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The objective of the study is to understand the dehumanization process experienced by karaoke girls who
are labeled and stigmatized by society and their resistance through the construction of self — identity.
Ethnomethodology is adopeted qualitative techniques used in data collection include participant observation ,
informal interviews and in — depth interviews. The author spent 6 months in a karaoke lounge as public relations
person , collected life histories and
in — depth interviews of six karaoke girls and carried out interviews with workers and customers who visited the

lounge

The result of the study is summerized in 2 points as follows :
1. In term of dehumanization , after karaoke girls accepted their status , they devalue themselves as

object . The dehumanization and devaluation process can be classified into 4 steps

- Distancing themselves from families and society both physically and mentally ;
- Disengagement of mental self while having sexual relations ;
- Dissociation of mental self and pretend to have emotional involvement ;

-  Disembodiment of mental self completely without emotional involvement and attachment

2. In term of resistance , karaoke girls resist the dehumanization process and construc self — identity. They
develop new character and adopt appearance of sophiticated girls who drink , smoke and take drug, dress openly to
show sex appeal and sexual desire ; and negotiate their economic interest in a straight — forward manner. The new

—identity is used to resist the power of theit clients’, karaoke workplace and society as a whole.

While the development of the new character is a process to resist dehumanization , it also provides the girls

with the opportunity to leave the old — identity behind in the changing socio — cultural environment.
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