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Thesis Title Social Classes and Psychoses,
Name Mrs., Supatra Pecharamuni, Department. Social Studies

Academic Year 1974,

ABSTRACT

The major purpose of this study is to find the relationship
between social classes and psych-ses both in terms of their
incidences and kinds, utilizing data from the Psychiatric Census of
Sri Thanya Hospital. Attempts are also made to find if there are
any differences in the kinds of treatment given to mental patients
coming from different social classes, The secondary purpose is to
find the relationship between psychoses and various variables; such
as, age, sex, domicile, maritel status, economic status, occupations
and education levels of patients,

Economic statuses, education and occupation are used as
indicators for identifying social classes, Those with stable
economic status, high education and stable occupations are considered
to be in the higher class, On the contrary, those with unstable
economic status, low education and unstable occupations are
considered to belong to the lower class. In this study, social
classes are conceived to consist of 3 levels : high, middle and low

level,



The main purpose of this study is to find out whether social
classes has any relationship with the incidences, kinds of psychosis

and kinds of treatment received by the patients,

The findings may be listed 2s follows : =~

1. Social classes are significantly related to the incidences
of psychosis. Those in the lewer middle class with unstable econonic
status,primary education and unstable occupations has highest rate of
mental illness.

2. Social classes are related to the kinds of psychoses. It
is found from this study, that Thai people have been mostly effected
by 2 kind of psychoses calléd Schizophrenia, and the highest rate is
found among the lower middle class.

3. Social classes are not related to the kinds of treatment.
Patients from different classes receive the same kinds of treatment.
No significant differences are found,

4, The incidences of psychoses are related to these variables,

i.eo,

a. Sex ; . Males are more susceptiblé to psfchoses
tﬂan females,

b. Age : Those in theﬂégé group between 35 = 39
have the highest rate ;f psychosis.

ce Marital status : The hichest rate is among the singles.

d. Domicile : Residents in Bangkok areas have a

higher rate of psychosis than those

in other areas,



e« Education @ The highest rate is among those with
primary education

f. Economic status : Those with unstable economic status
heve o higher rate of psychosis
than those wiht stable economis status,

g« Occupation ¢ It is found that the highest rate is
among agriculturists, However, this
rate (24,5 percent) is still much
lower than 80, the approximate
proportion of the agriculturists in the
total population. On the other hand,
the non-agricultural workers, both

* unskilled and skilled, have a rate of

psychoses much higher than their
proportion in the total populaticn (20.5
¢ 15), Therefore we can say with some
confidence that the non-agricultural
worker have a higher rate of psychosis

than agriculturists.
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