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ABSTRACT

This research aims at studying the nature of group
formation of the convicted delinquents in the Training School
for Boys (Ban Karuna). It is conspicuous that these characteristic
patterns of peer groups are quite different from those outside the
school in view of the fact that inmates are living in & highly
regtrictive social environment wherein stringent external
controls are maintained over their behaviour, While under the
Jurisdiction of such a system, groupings of boys tend to ke

based on the need for matual support and protection.

The two bundred subjects in the sample under study are
token from youths in The Training Schocl for Boys, Ban Karuna,

a guMdivision of the Observation and Protection Centre under



the Central Juvenile Court., Interview schedules were used to
obtain the main body of data and the inmates' personal records

were taken as a supplementary information.

Findings :
1) Concerning their backgrounds, most of the children

come from poor families or broken homes and are not found to
have any edncation or substantial occupation.

2) With respect to their group formation and their
attachment to the group, it was found that closed friendship
groups range from two to ten members end that intimacy results
from their coming from the same district and sharing the same

kind of life in the dormitory.

The research does not support hypothesis No. 1: Children
who have regular home contact or family visits tend to form
groups while children who rarely have them are less likely to
belong to a group., It was found that there is no relationship

between the two variables.

The result also contradicts the hypbthesis No. 2:
children who scarcely have home contact or family visits tend
to maintain stronger group attachment than those who have them

regularly.

The result, however, reveals a relationship between the
longth of stay and the degree of peer group attachment, This,
of course, supports the hypothesis No. 31 Children staying in

the Training School for & relatively longer time(more than six



months to one year) will maintain a higher degree of group
attechment than those with only rather short period (one to six
months) as well as those with quite long period of time (more

then one year).

3. With regards to the transmigsion of crime-comitting
techniques, it was found that children have exchanged their
experiences of delinquency with each other by words anq/or
demonstration, Children who are recidivists and with longer
length of stay (75 %) will usually be trainer or trensmitter
while the newcomers with shorter sentence terms and/or first
time committing to the School (65.8%) who are not familiar
with the place or have little delinquent experiences, will

become recepients of the knowledge and techniques.

In addition, there are 49.5 percent of immates who have
a strong tendency to use in the future the transmitted
techniques in the larger society. Only 31.5 percent gave
negative answers saying that they will not imitate because they
intend to refrain completely from delinquent activity. The rest
or 19.0 percent answered negatively by giving gome other
reasons,

4. Concerning sttitudes towards their peer groups after
release, about 87.0 percent of inmates préfer to continue
associating with some of their closed friends. There is a
certain number of children’(45.7 %) from the training school
who will be most likely to join together as groups. The rest

want to go back to their intimate old friends outside the Institution.



It is worth noting that among the children (174 subjects)
who answered that they don't have good friends in the school
but only outside and have good friends outside more than inside,
73.5 percent admitted that their closed friends (outside the

Institution) are juvenile delinquents.

Finally, we may reach the conclusion that inmates
released from the Training School (Ban Karuna) have a strong
tendency to become recidivists or commit delinquent acts again
in the near future whenever necessary or under the pressure of

financial and social problems.
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