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# # 5386810935 : MAJOR FINE AND APPLIED ARTS
KEYWORDS: MUSIC COMPOSITION / PLENG RUANG / PLENG CHA / PUJA / NAN

PATTARA KOMKHUM: THAI CLASSICAL MUSIC COMPOSITION: PLENG RUANG
PUJA NAKON NAN. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. KUMKOM PORNPRASIT, Ph.D., 0

PP-

Pleng Ruang Puja Nakon Nan was composed by way of employing an
ethnographic research accompanied with a fieldwork of fifteen months in Nan
province. The study aims to understand perceptions of Nan musicians including
their beliefs, rituals, and performance practices of Puja drums. Master Yan
Songmuangkean served as a key informant as well as nine monks who were highly
respected in Nan for their Puja drumming. According to interviews with Puja
drummers, their perceptions of worldviews were revealed: their culture’s
organization of time and their concentration of rhythmic structure were related to
their worldview of Buddhist concepts. The Buddhist worldview was transferred to
drumming patterns as a teaching strategy to Buddhist laymen to be reminded of
mankind’s illusion (sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch). The new composition,
Pleng Ruang Puja Nakon Nan, decoded this concept of Buddhist reality that was

encoded in Puja drumming patterns found in Nan province.

The traditional form of Pleng Ruang comprises of pleng cha prob kai, pleng
song mai, pleng raew song mai, and pleng la. All of these four sections are of great
importance to the foundation of pleng ruang structure. The occasion of pleng ruang
is to accompany auspicious events as well as Buddhist rituals. It expresses
gentleness, humbleness, and sacredness. The compositional techniques used in
this composition included oad, pan, tadton, lugtao, consonant intervals, dissonant
intervals, and semi-dissonant intervals, and melodic idioms that are only
characteristic of pleng ruang. An innovation invested in this composition is a newly
composed drumming pattern for pleng cha section which was previously

accompanied by probkai patterns.

Field of Study: Fine and Applied Arts Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2013 Advisor's Signature
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