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# # 4874138025: MAJOR REGIONAL PLANNING

KEY WORD: MEGA-URBAN REGION / RURAL-URBAN LINKAGE / URBAN AREA / RURAL AREA /

RURAL-URBAN AREA / RURAL TRADE/ TRADITION TRADE/MODERN TRADE
BOONRAWAT PRUKSANUBAL: RURAL-URBAN LINKAGES PERTAINING TO RURAL
TRADE IN BANGKOK MEGA-URBAN REGION: A CASE STUDY OF PHATHUMTHANI
PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. DARANEE THAVINPIPATKUL,Ph.D.168 pp.

Pathumthani is a part of the Bangkok Extended Metropolitan Region where the government
provides infrastructure to accommodate growing urban areas. The consequences are tertiary
economic activities occur. However, people are not able to produce all kind of goods and services by
themselves. Therefore, the stores are the centers to distribute goods and services to the
communities.

The objectives of this research are to study the characteristics and present situation of grocery
stores which located in 3 types of communities on rural-urban continuum: urban area (Rangsit
municipality), rural-urban area (Chiengrakyai sub-district administration) and rural area (Phuet Udom
sub-district administration) and to study rural-urban linkages through flow of goods. Primary data are
gathered by field research techniques employing questionnaires for unstructured interview and
observation.

The research finds that the-grocery stores in rural area sell more variety of goods than the
grocery stores in urban area. Socio-economic characteristics of communities especially the
occupations of local people determine types of merchandises that are sold in each store. Beside, the
grocers in rural area buy goods from the wholesalers in Pathumthani's sub-provincial city (Lamsai
municipality) more than other urban area.

The growth of modern trade affects the survival of tradition trade such as grocery stores.
Therefore, urban planning regulations should be applied to solve that problem. For example, find the
suitable location for the large size retailing enterprises and limit the number of stores to balance the

number of population.
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Field of study Regional Planning Advisor's signature... ¥ IS8 S i
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