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Thesis Title Social Distance in Southern Thailand
Name Sumanat Jitpituk  Department of Social Studies

Academic Year 1976
ABSTRACT

Through‘ the use of a modified Bogardus Social Distance
Scale, this study attempts to measure the attitudes of southern
university students toward 32 cultural and political groups.
Social Distance Scores for the group of students were determined
and were also classified by sex, age, religion, residence and
family backgrounds.

Four hypotheses were formulated and tested in this study
and the results are as follows:

1) The dats supported the hypothesis that womeﬁ showed
higher score (3.34) than men (3.04) and the difference was
significant at .10 level.

2) The hypothesis that there was no difference in social
distance scores between Buddhists and Moslems was rejected.

The data indicated that the scores were 2.2 and 1.2 for Moslems
and Buddhists respectively; and the difference was significant

at .01 level.



3) In contrasting with Cowgill's study in 1965, this
research showed that the students reacted unfavorably toward
the Japanese and the Americans. In terms of scores, they were
2.9 for the Japanese and 3.1 for the Americans as compared
with 1.8 for both comtries in Cowgill's research.

4) The data also gave partial swpport to the hypothesis
that Cambodians received somewhat lower score than did in 1965
(4.2 instead of 4.7). This research, however, did not agree
with Cowgill's findings that the students showed more favorable
social distance responses to the Vietnamese. The results of
this study indicated that the students showed negative attitudes
toward the Vietnamese and that the score was highest among the

32 nationalities (4.3).
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