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khe Sangha Act of 1941 (B.E.2484) owed its existence to the demand
of an 1ncFeasing1y large number of the Sangha members, perticularly those of
the Mahanhkaya sect, for the gevieion of the then 1n force Sangha Act of 1902,
promulgatpd during the reign of King Chulalongkorn. The demand for the
revision ras originally rooted in the unequal share of administrative power
in the 19P2 Act. However it was in'the democratic environment brought about
by the 19b2 Revolution that the demand for 'a new Sangha act was heard, the
drafting Process begun end the new Act eventually promulgated in 1941.

1

Fhe Sangha administration accotding to the Sangha Act of 1902
followed Elosely the secular 'democratic" model then in force in Thailand.
In other ?ords, the division of power was applied and equally distributed
*among the'three major branches of Sangha government, namely the legislative
or Senghaaabha, the executive or the Sanghamantri , and the juridical or
the Vlnayhdara.
P .
fevertheless the Sangha Act of 1902 failed to resolve the endemic
internal %onflicts, sectarian or otherwise, within the Sangha. Its existence
as further threatend after the 1958 Coup when democracy was suspanded in '

favor of an authoritarian government. The Sangha Act of 1941 was eventually
revoked ib 1962.
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