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##4787156451: MAJOR DEMOGRAPHY

KEY WORD: GASOHOL / ENERGY USE / UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL
SUPAPORN KUMRUANGRIT: GASOHOL USE BY UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL IN
BANGKOK. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST PROF ACHARA ENTZ, 118 pp.
ISBN 974-14-2741-7

Gasohol is an alternative energy for saving fuel, a major factor of human activities performing.
This research aims to study gasohol use of university personnel in Bangkok and to investigate factors
influencing their uses. A cross-sectional survey, applying the diffusion of innovation theory for its
conceptual framework, included 546 samples of Chulalongkorn University and Assumption University.
The data were collected through self-administered questionnaires from September to October 2006.

There are 40.5 percent of the samples who have used gasohol in the past six months prior to the
survey. Simple logistic regression analyses show that samples’ household size, personal modernization
level, perceived problems from fuel price, exposure to mass-media, interpersonal media and ad hoc
media regarding gasohol, perceived property of gasohol, perceived accessibility to gasohol and attitude
towards gasohol, each, has a positive influence on uses at the 0.05 statistically significant level. Age, on
the other hand, has a negative influence. However, multiple regression analysis shows that only
samples’ household size, exposure to interpersonal media regarding gasohol, perceived property of
gasohol and perceived accessibility to gasohol independently influence the uses. All of 18 independent
variables can explain variation on gasohol use by 29.9 percent.

Further multiple regression analysis, using stepwise method, confirms the positive influences of
those four factors, but a negative influence of samples’ knowledge regarding gasohol on the uses is also
found. These five independent variables can explain variation on gasohol use by 26.3 percent.

The diffusion of innovation theory can explain gasohol use moderately. The government and related
agencies should create campaigns to increase regular gasohol use by focusing on heightening users’
confidence towards quality of gasohol, promoting interpersonal communication and setting the price of

gasohol to be much lower than benzene's.

Filed of study Demography Student’s signature.. .@.QP.&PQF.N. . KuMRUANGRIT..

Academic Year 2006 Advisor’s signature... [TV TN T T R
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