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INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale

The Chinese language course at Chulalongkorn University in Thailand already
has a 34-year long history. In 1973, the course was opened as a foreign language
elective course. Eight years later, in 1981, the Chinese language course for foreign
language elective course was offered as a Chinese Language Magor. Since then, the
Chinese language as a mgjor in the Faculty of Arts at Chulalongkorn University has
developed grestly, cultivating alot of talented students with a proficient knowledge of
Chinese linguistics and literature. As the Chinese Language Maor has undergone
great changes, we intend to synthesize it and issue guidelines based on as a standard.

The Chinese Language Major gives a lot of importance to linguistics. Most of
the courses cover all aspects of the language. We often say that “language is flexible”,
which is why people often create new uses of language, and sometimes one language
isinfluenced by another. When the majority of the language users accept the mistakes
and variations within the language, such uses gradually become the ‘correct forms'.
Therefore, language is never stable; it changes all the time. That is why we have to
keep revising our curriculum.

The Chinese Language Major is aways developing the curriculum in order to
keep it standard. Learning a language primarily focuses on the abilities in
communication, which are listening, speaking, reading and writing. The Chinese
Language Mgor has aready been providing courses in these four abilities and the
researchers intend to analyze all the abilities students have after finishing each course
in the whole curriculum. Following the anaysis, the researcher will design and
compile “Chinese Proficiency Guidelines: A Case Study of Chulalongkorn University
Students’. Our research team consists of Apisara Pornrattananukul, responsible for
analyzing listening ability, Pattra Pichetsilpa, responsible for speaking ability, and
Sansanee Ek-atchariya, responsible for reading ability. In this paper, we only focus on
the speaking ability, so thisthesisis entitled “ Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency
Guidelines: A Case Study of Chulalongkorn University Students’. The reading and
listening abilities can' be found' in separate theses, namely “Chinese Readiing
Proficiency Guidelines. A Case Study of Chulalongkorn University Students’ and
“Everyday Chinese Listening Proficiency Guidelines: A Case Study of Chulalongkorn
University Students’.

In this thesis, the curriculum of the Chinese Language Major for the year 2006
is analyzed. To do this, ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages) Chinese Proficiency Guidelines is used as the reference. ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency Guidelines depend upon the standards of the United States government,
and it uses practica abilities, including listening, speaking, reading, writing, and
cultural understanding, to divide proficiency into three levels: Novice, Intermediate,
and Advanced.

The question may be asked, “We dready have the ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency Guidelines, which are the universal guidelines, so why do we have to
design ‘Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines: A Case Study of



91

Chulalongkorn University Students?’ This is because the objective of ACTFL
Chinese Proficiency Guidelines is for daily interpersona communication skills,
whereas the curriculum of Chulalongkorn University’s Chinese Language Mgor is
not so. The objective of this curriculum is to train graduates who (1) have a good
knowledge in the Chinese language and Chinese literature, so that they can study
further and become Chinese language experts, Chinese language researchers or
Chinese language lecturers in the university; (2) are able to apply their Chinese
language knowledge to their future jobs effectively, and do further research as well; (3)
are credtive, ethical together with vision. Consequently, there are some parts of the
ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines that are not quite appropriate for
Chulalongkorn University students. Thus, we believe that thisis worthy of study.

1.2 Objectives of the Thesis

1) To design proficiency guidelines in everyday Chinese speaking for
Chulalongkorn university students majoring in Chinese.

2) In order to design a proficiency test of Chinese speaking for Chulalongkorn
university students mgjoring in Chinese and select the proper speaking materials.

1.3 Hypothesis of the Thesis
Chulalongkorn university students spesking ability is higher than ACTFL
Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines.

1.4 Scope of Study

1) To focus on Chulalongkorn University students majoring in Chinese, and
design the Chinese speaking proficiency guidelines, which are divided into Novice,
Intermediate, and Advanced levels, for use in teaching Chinese speaking at
Chulalongkorn University.

2) To be focused on the speaking ability to design “Everyday Chinese
Speaking Proficiency Guidelines: A Case Study of Chulaongkorn university
Students”.

1.5 Thesis M ethodology

1) To study and analyze the ACTFL Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines
with “language functional trisection” and find out the criteria used as the standard.

2) By observing the abjectives of the Chulaongkorn University Chinese
curriculum, teaching materials, teaching contents, teaching methods, and the extent of
the ACTFL “language functional trisection”, the level of students speaking ability in
each - course is summed up, then the principles used for dividing levels in
Chulalongkorn "University ' students' 'Chinese speaking proficiency guidelines are
concluded.

3) To verticaly and horizontally compare ACTFL Chinese Proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese language proficiency guidelines,
and aso find out the differences. The horizontal plane will discuss differences in
content between both. The vertical plane will consider the progression of Chinese
speaking ability from novice to advanced level.

1.6 The significance and effect
1) To design a standardized “Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency
Guidelines: A Case Study of Chulalongkorn University Students”
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2) To suggest the design of Thailand’s Chulalongkorn University Chinese
students maoring in speaking proficiency test and the selection of appropriate
speaking materials.

1.7 The framework
According to the papers, this thesis structure is divided into three parts:

Thefirst part (CHAPTER 2): This chapter introduces the content and analysis
of the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines. First, each level in every aspect of the
“language functiona trisection”, including language function, language context
(content) and language accuracy is studied. Then the progression from novice to
advanced is discussed, and the obtained results will be used for analysis in the third
part.

The second part (CHAPTER 3). The main content is Chulaongkorn
University Chinese Language curriculum and its analysis. First, Chulalongkorn
University’'s Chinese Language Curriculum is introduced, and also each course's
requirement discussed. Then, based on the curriculum objectives, the levels of
Chinese speaking of Chulalongkorn University students are decided, which also are
divided into Novice, Intermediate and Advanced. In addition, the progression of
speaking learning of Chulalongkorn University studentsis discussed.

The third part (CHAPTER 4): The content of this part is the comparability of
ACTFL CPG and the Chulalongkorn Curriculum. The results of CHAPTER 2 and
CHAPTER 3 are used for the analysis.

1.8 Thelimitations

This study is limited to analyzing the Chinese Curriculum of Chulalongkorn
University and setting “Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines: A Case
Study of Chulalongkorn University Students’; however, there is no practical test. The
guidelines are issued in order to let interested persons use this study in designing the
standard of Chinese Speaking Proficiency Test, as well as selecting the appropriate
materials for Chinese speaking.

CHAPTERIII

THE ACTFL CHINESE PROFICIENCY GUIDELINES

This chapter mainly discusses the speaking skills of the Chinese Proficiency
Guidelines (CPG) of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
(ACTFL).

2.1 TheOrigin of the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines

In the last few decades, foreign language teaching in the USA has focused and
frequently discussed the topic of objectives and methods used in foreign language
teaching. In particular, ACTFL has played a leading role in tackling the problem of
how to improve foreign language learners’ ability in using the language. After some
discussion, it was found foreign language teaching in the USA that only advocating
the “communicative competence” on the paper was not enough. Addressing the
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problem of what should be real “communicative competence” as well as how to
classify the language level of the learners, a more objective and exact criteria had to
be created. Finaly, a general language ability criterion was created, which was
commonly used for every foreign language. It was caled “Generic Proficiency
Guidelines’.

