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Thesis Title Basic Behaviors in Self-Reliance of Young
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Department, Psychology
Academic Year 1977
Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study basic behaviors
in self-reliance of young rural children in northern and northeastern
regions, The basic behaviors were : locomotion, eating, putting on
clothes, oputting off clothes, passing water, moving bowels, sleeping,
hand washing and playing, Bach behavior was studied in four situations
¢ independence, mother's interference, motﬁer's enforcement and
mother's scolding, according to the variables of sex, birth order,
economic-status, and region., The subjects were 96 rural children
who were from the ages of 2 years and 3 months to 3 years and 5 months,
The research instruments used in this study were questionnaire and
interview , The data were presented in percent aze .+ The
differences of percentage in each variable were tested by either

a Z test or chi souare.



The research indicated that most of subjects could
always rely on themselves in passing water, moving bowels, hand
washing, eating, nlaying and locomotion. Vhey could sometimes
help themselves in putting on and putting off clothes; but théy still
could not go to bed bv themselves, The significant differences
between subjects in each variable were found as follows : (1) The
percentages of the boys refusing mothers' interference in eating
and playing were bicher than those of the girls ( p <.01)

(2) The percentace of the vounger-born children that cloud always
eat by themselves was higher than that of the first-born ones

(p < +05), ard that the percentage of younger-born children
refusing mother'§ interference in eating was higher than that of

the first-born children ( p ¢ .05). (3) In the behaviors of passing
water and moving bowels, The percentages of low economic-status
children that could always rely on themselves were higher than those
of the high-economic status ones ( p <:.05), and the percentages

of low economic-status children that had never been enforced by
mothers to put off clothes and to pass water were higher than those
of the high economic-status children ( p < .01) and ( p <.05)
respectivelv, (L) The percentases of the northern children that
could always rely on themselves in eating and playing were higher
than those of the northeastern ones ( p <+05). The percentage of

the northeastern children that could not go to bed by themselves
was higher than that of the northern ones ( p & .05), and the

percentage of the northern children that refused mother's interference



in playing was hicgher than that of the northeastern ones ( p < +05).
The percentage of the northern children that could always rely on
themselves whenever enforced by mothers in passing water was higher
than that of the northeastern ones ( p (_.05), and the percentages of
the northern children that had never been scolded by mothers in
eating and putting on clothes were higher than those of the

northeastern ones ( o < .05) and in sleeping and playing ( p 01).
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