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# # 5380165722 : MAJOR THAI
KEYWORDS: BUDDHA'S FOOTPRINT / LEGEND OF BUDDHA'S FOOTPRINT / THAI LITERATURE / NIRAT

WANWIWAT RUTTANALUM: BELIEF IN THE SARABURI BUDDHA'S FOOTPRINT AND THE
TRADITION OF "PAI PHRA BAT" IN CREATING THAI LITERARY TEXTS. ADVISOR: ARTHID
SHERAVANICHKUL, Ph.D., 150 pp.

This research studies the relationship between the belief of the Saraburi Buddha’s footprint,
as well as the pilgrimage tradition to the site (The Tradition of Pai Phra Bat), and the creation of Thai
literature. It finds that the belief and the tradition inspired five pieces of literature: Bunnowat Kham
Chan, Sunthon Phu’s Nirat Phra Bat, and Nai Chat’s Nirat Phra Bat, Khlong Nirat Wat Ruak, and Khlong
Lilit Dan Tamnan Phra Phuttha Bat. These works can be divided into two groups: first, the literature
recording the royal pilgrimage to the Saraburi Buddha’s footprint, and second, the Nirat literature

depicting the journey to the Buddha’s footprint temple or Wat Phra Phuttha Bat in Saraburi.

The first group of works includes Bunnowat Kham Chan and Khlong Lilit Dan Tamnan Phra
Phuttha Bat. Their key commonalities in the contents are the reference to the legend of the footprint,
indicating its sacredness, the record of the kings’ pilgrimage tradition, implicitly celebrating the king as
the upholder of religions, and the description of festivals in the footprint pilgrimage tradition, showing
the belief in devoting celebratory events to Buddha, as well as the popularity of the tradition. These
commonalities suggest that Bunnowat Kham Chan, written during the time of Ayutthaya kingdom,
influenced on the writing of Khlong Lilit Dan Tamnan Phra Phuttha Bat which was composed in the

reign of King Rama VI. Nevertheless, different social contexts result in some different details.

The second group of the literature includes Sunthon Phu’s Nirat Phra Bat, Nai Chat’s Nirat
Phra Bat and, Khlong Nirat Wat Ruak. Following the tradition of the Nirat literature, these works combine
the description of the trip to the Buddha’s footprint temple and the pilgrimage tradition with that of
the feelings towards the poets' beloved. They illustrate the characteristic of the Nirat literature in the
time of Rattanakosin period, i.e. the record of experience, and the reflection of society and culture in

general, coupled with the description of the affection for women.

Both categories of texts demonstrate the influence of Buddhism in initiating the journey that
is regarded as a “pilgrimage” or a meritorious act to achieve the religious goal of life, namely to attain
the heavenly bliss and, ultimately, Nirvana. Also, the pilgrimage trip to Phra Phutta Bat was a kind of
travel in the old day. The king, as an upholder of the religion, plays a significant role in promoting the
belief in Buddhism. It could be concluded that the five works evidently reaffirm the role and the

significance of Buddhism, the monarchy, and the creation of literature in Thai society.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature
Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013
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