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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at a systematic and detailed study of
+he development of the Congregation of Bhikshunis from its

beginning to its decline. It is divided into 5 chapters.

Chapter I is an introduction discussing a background of
the nature of the problems leading to this research and the
benefits which should result from this work. Chapter 2 describes
the leadership and serious efforts of a number of women for the
establishment of the Congregation of Bhikshunis and the difficulty
involved before the permission of the Buddha could be obtained.
The chepter also gives the details of the ordination ceremony,
rules of conduct and the way of living of Bhikshunis.

Chapter 3 deals with the various roles of Bhikshunis
within the Buddhis® Communities, such as religious rites to be
performed by the Bhikshunis and their relation with the Bhikshus
in the Buddhist Order. It also gives an evaluation of the

advantages and disadvantages to the Buddhist Order as the result



of this establishment of the Bhikshuni Congregation. The chapter
also lists the special accomplishments of the major Bhikshunis.
The decline of Bhikshuni Congregation from the Buddhist
Communities is discussed in chapter 4. This is due to various
causes, such as the excessively strict rules and regulations
to be observed by the Bhikshunis, the general trend of laxity
in conduct as well as the encroachment of the popular supersti~
tious belief into the Congregation, the political situation of
the days and the physical limitations inherent in the female
nature. The time of the decline of this Congregation is also
discussed in this chapter. Chapter 5 is the concluding chapter,

with suggestions for further research.
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