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ABSTRACT

Since March 1975, Thailand has to bear the burden
of unabated influx of Indochinese refugees, especially
the so called "land people", which numbering over 150,000
(as of June 1979), creates = great deal of economic, social,
financial and security problems to the country. The Thai
Government, despite its clearly stated policy of not permitting
the entry of refugees, has not been able to fully exercise
measures to deter the inflow of these people. It was the
humanitarian considerations that prompt Thailand to be flexible

in the implementation of such policy.

Not being a party to any general conventions on
refugees, Thailand is therefore not legally obliged to conform

with the provisions thereof in the treatment of these refugees.



The geographical and humanitarian reasons have
left Thailand with no other alternatives but to grant
temporary asylum to these people. In the absence of
specific Acts on refugees, Thailand is obliged to make
shift of her Immigration Act, B.E. 2493, in dealing with
refugee problems. These unfortunate people have thus to
stand trial as illegal entrants and once a verdict is given,
they would be sent to various Displaced Persons Centres
along the border pending repatriation or resettlement in

third countries.

As the problem has increasingly been more acute,
Thailand has to resort to international assistance, be it
from international organizations such as the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and voluntary agencies or
third countries, for instance, the United States, France,
Australia, Japan etc. In exchange of such assistance,
Thailand has been compelled to accept certain international
obligations, ®«g., the principle of non-refoulement and the
voluntary repatriation or resettlement. Such obligations
has become a restriction for the Thailand in the exercise

of her sovereignty.

Insofar as repartriation of refugees is concerned,

efforts have been made to repatriate Loatian refugees but



no such action has really been substantiated, due to
certain unfavorable political atmosphere. With respect
to the resettlement in third countries, it is evident
from the fact that very few countries have offerred to
accept these refugees, inadequate attention has thus far
been given to this matter by the international community,

although the problem is obviously of international character,

This situation clearly indicates the future trénd of
this problem that if the repatriation or resettlement of
refugees is still outweighed by the exodus of refugees into
Thailand, there will surely be a ramnant in Thailand of a
large number of unskilled refugees who left after the
selection by third countries with whom the Government of
Thailand would feel obliged to accommodate., Thus, a long-term

policy to deal with this future problem is a must,
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