The standard of this criterion was directly influenced by the foreign language
schools and other institutions of the US government. For several decades, these
schools had trained diplomatic personnel and other staff in the US government in
foreign languages, and also tested their language skills. Therefore, they could provide
direct material of how to decide the language proficiency of the learners. According to
the testing standard of the government’ s language schools, ACTFL divided language
ability into listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural understanding. Each skill
was classified into 3 levels: Novice, Intermediate and Advanced.

After the Generic Proficiency Guidelines were issued, the committee continued
to promote another 6 language-specific sets of proficiency statements for Spanish,
French, German, Russian, Chinese and Japanese. In 1984, the committee for drawing
Chinese Proficiency Guidelines began convening to write the guidelines. After the first
draft was completed, the committee sent it to peer Chinese teachers in many universities
to solicit their opinions. In order to determine the level of proficiency in Chinese, the
CPG committee paid attention to the “Language Functional Trisection”, containing
function statements, context statements, and accuracy statements, coupled with the
particular condition of the Chinese language before making the different levels of
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural understanding skills. In
1986, therefore, the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines were issued under the title
of “Chinese Proficiency Guidelines of the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages’ or “ACTFL CPG”. Inthisthess, it will bereferred to as“CPG”.

As this research only focuses on the ability of speaking skill, the ACTFL
CPG-Speaking islooked at as follows:

2.2 TheContent of the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines

Novice-L ow

No functiona ability to speak Chinese. Ora production is limited to a few
common loan words in English (kungfu, chow mien) and perhaps a few high
frequency phrases (xiexie, ni hao).

Novice-Mid

No functional “ahility to speak Chinese. Ora' production is limited to basic
courtesy formulae (N7 / Nin guixing). Can ask (“ Duashao gian?), and answer (Wizkuai
gian.). Can count from one to ten, name basic colors (hong, |an), common nouns
(gishuz, che), and food items (fan, mian, rou). Pronunciation and tones may be barely
intelligible and strongly influenced by the first language.

Novice-High

Emerging ability to make short statements utilizing simple formulaic
utterances and ask simple questions. Often misplaces question words (* Shénme ni
yao?) and make statements with incorrect word order (* Ni hao jmtian). Vocabulary is
limited to basic objects, common measures, numbers 1-1,000, names of immediate
family members, and high-frequency place names. Can use correctly common verbs
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and adjectives in the present time frame (kan, mai, gui), but often confuses the use of
verbs (shi, you, zai) asin (*Wo shi zher.). Pronunciation and tones are often faulty.

I nter mediate-L ow

Can ask and answer simple questions and initiate and respond to simple
statements in the present time (N shi bushi Meiguo réen?, Ni ji sui?, Wo jia zai chéng
waitou.). Can use limited constructions such as common verb-object phrases (hé pijii),
simple modifications with de (wo de daxué) and le (Wo léi le) indicating completion /
status change. Most utterances contain fractured syntax and other grammatical errors
(*Wo chi fan zai fan dian.). Misunderstandings frequently arise from poor
pronunciation, wrong tones, and limited vocabulary.

I ntermediate-Mid

Can ask and answer simple questions involving areas of immediate need (Yige
ren de fangjian, yitian dueshao gian?), leisure time activities (Ni xthuan kan waiguo
dianying ma?), and simple transactions, i.e., at the post office (Liazng méogian de
youpiao, wo yao shizhang.). Quantity of speech is increased and quality of speech is
improved. Greater accuracy in word order, basic constructions, and use of high-
frequency verbs and auxiliaries (shi, you, yao, x:huan). Can use simple time words
(mingtian, xianzai) and other time markers to indicate various time relations. Has
basic knowledge of differences among such sets of terms as. kéyi, néng, jiao, ging,
wen ; zhidao, renshi, but still make errors.

Intermediate-High

Has flexibility in expressing time relationships (Wo qu guo Zhanggud. Wo hai
yao qu.), actua and a few potential resultative compounds (Jintian wo you shi, wo
laibuliao le.), and ssmple comparisons (Zhongguo de rénkou bi Méigud de dus.). Can
describe daily activities (Cong xingqi yi dao xinggi si wo meitian dou you santang ke.),
likes and dislikes in detail (Wo xihuan kan Zhangguo xiandai de xigoshua, yinwel wo
keyi duo zhidao yidianr Zhongguo rén de shenghud gingxing.), and express agreement
and disagreement (Dao fanguanr gqu chifan bucuo, keshi tai gui.). Emerging ability to
state opinions (Ni' xiang zhe liangmén ke, wo xuan neimén hao?). Evidence of
connected discourse is also emerging. While common word order is established,
errors still occur in more complex patterns.

Advanced

Can make rather complicated factual comparisons (Chéngli de shenghud bi
xiangxia de youyisi. de dua le.). Has fairly consistent control. of shi...de structure,
guestion words used as indefinites (Wazhei yici lai jit mangzhe kaihui, mé qu shénme
difang.), and some cohesive devices (budan...érgi¢, suiran...keshi). Can handle
arrangements with Chinese administrators, i.e., regarding travel to China (Wo houtian
yiding dei dao Shanghai, huoshi féiji piao hudshi husche piao, ging ni xiang banfa
gel wo mai yizhang.). Can talk in a general way about topics of public interests (Ni
juéde jinnian Zhonggud de jingji gingkuang zenmeyang?). Can explain a point of
view in an uncomplicated fashion (Wo renwéi chaoji daguo bu yinggai ganshe biéde
gugjia de shiging.).
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Advanced-Plus

Emerging ability to support opinions, explain in detail, and hypothesize
(Yaoshi Zhong-Meéi guanxi éhua, na jiu hui yingxiang dao Meigué dongsi zai
Zhaongguo de téuz:.). Can discuss topics of current and personal interest (N7 juéde yige
gudjia yinggai bu yinwél zhéngzhi de guanxi jujué canjia shiyunhui?). Has good
control of many cohesive devices (yi fangmian... yi fangmian, buashi...jiushi). Errors
still occur in complicated structures.

Superior

Can support opinions and hypothesize on a broad range of concrete topics.
Vocabulary is broad and hesitating or groping for words is rare. Pronunciation may
still be foreign. Occasional unpatterned errors are evident, but there are no patterned
errors, even though control of some low frequency structures (Chdféi...yaoburan...jiu)
may be less consistent. Control of general idiomatic expressions and slang may vary,
and confusion may arise over such terms as jiancha and diaochd. A small proportion
of utterances may still be literal tranglations from the native language.

2.3 TheContent Structureof The ACTFL Chinese Proficiency
Guidelines

The researchers think that discussion of the ACTFL CPG should explore 3
perspectives. (1) the content of each level, (2) the hierarchical improvement of the
speaking proficiency, and (3) the classification principles of the ACTFL CPG.

231 The Language Functional Trisection
Levels of proficiency on the ACTFL CPG scale can be distinguished by
considering the three interrelated criteria underlying the proficiency descriptions : The
Language Functional Trisection.

2.3.1.1 The Language Functional Trisection

The language functional trisection composes of :

1) Language Functions: refers to real-world tasks that the speaker can
perform in the language.

