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.5 T5.tle  “llodernity; A comparative Study of rural and urban
commnities in Changwat Chonburi®,

dame Mrs, Suriya Veerawong Department of Sociology and

Anthropology

Academic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to see how rural and urban
people of different socio-econowic and demographic backgrounds differ
in values towards modernism, This is not an attenpt to test any

spscific hypothesis,

The data used was collected as a subproject of the project
“4 Study of Institutional and Human Resource Development in Chonburi,?
conducted by Chulalongkorn University, Social Science Research
Institute, June 1971 = June 1973, The methods used in Collecting data
were survey, purposive sampling, participant observation and questionmeire.
The questionnaire about values of modernism was based on the study of
Joszph A, Kahl,

The results of this study in general indicate that Chonburi
is at a transitional stagé, changing from traditional society to modern
society, Chonburi is developing and is being industrialized, urbanized
and modernized, The changing conditions are seen in agricultural
patlern, industrial pattern, division of labor, state of technology,
degree of urbanization, ete, Furthermore the economy is changing

from subsistence economy to world econony,

The findings in this study which concentrates on the value
of modernism show that urban people tend to be more modern than rural

people. Important factors that influence wuodern values directly are



levels of education and participation in mass media, Economic =nd
cenographic factors appear to have influence on values of modernism
of urban people. The difference is greater between different socio-
econonic groups. But such difference is gquite undetected among rural
peovle, Hence such factors seem not to have influence on their valucs
of modernism, Furthermore, the social values which have boen seen to
be the most indicative of changes toward modernity are “participation
in mass media®, “integrétion with relatives”, and “activism', ¥hen
the social values are used to weasure degree of modernity, the people
in Chonburi belong to the middle group and the hizher group more than
the lower group, This meens that people are now developing ideas

and forming values toward modernity, A few traditional values are

left but have the tendency to persist less and less,
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