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## 5280105022 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS : BUSINESS NAMES / BUSINESS NAME SIGNBOARDS/ SIAM SQUARE /
LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE / LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
KRITTAPHON WANGPUSIT : BUSINESS NAMES IN THE AREA OF SIAM
SQUARE: A LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE. ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. SIRIPORN

PHAKDEEPHASOOK, Ph.D., 220 pp.

The present study aims at examining the sources of meaning from which business names in the area of Siam
Square are coined as well as the distinctive features of business names and business name signboards by adopting the
concept of Linguistic Landscape. The data of this study, namely 766 business names and signboards in Siam Square,
were collected during April 2011 and June 2011. Thom Huebner’s (2009) framework adapted from Dell Hymes’ (1974)
SPEAKING grid of communicative components is adopted for analyzing the components of business signboards in
Siam Square.

It is found that three most popular sources from which business names have derived include the names of the
business owners, the names of the products, materials, and tools used in the business, and the outstanding features of the
business. In terms of language, English business names outnumber others with the amount of 507 names in total. In
addition, it is found that different forms of speech play including rhyming, alliteration, punning, using idiomatic
expressions and using metaphors are found in business naming both the Thai and English business names.

The analysis of the signboards and their components reveals that on business signboards in Siam Square,
different alphabets including Thai, English, and other languages are used. This indicates that Siam Square is a
multilingual community. The most used alphabets are English (562 signboards), Thai (135 signboards) and the mixed
Thai-English (48 signboards) respectively.

In addition, the shapes of the signboards, the font types and shapes, as well as the arrangement of the
components in the signboards are designed in order to make them attractive. Most business names are of soft-sell nature,
not explicitly informing anything about the business but aiming at creating attractiveness for the business. Based on the
analysis of the signboards and their components, the linguistic landscape of Siam Square can be concluded. First, Siam
Square can be construed a bi-lingual and modern community which is affected by globalization. Next, Siam Square is
an area involved with those with high education, and an area that reflect high level of education competition. Moreover,
Siam Square is an area for those belonging to different groups and income levels. Also, some components namely the
practice of business naming, the language, and the shapes of signboards, demonstrate the preservation of Thai

conventions. Ultimately, it can be construed that Siam Square is an area of urban dynamics.

Department : THAI Student’s Signature

Field of Study : __ THAI Advisor’s Signature

Academic Year: 2012
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