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Since the end of the Cold War, the research on the Philippine-US military
alliance has been overshadowed by mainstream narratives which argue that since the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from the bases in the Philippines, the once-strong alliance,
described as “special relationship”, has been essentially moribund before the revival
of the alliance after the September 11 attacks. Nonetheless, the thesis argues that
taking the 9/11 attacks as a cornerstone while ignoring the crucial development of
Philippine-U.S. relations in 1991-2001, defined as “the Lost Decade” in Philippine-U.S.
security studies, is deeply problematic. The thesis explores the revitalization of
Philippine-U.S. alliance in the “lost decade” by embracing the notion of military
alliance, initiated by Stephen Walt, as a conceptual framework. It argues that the
factor leading to the revitalization of the alliance is a potent threat posed by China in
the South China Sea disputes, paving the way for both countries to ally themselves
against China, according to balance of threat theory. Facing Chinese aggression, the
alliance eventually concluded the Visiting Forces Agreement in 1995, resulting in the
revitalization of Manila-Washington alliance which happened before the 9/11

incident.
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* Alexander P. Aguirre, "Our National Security Strategy: A Reference Paper (Prepared by the Office of the
National Security Adviser and the National Security Council)," ed. National Security Council (Manila:
National Security Council, 1999).

*" Noel M. Morada and Christopher Collier, "The Philippines: State Versus Society?," in Asian Security
Practice: Material and Ideational Influences, ed. Muthiah Alaggapa (Standford, California: Stanford
University Press, 1998), 124.
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* Morada, "Philippine-American Security Relations after 11 September: Exploring the Mutuality of
Interests in the Fight against International Terrorism," 8-21.

?Ibid., 9.

“Ibid., 21.
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* Aileen San Pablo Baviera, "Security Challenges of the Philippine Archipelago,” in Southeast Asian
Affairs 1998 (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1998), 213-21.

“ Morada, "Philippine-American Security Relations after 11 September: Exploring the Mutuality of
Interests in the Fight against International Terrorism."

® Berry, U.S. Bases in the Philippines: The Evolution of the Special Relationship, x. Wag Ciorciari, The
Limits of Alignment, 8.

* Frederica M. Bunge, Philippines: A Country Study (Washington, D.C: Foreign Area Studies, The American
University, 1984), 241.
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* Ibid.
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* Ralf Emmers, "The Changing Power Distribution in the South China Sea: Implications for Conflict
Management and Avoidance," (Singapore: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, 2009).

* Aileen San Pablo Baviera, "Perceptions of a China Threat: A Philippines Perspective," in The China
Threats: Perceptions, Myths and Reality, ed. Herbert Yee and lan Storey (London: Routledge, 2002).
** Noel M. Novicio, The South China Sea Dispute in Philippine Foreign Policy (Singapore: Institute of
Defence and Strategic Studies, 2003).

51 .
Ibid., 1.
52 « a_ a ' = o w o awv
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> Ralf Emmers, Geopolitics and Maritime Territorial Disputes in East Asia (New York: Routhledge, 2010),

Emmers, "The Changing Power Distribution in the South China Sea: Implications for Conflict
Management and Avoidance."
> Sheldon W. Simon, "Conflict and Diplomacy in the South China Sea: The View from Washington," Asian
Survey 52, no. 6 (2012): 995-1018.
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* Novicio, The South China Sea Dispute in Philippine Foreign Policy 1.

> Baviera, "Perceptions of a China Threat: A Philippines Perspective,” 10-11.
* Ibid.

» Emmers, Geopolitics and Maritime Territorial Disputes in East Asia, 124.
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o Banlaoi, Philippine Security in the Age of Terror: National, Regional, and Global Challenges in the Post-
9/11 World, 166.

* Renato Cruz De Castro, "The Revitalized Philippine-Us Security Relations: A Ghost from the Cold War or
an Alliance for the 21st Century?," Asian Survey 43, no. 6 (2003): 977.

* Novicio, The South China Sea Dispute in Philippine Foreign Policy 5.

* Richard D. Fisher, "Rebuilding the U.S. — Philippine Alliance," 2.

© Castro, "The Revitalized Philippine-Us Security Relations: A Ghost from the Cold War or an Alliance for
the 21st Century?," 977-78.
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