2) Language Context and content : context refers to circumstances or
settings in which a person uses language; and content refers to topics or themes of
conversation.

3) Language Accuracy : refers to the acceptability, quality and precision of
the message conveyed.

2.3.1.2 The Functional Trisection in Relation to the ACTFL Proficiency

Guidelines

Each of the above three elements has three levels of proficiency associated
with it, ranging from the novice level to the superior level.

A. Language Functions
At the novice level, the speaker is characterized by the ability to communicate
minimally with learned materials. They are limited to the elements they have
memorized, and can only deliver this memorized material if the context presented to
themisidentical or very similar to the context in which the utterances were learned.
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At the intermediate level, the speaker is able to satisfy basic survival needs
and minimum courtesy requirements; can ask and answer simple questions, initiate
and respond to simple statements, and maintain very simple face-to-face
conversations. All of the function statements can be summarized as the ability to
create with the language. Speakers at this level are able to manipulate the bits and
pieces of language under their control to form sentences to communicate their own
meaning.

At the advanced and the superior level, the individua has sufficient
proficiency to converse in aclearly participatory fashion; initiate, sustain, and bring to
closure a wide variety of communicative tasks, including those that require an
increased ability to convey meaning with diverse language strategies due to a
complication or an unforeseen turn of events.

B. Language Context and Content

At the novice level, its contents are limited to the areas of daily life within the
scope of basic needs, such as basic materials, immediate family members, common
verbs and adjectives.

At the intermediate level, the individual can cope with everyday survival
topics and courtesy requirements. They will be able to take care of such basic needs as
ordering a meal, making a ssimple purchase, and getting directions. Vocabulary is
inadequate to express anything but the most elementary needs.

At the advanced and the superior level, in addition to day-to-day socia life
and certain areas of study, and work situations, the context and content also includes
some specialized areas, such as personal interests.

C. Language Accuracy

At the novice level, since the speaker’s functional ability is very limited, it is
difficult to talk about their accuracy. Actually, by the first language implications, the
grammar is often wrong, and the pronunciation and tones are often faulty.

At the intermediate level, although quantity of speech isincreased and quality
of speech is improved, strong interference from their native language still occurs in
articulation, stress, and intonation. Misunderstandings frequently arise from limited
vocabulary and grammar and erroneous phonology, however, with repetition, they can
generally be understood by native speakers in. regular contact with foreigners
attempting to speak their language.

At the advanced and the superior level, pronunciation is correct, but there
may be a significant foreign pronunciation. Grammar is also correct, it is rare mistake,
but their errors generally will not affect the other peopl€e’s comprehension.

232 The Hierarchical Improvement of the Speaking Proficiency

2.3.2.1 Language Functions

The term function refers to what the user does with the language. Function is
perhaps the most crucial element in oral proficiency assessment. If the speaker cannot
combine linguistic resources to perform communicative tasks, then explicit
knowledge of grammar and vocabulary is of no use. The following continua of tasks
represents the speaking proficiency progression:
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transact negotiate
enumerate narrate
State support
inform conjecture

(1) Negotiating Ability

The negotiating task progresses from the performance of clear-cut
transactional tasks to those demanding higher flexibility, requiring the speaker to
“read” the situation and adjust task performance accordingly.

(2) Narrating Ability

The narrating ability here includes the speaker’s ability to describe things and
to narrate a story. It progresses from the identification of discrete elements or listing
occurrences to the explicitness of description or the sequentia recounting of events.

(3) Opinion Providing
The opinion providing ability progresses from stating an opinion to providing
cohesive and coherent arguments to support the opinion.

(4) Information Providing

The speaker’s information providing ability progresses from the level of
information provision to that of hypothesis formation, where one enters the world of
conjecture, of freely arranging and interrelating abstract concepts to make new
realities.

Table2-1 The Hierarchica Improvement of the Speaking Functions

Functions

Novice I ntermediate ASL\J/ agﬁi? /
Level P
Negotiating ’ .
Ability transact negotiate negotiate
Narrating
Ability enumerate narrate
Opinion
Providing g9 support
I nforlmlatl on - inform conjecture
Providing

2.3.2.2 Language Context and Content
The term context refers to the various situations in which an individual uses
the language. The term content refers to the types of topics addressed through
conversation.
A. Context

fixed flexible

familiar unfamiliar
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(1) Flexibility

The flexibility of the context progresses from fixed context conversation in
which one's speech may be guided by the interlocutor prompting through frequent
comprehension checks, multiple descriptions, and other clarification devices to
conversation which requires greater degrees of integration.

(2) Familiarity

The continua progresses from familiar context, including rudimentary social
needs, such as family and residence, to the unfamiliar areas of context, such as work
situation and some specialized fields.

Table 2-2 The Hierarchical Improvement of the Speaking Context

Context
Novice I ntermediate Agl]/agﬁi(: /
Leve P
Flexibility fixed fixed flexible
Familiarity familiar familiar unfamiliar
B. Content
autobiography Speciaized
concrete abstract

(1) Areasof Content

The continua progresses from the autobiographical areas, where one can cope
with familiarity and confidence, to the distant areas, those far from everyday needs,
such as the specialized fields.

(2) State of Content

The continua starts from the concrete content, which is clearly based on facts,
to the abstract content, which is based on general ideas rather than specific examples
or real events.

Table 2-3 The Hierarchica |mprovement of the Speaking Content

Content

Novice I nter mediate Ag: agﬁi? /
Level P
Areas of . . -
Content autobiography | autobiography Speciaized
State of concrete concrete abstract
Content

2.3.2.3 Language Accuracy

The term accuracy refers to the acceptability, quality and precision of the
message conveyed. Language accuracy includes pronunciation, tones, grammar and
vocabulary accuracy. The guidelines for speaking presume a strong relationship
between communicative success and grammatical accuracy.
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frequent error patterns unpatterned errors
ingppropriateness appropriateness
telegraphic extended discourse
sympathetic listener non-sympathetic listener

(2) Error Patterns
The continua progresses from the error patterns which occur frequently to
errors which occur only by chance and inconsistency.

(2) Appropriateness

The ora proficiency’s appropriateness includes the appropriateness of
pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar. It should be measured by the correctness of
the language spoken and the comprehension level of the interlocutor.

(3) Discour se Extension

The continua progresses from telegraphical discourse, where the speaker relies
on the use of listing and discrete elements of language, to the extended discourse,
which the speaker can perform smoothly and fluently.

(4) Listener

The speaker’s lack of accuracy and flexibility will likely place a burden on the
listener. It will leave the listener having to frame the message, while the cohesion and
developmental features of discourse will serve to lessen the guessing factor of the
interlocutor. Thus, the degree of speaker reliance on the interlocutor constitutes one
factor in accuracy assessment and reflects the need for linguistically sympathetic
listeners during the speakers’ varied transitional interlanguage stages.

