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Thesis Title A Comparative Study of Infant Mortality Between
Rural and Urban Areas in Thailand.
Name Miss Endo Sirijeamrata.

Academic Year 1976

Abstract

The purpose of this study are: (i) To examine the relation-
ship between socio - economic Factors and infant mortality, (ii) To
ascertain the influence of infant mortality upon the desire for
additional children, Therefore, it was hypothesized that the
infant mortality would reverselly varywith the socio = economic
status of family, and the infant mortality would also influence
the desire for additional children of the married couple.

The data used were derived from the Longitudinal Survey of
Social, Economic and Demographic Change in Thailand in both rural
and urban areas, conducted by the Institute of Population Studies,
Chulalongkorn University during April - May 1969 and 1970 respec -
tively. The household heads, their wives and all ever married women

aged less than 60 years old in each sample household were interviewed.




The relationship between the infant mortality and the socio-
economic, demographic characteristic and the sanitary practices of
the household heads and the mothers (ever married women) was
examined, It was found that the household heads and the mothers
in rural areas experienced a higher proportion of infant mortality
than those in urban areas.

As fur as economic factor was concerned, there was an
inverse relationship between the economic status of the household
heads and infant mortality. For example, the household head that
had 7 or more live births, eighty - seven percent of those in the
low economic status had infant mortality, whereas only fifty - seven
percent of those in the middle economic status did so. But in
urban areas the pattern of infant mortality was found somewhat
different to that of rural areas, i. e. forty - five and fifty - six
percent of those in the low and middle economic status reported they
had infant deaths respectively.

It was found that in both rural and urban areas, educational
level of mothers was correlated with the infant mortality. For
instance, only twenty - nine and eighteen percent of rural and urban
mothers who finished.grade 4 or more experienced infant mortality.
For the rural mothers who finished beloyé;ade 4 and the uneducated
forty - two percent of those had infang deaths and twenty - four

percent of those in urban areas did so.




Concerned with age at first marriage of the mothers, the
data from both rural and urban areas revealed that the higher and
the lower age at first marriage of the women might have effect on
infant mortality. For example, women with 7 or more live births
who married at aged 27 or older and those married at aged between
15 and 17 had a considerable high proportion of infant mortality,
i. €. eighty - three and seventy - one percent in rural areas and
fifty - seven and forty eight percent in unban areas respectively.

It was found that in both urban and rural areas, women who
had a more proper sanetary practice had fewer infant deaths. For
example, women who used water from astesian well and water from
tap for drinking had lower percentage of infant mortality than those
used water from canalor well water or rain water. It was also
appeared that women had their births delivered by a granny midwife
or their mothers or their husbands or themselves had a higher
proportion of infant deaths than those were attended by a medically
trained midwife, nurse or doctor.. =

With respect to the desire for adcditional children of the
married couples that experienced infant deaths, the data suggestcd
that infant mortality had no influence on the desire for additional
children. This was true in both the countryside and cities. The

more living children the couple have, the more likely they do not

want any additional children,
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