.

Deta came from /the first wrural round of the National Longitudi-
nal Survey of Social, Hconomic, and Demographic Change in Thailand con-
ducted by the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University,
April - May 1969, The sample is a stratified selection of 1 s 2000 of
households in rural areas. Collection of data is by means of administer-
ing questionnaires to the head of househelds and their wives and also to
every ever-married women in the family. This thesis examines statistical
relationships between various factors and parents' attitudes.

Tt was found that occupation is the main economic factor which
influences the parents' attitude touards the ideal age of their children
at marriage. Parents who are farmers wanted their children to marry
carlier than those of other occupations. The occupational factor is also
related to the attitude towards the place of residence of their children
after marriage. The parents of the farmer group wanted the married off-

spring and their spouse to live with them in the same household while



those of other occupations wanted the married couple to maintain a
saperate household. Thé number of living children has quite a significant
effect on the parents' attitude towards place of residences a higher
percentage of the parents with a small number of living children would
like their sons and/or daughters-in-law to live with them than parents
with large number of living children.,

Another economic factor affecting the parents' attitude towards
the ideal age at marriage is economic statuss The parents from poor fami-
lies tend to prefer earlier marriages than those from an average or well-
off families. -

One sociological factor significantly related to the parents'
attitude towards ideal age gt marriage is educational level, Parents
with higher education preferred their children to marry at a later age
than those with lower educations

Other sociological factors such as the parents'place of residence
after marriage and the belief in the supernstural have no significant in-
fluence on the desired place of residence of their children after marriage
or on attitudes towards mate selection,

The chief Demographic factor which influenced the parents' atti-
tude towards ideal age at marriage of their children is the parents' own
age. Parents in the older age group would like their children to
marry at a later age than parents in the younger age group. There is no
relationship between the parents;age at first marriage and the ideal age
at marriage for their children.

Thus it can be concluded that the factors most strongly affect-
ing the parents' attitudes concerning ideal age at marriage, residence
after marriage, and mate selection are occopational factors, economic status,

educational level, the parents'own age, and the number of living children.
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