Table2-4 The Hierarchical Improvement of the Speaking Accuracy

Accuracy
Novice I ntermediate Agl;/agﬁ?;?/
Level P
Error Patterns patterned patterned unpatterned
Appropriateness | inappropriate inappropriate appropriate
gice‘r’]‘;rgﬁ telegraphic telegraphic extended
Listener sympathetic sympathetic non-sympathetic

233 Classification Principle of the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency
Guiddines

According to Prof. Li Ying Che, when we divide/distinguish the level of
language proficiency, we have to respect the real ability of a person in communicative
competence. To decide the language ability of an individual, we have to ook at:

a) when one says or writes, how creative or active a manner one has

b) when one listens or reads, what passive comprehension one presents

However, whether it is active or passive ability, generally, it is shown in three

aspects:
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1. Language production or language comprehension always takes place in a
certain situation, which is affected by the social and cultural background.

2. Language production or language comprehension has to be conformed to
the specific qualification of the language. Generdly, it is shown while one is
expressing communicative skills or understanding the specific function of the
language.

3. Language production or language comprehension is usually shown in the
language used. To differentiate the |language ability of a person, we have to see that in
a particular situation or a specific language function whether one can use appropriate
vocabulary, and correct grammar to understand or express one’ s purpose.

When language is used in the socia environment, it is always used in four
aspects: daily life needs, social demands, professional requirements, and abstract
concepts. On the one hand, we can decide the language level from the range of scope
that one can use the language. On the other hand, these four aspects are also verticaly
related to each other. That is the language ability of a person begins from being able
to deal with daily life needs, then social and occupational demands, until being able to
understand abstract concepts or make a certain theoretical discussion. When we
distinguish the level of language ability, we do not count how much vocabulary and
grammar one knows, but we look a whether one can redly use appropriate
vocabulary and grammar to achieve one's purpose.

According to the above three conditions on the performance of the language
skills, the different levels of language ability - novice, intermediate, and advanced -
are framed. We believe that the novice learners can produce very limited language
skills only in a narrow scope of daily life and social needs. He/she can talk about
some topics which are very easy and familiar, such as personal, family, weather,
health etc. He/she also can use only the vocabularies and structures which have been
memorized.

Intermediate learners can deal with awide range of daily life and socia needs.
Although he/sheis still limited to talk about the familiar topics, he/she can use longer
sentences with his/her own words and not what he/she has memorized.

Advanced learners can handle every situation, whether it is daly life or
professional needs; whether it is physical or spiritual topics, hisher language
production and language comprehension is unlimited. He/she can discuss concrete
topics, such as travel, entertainment etc, as well as abstract topics, such as religion,
politics, expressing some opinions etc. We believe that when the language level of a
person is high, it is assumed that he/she possesses ideal language ability in all four
skills. He/she can use language as atool for handling social and professional needs.

Table 2-5: Language Proficiency of CPG

-able to express very limited language ability in the aspects of
Novice narrow life and socia needs

-able to handle e ementary needs dealing with the very
familiar areas, as food, clothing etc.

-able to handle very limited social situations with politeness
-able to handle with much broader scope in day-to-day needs
Intermediate | and social situations

-able to handle successfully avariety of uncomplicated
context, as basic and communicative tasks and socia
situations
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-sufficient comprehension in al situations they faced
Advanced | -full control over one's professional interests as well as
genera discussion

2.4 Conclusion

According to the results of this chapter, the following major conclusions can
be made:

1) The leve of the ACTFL CPG is universal. The level definitions do not
specify any particular materials or teaching methods that need to be controlled but
guidelines, instead, are more generalized performance criteria that must be met at
each level of proficiency.

2) The components of language proficiency that underlie the ACTFL CPG
descriptions entirely correspond with the communicative competence.

CHAPTER 3

CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY CHINESE CURRICULUM

In the last chapter, the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines were discussed.
During the discussion, 3 perspectives were explored: (1) the content of each level, (2)
the hierarchical improvement of the speaking proficiency, and (3) the classification
principles of the ACTFEL CPG. In this chapter, the Chinese speaking capability of
Chulalongkorn University’s students majoring in Chinese is discussed. The whole
Chinese curriculum of Chulalongkorn University is considered, including the
curriculum objectives, the material used In each subject, total hours, course
description and teaching method. Language functional trisection (language function,
language context (content) and language accuracy) is also used to anayze what
speaking capability each student will have when they finish each subject and decide
which level of speaking proficiency students should belong to, whether it is novice,
intermediate or advanced. Finaly, the results of the curriculum analysisis interpreted
to sum up the principles used for classifying Chulalongkorn University Chinese
Speaking Proficiency.

3.1 Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

The Chinese language Major of Chulalongkorn University was established 26
years ago, in 1981. The Chinese curriculum construction is created by the objectives
of the course, but language is flexible, it is never stable and changes al the time. Due
to this, although our curriculum construction is stable, the course content and teaching
method is flexible. That means it has to be changed according to the times. Therefore,
each year of students have a different content, whereas the scope of each subject is
still the same. This chapter will mainly analyze the whole curriculum in the latest
academic year of Chulalongkorn University, which is the year 2006. Chulaongkorn
University students majoring in Chinese have to study Chinese for 4 years. The
curriculum contents are as follows:




102

311 Curriculum Objectives

Chulalongkorn University’s students mgoring in Chinese have to study
Chinese for four years. The objectives of the curriculum are to produce graduates
who :

(1) have a good knowledge in the Chinese language and Chinese literature, so
that they can study further and become Chinese language experts, Chinese language
researchers or Chinese language lecturersin the university.

(2) are able to apply their Chinese language knowledge to their future jobs
effectively, and do further research aswell.

(3) are creative, ethical and long-vision.

3.1.2 Curriculum Structure
In order to achieve these objectives, our students have to study a 4-year
Chinese course. There are more than 20 courses in the Chinese language major, which
can be divided into 2 types: those of Chinese language and those of Chinese culture.
The courses can be classified as follows:

Year Subject hrs/week hrg/term
1% Chinesel 5 85
Chinese 2 5 80
2 Chinese3 4 60
Chinese 4 4 60
Chinese Computer Program 3 45
Chinese Conversation 1 4 60
Chinese Conversation 2 4 60
39 Chinese Public Speaking 4 60
Chinese Reading 1 4 60
Chinese Reading 2 4 60
Classical Chinese 1 4 60
Classical Chinese 2 4 60
Chinese Grammar 4 60
Evolution of the Chinese Characters 3 45
Chinese Phonetics 4 60
Trandation: Chinese-Thai 4 60
Chinese for Business 4 60
4™ Chinesefrom Audio-Visual Media 4 60
Reading of Chinese Newspaper 1 4 60
Chinese Writing 1 4 60
Chinese Writing 2 4 60
History of Chinese Literature 1 4 60
History of Chinese Literature 2 4 60
Seminar in Modern Chinese Fiction 4 60
Trandation: Thai-Chinese 4 60

3.1.3 Course Description and Teaching Methods
Chinese 1. Sound system of Standard Chinese; basic vocabulary used in
everyday life; kinship, clothing, body parts, food, utensils and numbers, with
emphasis on correct pronunciation; knowledge of 500 Chinese characters.
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Chinese 2: Vocabulary on directions, travels, communication; basic Chinese
grammatical structures and sentence patterns with emphasis on conversation practice;
knowledge of 1,000 Chinese characters.

Chinese 3: Vocabulary in the fields of art, culture, philosophy and religion,
with emphasis on reading for main ideas; knowledge of 1,500 Chinese characters.

Chinese 4: Basic technical vocabulary in the fields of science, social sciences
and business, with emphasis on reading for main ideas; knowledge of 2,000 Chinese
characters.

