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## CB35286 :MAJOR URBAN PLANNING :
-KEY WORD:  IMPROVING / COMMUNITY / HEALTH CENTERS / SUPHAN BURI

TUSSANAVALAI CHARANASRI : GUIDELINES FOR IMPROVING COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS IN
MUANG DISTRICT, SUPHAN BURI PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST ~ PROF.  BANASOPIT  MEKVICHAL,
Ph.D. 309 pp. ISBN 974 - 634 - 838 - 8 .

Public health service is a basic service provided by the government to improve the heatth and quality of life
of the people. The present public health policies aim at improving the quality and efficiency of health service
aéencies at all levels. A special focus is placed upen low level rusal heaith agencies which will be enabled to render

foutine and emergency services to patients is order to alleviate the congestion of major hespital in the city.

Health centers are good example of such low-level agencies. A study carried out in Muang District,
Suphan Buri province finds that rural people like to use the services at the health center. Factors that influence their
service usage are factors in volving the center ( provider } and the service users themselves. The study also finds
that important problems facing the center are lack of acceptance and faith, inappropriate distribution of the centers
and by - pass of users due to inefficient service a referal and zoning system. In other words, major problems have to

do with the quality of services and inappropriate location and setting of the centers.

Therefore, in order to improve the quality of health - services at the health ce.iar, it is important to focus
upon medical care and the people who are the service users, In systematizing the setvices and increasing the
number of service centers, it is also crucial to consider the following factors : the number of population, the radius of
services, convenience of service access, the centrality of location, service condition and actual service usage. All
factors must be considered together. The most important thing to remember is that increasing the number of service
centers may not be as effective a solution as improving service access to the public and improving the quality of
sefvices.. This resolution witl improve health service system particularly health centers effectively and will correspond

to the present public health policy directly.
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