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# # 547 33081 25 : MAJOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

KEYWORDS: ELDERLY /RURAL / HOUSING.
JESSADA CHAIJARUNKUL : CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING OF SARABURI
PROVINCE'S YONG-OLD, MIDDLE-OLD, OLD-OLD AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. THESIS ADVISOR:
ASSOC.PROF. TRIRAT JARUTACH, 179 pp.

In any society, the elderly differ from other groups as they are near the end of their lives. The elderly can be
grouped into three age-levels: 60-69 years of age, 70-79 years of age, and 80 years and up. These people will have different
needs regarding living space, depending on their environment and social lives. The researcher chose Saraburi Province, a
rural province which has a strong sense of community, for this study. The subjects for this research comprises the three groups
of elderly: three households of those between 60-69 years of age, three households of those between 70-79 years of age, and
three households of those aged 80 years and up. There are thus nine households altogether which are located in saraburi,

The purpose of the study is to properly improve the lives of the elderly across these three age groups.

The study found that the housing conditions of the elderly were generally dilapidated and unsafe. The areas that
needed to be improved most were the bathroom and staircase, being the most frequent location of accidents. The first age use
utilization of 38.5 square meters; the second age group used initialization 29 square meters; the third age group used
proportion 8.5 square meters. It could be noticed that the older the subjects were, the less space they tended to use. In terms
of safety, it is necessary to install rails both in the bathroom and along the staircase. It is also necessary to improve the area so
that there is only one level in the house. In designing housing, the person tending to the elderly should also be taken into
consideration as to whether he or she finds it convenient to use the area. According to interviews conducted, the first age
group does not need anyone to care for them; the second needs someone to care for them occasionally; and everyone
belonging to the third age group needs someone to care for them as they have difficulty helping themselves.

Recommendations: there should be a study conducted regarding designing and improving housing for the elderly.
Itis, therefore, important to take into consideration the proper level of space and safety available for them. What's more, if there
are improvements to the house for the first age group, the second and third age groups should also to be taken into
consideration. Government agencies and the private sector, as well as the local governing body and community should join

hands in designing houses for the elderly. This is because most people still lack knowledge and understanding for designing

Department @ ................. Housing.................... Student's Signature : .........................
Field of Study : ....Real Estate Development.... Advisor's Signature @ ...............coovuee .
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