Chinese Computer Program: Skills in using Chinese computer programs,
data processing of Chinese in various systems; searching information from various
websites.

Chinese Conversation 1. Listening and speaking skills in Chinesg;
conversation practice with emphasis on the right choice of words in various situations.

Chinese Conversation 2: Listening and speaking skillsin Chinese; recounting
events and stories from actual experience, films and videotapes, presentation of ideas.

Chinese Public Speaking: Skills in Chinese public speaking; expression of
ideas, use of verba and nonverbal languages for persuasive purpose.

Chinese Reading 1: Chinese vocabulary and expressions used in selected
essays, short stories and articles on Chinese history; reading comprehension.

Chinese Reading 2: Reading of selected long essays in Chinese, complicated
prose works, and critical writings on Chinese history for summary.

Classical Chinese 1: Vocabulary and sentence structures of classical Chinese
in selected articles on Chinese philosophy and wisdom.

Classical Chinese 2. Vocabulary and grammar of classical Chinese in
comparison with those of modern Chinese.

Chinese Grammar: Characteristics and structures of Chinese with emphasis
on parts of speech, sentence paiterns, meaning and final particles, writing complex
Chinese sentences.

Evolution of the Chinese Characters: evolution of the Chinese characters
from those used in ancient inscriptions up to the modern character system; Chinese
character structure in different periods.

Chinese Phonetics. Standard Chinese sound system: consonants, vowels,
tones liaison, accent and intonation; pronunciation practice in language laboratory
with emphasis on correcting pronunciation.

Tranglation: “Chinese-Thai: Trandation of different types of prose from
Chinese into Thai; problems in translating Chineseinto Thai.

Chinese for Business: Chinese vocabulary and expression s used in domestic
and international - trade, business and banking; culture, traditions and psychology in
doing business of the Chinese; speaking and writing skills in business.

Chinese from Audio-Visual Media: Chinese language from media: film,
radio and television, with emphasis on identifying main ideas and discussion.

Reading of Chinese Newspaper1: Reading of local and international newsin
Chinese newspapers; vocabulary, expressions and style of news writing.

Chinese Writingl: Writing of everyday Chinese: personal letters, diaries and
reports.

Chinese Writing 2: Chinese writing on conventional matters: invitation cards,
greeting cards; writing of business letters, application forms, other forms and short
articles.



104

History of Chinese Literature 1. History of Chinese literature from the
beginning to pre-Tang Dynasty; reading and analysis of excerpts from masterpieces of
each period.

History of Chinese Literature 2: History of Chinese literature from the Tang
Dynasty up to the present time; reading, analysis and evaluation of excerpts form
masterpieces of each period.

Seminar in Modern Chinese Fiction: Characteristics, plots and styles of
selected modern Chinese short stories and novels.

Trandation: Thai-Chinese: Trandation of different types of prose from Thai
into Chinese; problemsin translating Thai into Chinese.

3.2 TheFunctional Trisection and Chulalongkorn University Chinese
Curriculum

321 First Year

(1) Chinese 1

Students' speaking ability is limited to the basic needs of life. Oral production
consists of isolated words and learned phrases. They can ask and answer simple
guestions, give description of the state and nature of things by using a single sentence,
such as“ Shiz hen gui” . Pronunciation is often incorrect.

We consider this course to be at the novice level, because it involves the basic
needs of life, and students’ ability of speaking communication isvery limited.

(2) Chinese 2

This course continues to use the same set of teaching materias and teaching
methods as Chinese 1. Although the vocabulary is expanded, the scope of learning is
still limited to the basic needs of life. Students can use longer and more complicated
phrases to perform such tasks as buying things and asking for directions. Students can
describe people or things by using a few coherent sentences. Pronunciation and
grammar are often incorrect.

This course also belongs to the novice level, since it is the same scope as the
“Chinese 1” course.

322 Second Year

(2) Chinese 3

This course consists of Chinese culture, philosophy, and religious beliefs.
Besides increasing vocabulary, students should also gain a better understanding of
Chinese culture, customs and ways of thinking.

Chinese 3 focuses on all language skills training, including listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. In terms of speaking, many classroom activities help to improve
students' speaking ability, such as reading aoud and ora reports. Students can
express longer and more complex structure although oral ability is limited to only a
few coherent expressions. In addition, students have the chance to express their views
in the classroom as well, by using very simple ways to state their points of view.

This course, athough consisting of various aspects of Chinese cultura
knowledge, belongs to the novice level. We think that its content still comes within
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the scope of actual situations that students encounter in everyday life, such as Chinese
food, Chinese houses, and tourism sites. Students can control more high-frequency
structures. Moreover, their speaking ability is till limited, they are unable to maintain
coherent and fluent oral expression.

(2) Chinese 4

The content of this course includes society, health, culture, economics,
environment and news. Its purpose is to strengthen listening, speaking, reading and
writing ability. In terms of speaking, since the teaching material is in the form of
conversations, the students can participate in the topics relating to the text. Also, they
can narrate and describe familiar topics like self-introduction and leisure time
activities in a ssimple manner. Even though they have good control of high-frequency
and uncomplicated structures, there are some errors that occasionaly occur with
unfamiliar and complex structures.

This courseis in the scope of school and work situations in everyday life, so it
is considered to bein the novice level.

(3) Chinese Conversation 1

This courseis mainly speaking and listening skillstraining. It requires students
to be able to participate in a general conversation on the topics of everyday life, such
as ordering meals, and also requires them to speak on familiar topics such as personal
interests. In addition, students must be able to express properly social communication
courtesies, such as greetings and thanks. Students speaking ability is still limited to
learned materials, so if the topics of conversation surpass what they have learned,
they may lose the ability to sustain the conversation.

We decided to put this course in the novice level, as its content is limited to
everyday needs and the ability of the students are limited to basic communication as
well.

(4) Chinese Conver sation 2

Chinese Conversation 2 continues to use the same set of teaching materias
and teaching methods as Chinese Conversation 1. The scope of the two subjects are
similar as well, the only difference between the two is the difference of language
context. Due to the expansion of vocabulary and-language context, students are able
to attempt some more communicative tasks. They are not only able to participate in
face-to-face conversation, but they are also able ta exchange views with others, such
astalking about traffic problems.

This course is aso in the novice level, since its scope is still limited to
everyday needs. Although ability to state points of view is emerging, | think this
abilityis still expressed in avery simple way.

(5) Chinese Computer Program

Although the Chinese Computer Program course focuses on the practical use
of the computer, there is still 40 percent classroom instruction. Students can increase
their vocabulary, especially within the scope of Chinese computers. Despite the low
level of speaking proficiency, students can at least ask and answer questions relating
to the course content. As the content is beyond the requirements of everyday life,
students may face the problem of inadequate vocabulary. This causes hesitation or
pausesin their speech.
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Although this course isin the second year, we have decided not to consider the
level of language proficiency by year of studying, but by its content. We believe that
its content has exceeded the scope of daily lives. In addition, the teachers are all
native Chinese, al the teaching materials are in Chinese as well. Students will
improve their ability to use language in al its aspects. So we think that this course
should belong to the intermediate level.

3.2.3 Third Year

(1) Chinese Public Speaking

This course is one of the maor courses that practices the speaking ability.
Students can not only participate in common topics of coherent conversation, they
can also participate in a speech and a debate. Students can maintain a coherent speech
to express their opinions, views, but the topic is still limited to common areas,
including socia situations, culture, education, economy and politics. However,
students may need some time to prepare before expressing themselves. Due to limited
time to practice, and the lack of vocabulary, fluency of speech is not at a high level,
and pauses often occur. Pronunciation and grammatical errors may occur during a
coherent speech, but it will not affect other people’s understanding.

We considered this course to be in the intermediate level. Although the scope
of its content is still everyday socia life areas, we aso think that in some areas of
social life are higher than that of "routine", such as the topics like the economy and
politics. Moreover, in the classroom, students are asked to give more points of view,
the ability to express coherent speech is emerging, Even though the accuracy is not at
ahigh level, people can understand.

(2) Chinese Reading 1

Although this course is aimed at practicing the students reading ability, it
helps to improve students speaking ability in the following aspects: (1) Students can
increase their vocabulary, including Chinese political, historical, and socia areas.
Moreover, through the reading materias, students can learn more and understand
more of ancient Chinese society. (2) Through classroom activities, such as asking and
answering questions, expressing- opinions, students can practice their speaking
proficiency. They can ask and answer questions relevant to the text, and can express
their views in asimple manner.

We considered this course to be in the intermediate level, since its scope has
already surpassed areas of -everyday social life. Also, students have made some
improvement of language functions. They are not only able to ask and answer simple
guestions, but through the conversation, they can express their opinions as well.

(3) Chinese Reading 2

This course continues to use the same set of teaching materias and teaching
methods as Chinese Reading 1. For this reason, it helps improve students speaking
ability in the following aspects. (1) Students can increase their vocabulary, including
within Chinese political, historical, and social areas. Moreover, through the reading
materials, students can learn more and understand more of contemporary Chinese
society. (2) Due to the increase in vocabulary and the long-term practice, students can
describe the content relevant to the text and can state their views on the topics.
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As the scope of the two reading courses are similar, we think this course
belongs at the same level asthe “Chinese Reading 17, that is the intermediate level.

(4) Classical Chinese 1

This course is amed at creating vocabulary and sentence structures of
classical Chinese in selected articles on Chinese philosophy and wisdom. Thus, it
does not have any aspects for speaking proficiency improvement. However, since the
course instructor is a native Chinese speaker, students also have a chance to practice
their speaking skill in the classroom.

We think this course belongs to the intermediate level since its scope has
aready surpassed areas of everyday needs. Although its content tends to enter the
scope of “specialized fields’, we think it is just the basic part of the linguistic
professional knowledge. Students have only a basic understanding but they are unable
to cope with this area of knowledge.

(5) Classical Chinese 2

This course continues to use the same set of teaching materials and teaching
methods as Classical Chinese 1.Thus, it aso does not have any aspects relevant to
speaking proficiency improvement. However, through classroom activities such as
answering questions, telling stories with Chinese idioms, students can also improve
their speaking ability.

As the scope of the two courses are similar, we think this course also belongs
to the intermediate level.

(6) Chinese Grammar

The major content of this course is Chinese grammatical knowledge, such as
Chinese syntax, parts of speech and sentence structure analysis. As students have a
better understanding of Chinese grammar, the accuracy of speech may aso improve.
Moreover, through class discussions and reports, students also have the opportunity to
practice their oral skills. They can explain and discuss the topics relevant to Chinese
grammar.

As the scope of this course has surpassed the areas of everyday needs, we
considered this course to be in the intermediate level. Although its content tends to
enter the scope of the linguistically specialized fields, most of its content is still
limited to the basic knowledge of Chinese Grammar. Therefore, we believe that this
course has not reached the advanced language proficiency level.

(7) Evolution of the Chinese Characters

The major content of this course includes the evolution of Chinese characters,
and characters structure. Although this course is conducted in a series of lectures,
students have a chance to improve their speaking skills as well. In the classroom,
teachers alow students to re-tell the content of the lecture and participate in
discussion.

The teaching materials are written by the course instructor. In order to make it
easy and suitable for foreign students, the language used is not a a high level. In
addition, the contents are only the basic concepts of this field. Thus, we think it
should belong to the intermediate level.
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(8) Chinese Phonetics

Of the functional trisection, this course does not help improve the speaker’s
function or context and content, but it does help to improve the language accuracy,
especialy in pronunciation. However accurate they are, their pronunciation still can
not reach the native Chinese standard. They can only speak without leading to the
interlocutor misunderstanding.

This course is in the intermediate level. Although its content belongs to the
scope of linguistics profession, it isonly at the basic level. It can give students only a
basic knowledge of Chinese phonetics which can be applied to real communication,
and to be further studied.

(9) Trandation: Chinese-Thai

Since this course focuses on Chinese-Thai translation, it does not help improve
the Chinese speaking skill. Students can only revise and increase their vocabulary
knowledge.

According to the scope of study, this course should be in the intermediate level.
Since the teaching materials are the “real” essays which are aimed to be read by the
Chinese in general, and are not written specially for non-native speakers. In addition,
if the students' language ability has not reached the definite level, it would be hard for
them to carry out the translation.

(10) Chinese for Business

This courseisamed at practicing students’ speaking and writing ability within
the scope of Chinese for business in order to be used in a future career. Students are
not only able to use business Chinese properly, but they also have some basic
knowledge of China s economic and commercial situation.

This course belongs to the scope of specialized area, which is very important
for the work situations. However, the course contents only include basic knowledge of
business Chinese. After the course, students are required to be able to understand and
to express sentences or clauses on the topics relevant to the text. They are not required
to be an expert in expressing business Chinese. Thus, we considered this course to be
at the intermediate level.

3.24 Fourth Year

(1) Chinese from Audio-Visual Media

The main purpose of this course is to improve students' listening ability. As
mentioned by Yang -Huiyuan (1991) in the Lun:Ting he Shuo, “In the real
communication, listeners and speakers appear in the same situation. Communication
activities will not proceed smoothly unless both of them use the same common code.
Listening and speaking ability rely on each other. One whose listening ability is high,
thire speaking ability will also be relatively high; and one whose speaking ability is
high, he/she also has a strong ability to listen.” So at the same time as the students
listening abilities are improved, their speaking abilities are aso relatively improved.
They are able to talk to a Chinese native on topics of language, culture, and society.
As long as the topics do not exceed their vocabulary and grammatical knowledge,
they can maintain the continuity of conversation.

According to the scope of the study, the teaching materials are al the
multimedia which is actually used in China, such as television programs, broadcasts,
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and films. These materials are not targeted to foreign students, but for the ordinary
Chinese. Therefore, to understand these materials, students language ability must
reach a certain level. We believed this course has aready entered a part of the
advanced level.

(2) Reading of Chinese Newspaper 1

Students are not only required to be able to understand the newspaper reports
and articles, but they are also required to be able to participate in the discussion on the
topics relevant to the news.

We believed this course has already entered a part of the advanced level.
Chinese newspapers have their own unique style of writing, which is considered to be
a high-level language. Thus, it’s impossible for the novice or intermediate students to
understand such a style of language.

(3) Chinese Writing 1

The main purpose of this course is to improve students writing ability.
However, through the writing practice, they can expand their vocabulary and
grammatical knowledge. Moreover, since the class instructor is a Chinese native, so
students also have the opportunity to practice their speaking with the teacher.

We considered this course to be in the intermediate level since its scope
remains limited to everyday life and a part of work situations.

(4) Chinese Writing 2

This course is a continuation of Chinese Writing 1, using the same set of
teaching materials and teaching methods. Students can improve their speaking ability
through the classroom activities, such as asking and answering questions, expressing
their views.

This course belongs to the same scope as the “ Chinese Writing 17, thus we
also put it in the intermediate level.

(5) History of Chinese Literature 1

This course is aimed to provide knowledge of Chinese literature for students.
As for the speaking practice, students can participate in the class discussion, stating
opinions and discussing the topics relevant to Chinese literature.

The teaching materials used are ‘prepared by ‘Chulalongkorn Chinese
curriculum, the contents include the explanation of styles of Chinese literature in each
dynasty. Its purpose is to give students only basic knowledge of Chinese literature for
the further study. Thus, this courseis considered to beinthe intermediate level.

(6) History of ChineseLiterature2

This courseis acontinuation of Chinese Literature 1, using the same set of
teaching materials and teaching methods. Students’ speaking ability isused in
participating in the class discussion on the topics relevant to Chinese literature.

This course belongs to the same scope as the “Chinese Literature 17, thus we
aso placeit in theintermediate level.

(7) Seminar in Modern Chinese Fiction
Although the content of this course focuses on the knowledge of modern
Chinese fiction, the teaching methods require students to participate in class
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discussion, enabling them to express their views. Therefore, this course helps improve
their speaking ability. They are not only able to talk about topics of Chinese literature,
but in conversation, they are also able to evaluate and express opinions about the
literary works. However, their speech may not be smooth. They may only be able to
use familiar words and sentence patterns. Unless imitating the teacher, their
expression may be unlike that of the Chinese natives.

As the language used in Chinese fiction is complicated, it is difficult for those
who are not Chinese natives to understand. In addition, we not only require students
to understand these literature works, but we aso require them to evaluate and express
their views to the works. So this course is decided to be in the advanced level.

(8) Trandation: Thai-Chinese

Most of the content of this course focuses on writing trandation, but there is
an ora trandation exercise part. Since it is a simultaneous trandation, it is hard for
students to maintain the continuity especialy if the scope is higher than their
knowledge. Thus, their oral translation is limited to basic needs of life, study, and
work situations. In addition, they can aso increase their vocabulary knowledge, such
as Chineseidioms.

Since the scope of this course is limited to basic needs of life, study, and work
situations, it is considered to be in the intermediate level.

In conclusion, the subjects of Chulalongkorn University Chinese curriculum
can be classified into three different types : First, the Comprehensive Course, a
course which practices four types of language skills namely listening, speaking,
reading, and writing, such as Chinese 1 and Chinese 2. Second, the Particular Skill
Course, a course which lets students practice each aspect of the ability to use language,
including listening, speaking, reading, writing and trandlation, such as Chinese
Conversation, Chinese Reading and Chinese from Audio-Visual Media. Third, the
Lecture Courses which focus on training Chinese maors in professional knowledge,
such as Chinese literature, Chinese grammar, and Chinese Characters. Such courses
are mostly in the higher years of studying.

Although our curriculum is divided into three different courses, there is a
mutual influence between al three. At the beginning, the students have to study the
comprehensive course in‘order to-gain a basic ahility in using the language. When
their language ability reaches a certain level, they move onto the knowledge areas of
the linguistics and literature fields. However, although the content of such courses do
not correspond with communicative competence, the teaching methods of each course
are helpful. The teachers try to arrange various activities in-the class, such as ora
reports, class discussion in order to let the students have opportunities to practice their
speaking ability.

3.3 Classification Principle of the Chinese Speaking Proficiency
Guidelines of Chulalongkorn University Students

331 TheNoviceLeve
Able to handle a limited number of interactive and social situations. Can ask
and answer questions, initiate and respond to simple statements, ssmply narrate and
describe, and participate in simple conversations on topics of the most immediate
needs. The speaker may lose the ability to maintain the conversation if the topics
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surpass areas of immediate needs. Since vocabulary is limited and speech production
relies on learned materials, so the speech is still influent, the speaker can maintain
only a few coherent sentences. Pronunciation is inaccurate, but may not cause
misunderstanding. The use of grammar is often incorrect, especially on the patterns
which are different from Thai language.

332 Thelntermediate L evel

The students are able to satisfy the requirements of everyday situations and
routine school and work areas, including the basic knowledge of the Chinese major
specialized field. They can initiate and sustain a general conversation, involving areas
of immediate need, school and work activities, current public transactions, and simple
transactions. Students can narrate and describe with some details, linking sentences
together. They have the emerging ability to state and support opinions on topics of
public interest and in Chinese specialized fields. A good control of pronunciation and
tones is demonstrated; however, grammatical errors still occur in complex patterns.

3.3.3 The Advanced L evel

Students are able to satisfy the requirements of a broad variety of everyday
school and work situations, including within the Chinese major professiona field.
They can support opinions, explain in detail, and hypothesize. Oral production
reaches the level of educated speakers, together with rich vocabulary knowledge, and
good control of grammar and idiomatic expressions. The Advanced speaker often
shows remarkable fluency of speech. Unpatterned errors may occur in low-frequency
or complex structures, but errors do not interfere with communication.

34 TheHierarchical Improvement of Chulalongkorn University
Students Speaking Pr oficiency

34.1 L anguage Functions
transact negotiate
enumerate narrate
State support
inform conjecture

(1) Negotiating Ability

At the beginning, since vocabulary and grammar are limited, students
speaking ability is still-limited to clear-cut transactional tasks. However, after aperiod
of practicing, their oral " ability will appear to be more flexible.’ According to our
classification principle, we believe that Chulalongkorn University students
negotiating ability emerges at the novice-high level.

(2) Narrating Ability

At the beginning, students can only express a single sentence or list severa
sentences. The ability to combine sentences together starts at the intermediate level.
Students have begun to be able to describe things or events coherently.
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(3) Opinion Providing

According to our classroom activities, such as asking and answering questions,
and class discussion, students can take this chance to improve their ability to provide
opinions. The novice speaker can state their views in a simple way, whereas at the
intermediate level, the speaker’ s ability to support opinions emerges.

(4) Information Providing

At the novice and intermediate level, students can only provide some
information, conjecture or hypothesis formation starts when the speaker enters the
world of specialized fields. They will have the ability to analyze and interrelate
abstract concepts to make new realities.

Table3-1 The Hierarchical Improvement of the Speaking Functions

Functions
Novice I nter mediate Agl]/a;?g(: /
L evel P
Negotiating transact / ' .
Ability negotiate negotiate negotiate
Naf rating enumerate narrate narrate
Ability
Opinion
Providing state support support
! nforlmlatl on inform inform conjecture
Providing
34.2 L anguage Context and Content
A. Context
fixed flexible
familiar unfamiliar
(1) Flexibility

At the novice level, since students knowledge of the language is limited to
everyday needs areas, they require fixed-context conversation, of which the context
should be limited to everyday needs areas only. At the intermediate level, their
vocabulary and grammatical knowledge should already reach a certain level, so they
can adjust tasks performance according to the various contexts.

(2) Familiarity

Since the curriculum objective is to produce Chinese experts or Chinese
researchers, our students have to study the specialized field in Chinese Linguistics and
Literature. It was decided to start them studying these areas after their language
proficiency is high enough to be able to cope with everyday life areas, so students
enter the unfamiliar areas of knowledge at the intermediate level.



Table 3-2 The Hierarchica Improvement of the Speaking Context
Context
Novice Inter mediate Ag:agﬁi? /

L evel P

Flexibility fixed flexible flexible

Familiarity familiar unfamiliar unfamiliar

B. Content
autobiography specialized
concrete abstract

(1) Areas of Content

“Autobiography” refers to the daily needs of the individua or individual’s
interest. This area of language content is introduced at the beginning. Since the
curriculum objective is to produce Chinese experts or Chinese researchers, our
students have to study the specialized field in Chinese Linguistics and Literature.
They begin to enter the world of this specialized field at the intermediate level.

(2) State of Content
We believe that the concrete content is a characteristic of the novice speaker,

whereas for the intermediate and advanced speaker, they have the ability to cope with
both concrete and abstract content.

Table 3-3 The Hierarchical Improvement of the Speaking Content
Content

Novice I ntermediate Ag&' agﬁi? /
Level P
Areas of . e .
Content autobiography specialized specialized
State of concrete abstract abstract
Content

3.4.3 L anguage Accuracy

unpatterned errors

appropriateness

extended discourse

non-sympathetic listener

freguent error patterns
inappropriateness
telegraphic

sympathetic listener

(1) Error Patterns

Chulalongkorn University students typica errors occur only at the novice
level. At the intermediate and the advanced level, some errors may still occur, but the
same error may not occur repeatedly.
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(2) Appropriateness

Language appropriateness is considered by the correctness of the language
spoken and the understanding level of the interlocutor. At the novice level, students
may have some errors in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary usage. It may cause
some misunderstandings to the listener. However, a the intermediate level, their
pronunciation, grammatical and vocabulary knowledge are improved, and this helps
increase the degree of appropriateness of speaking.

(3) Discour se Extension
The extension of the discourse emerges at the intermediate level since students
begin to be able to explain in detail and to participate in class discussions.

(4) Listener

At the beginning, since students’ speech usually has some grammatical errors,
such as errors in word order, they require a sympathetic listener who understands the
nature of the novice speaker. However, at the intermediate level, their pronunciation,
grammatical and vocabulary knowledge are improved, so they may not require a
sympathetic listener. They would be able to talk to a Chinese native in general.

Table3-4 The Hierarchical Improvement of the Speaking Accuracy
Accuracy

Novice Inter mediate Ag:agrcii?/
L evel b
Error Patterns patterned unpatterned unpatterned
Appropriateness | inappropriate appropriate appropriate
Discourse :
Extension telegraphic extended extended
Listener sympathetic non-sympathetic | non-sympathetic

3.5Conclusion

According to the analysis and discussion in this chapter, the following
conclusions can be reached :
1) The Chinese Proficiency Guidelines of Chulalongkorn University is a
specific classification of speaking ability. We do not intend to use it as
a general guideline for other university students since it is aimed to be
used as a proficiency guideline for Chulalongkorn Chinese-major
students.
2) The components of speaking proficiency that underlie the
Chulalongkorn University proficiency guideline descriptions entirely
correspond with the communicative ability.
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CHAPTER IV

THE COMPARABILITY OF
ACTFL CHINESE PROFICIENCY GUIDELINESAND
CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY CHINESE CURRICULUM

In Chapter 2, ACTFL CPG was discussed and it was found that (1) CPG
belongs to the universal guidelines and (2) CPG completely corresponds with so-
called “communicative competence’.”. In Chapter 3, the CU Chinese language
curriculum was mainly discussed and “Chulalongkorn University Chinese Speaking
Proficiency Guidelines” were designed. As the result of the analysis, it is found that
CU guidelines aso depend upon “communicative competence’, but it is appropriate
for Chulalongkorn University students only, and not for other university students,
which is to say it is not universal. In this chapter, the differences between both
guidelinesis mainly discussed.

Table4-1 Comparison of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency Guidelines and
Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum
Guidelines ACTFL Chinese Chulalongkorn University
Leve Proficiency Guidelines Chinese Curriculum
Able to perform very limited | Sufficient communication for
language ability in the aspects | ssimple elementary needs and
Novice of narrow life and socia | very simple  memorized
needs materia relating to everyday
objects and situations.
Able to handle with much | Communication ability in
broader scope in day-to-day | most basic needs and work
Intermediate | needs and social situations aress, including basic
knowledge in the Chinese
major special field.
Sufficient performance in al | Sufficient performance in all
Advanced / situations they faced situations they faced,
Superior including Chinese  major
professional field.

In this chapter, both guidelines will be compared in vertical and horizontal
planes. The vertical plane "discusses the differences between both, dealing with the
content of ability in each level. The horizontal plane will consider the progression of
Chinese speaking ability from novice to advanced.



4.1 The Content Structure of ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines

and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

411

Table4-2

Novice L eve

Comparison of the Novice Level of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency

Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

ACTFL Chinese Chulalongkorn University
Proficiency Guidelines Chinese Curriculum
Functions e expressisolated words e expressisolated words
e expresssmplesentence | e express sentences
e ask and answer question | e ask and answer question
inasimple way e paticipate in faceto-
face conversation
e simply narate and
describe
Context e hasic needs of daily life| e most everyday life areas
and areas
Content
Accuracy o freguent wrong | e frequent Inaccurate
pronunciation pronunciation
e serious lack of grammar | ¢ a lot of grammatical
and vacabulary mistakes
e limited continuity e limited fluency
4111 L anguage Functions

1) Expressing I solated Words Function

On the ACTFL CPG, the novice-low speaker’s oral production is limited to a
few common loan words in English, such as “ kungfu”, “ chow mien”. It is well
known that the first stage of language learning starts from isolated words, even though
Chulalongkorn’s Chinese speaking proficiency does not make mention of this
speaking function. In fact; our students’ condition is the same as that of the ACTFL’s.
However, our-students are all Thai. natives, and there-are-a large amount of Chinese
loan words in Thai. Thus, in the case of studying isolated words, we think that our
students' condition is much better.

2) Expressing Sentences Function
The ACTFL CPG requires the novice speaker to be able to express only short
statements utilizing simple formulaic utterances, such as “duashdo gian?” , whereas
our curriculum requires students to start expressing commonly used Chinese
structures since the first stage of learning. For example, the positive, negative and
guestion form of “S+V+QO” dtructure: “Women bumai bi.”; comparison form:
“ Zhongguo bi Taigud da ji bé?” . In addition, students are also able to express severa

sentences coherently.
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3) Conversation Function
According to the above explanation, the novice level of the ACTFL CPG is
very limited. Basicaly, speakers can only ask and answer simple questions, but
cannot maintain the continuity of a conversation. However, Chulalongkorn’s Chinese
curriculum requires students to have face-to face conversational ability. We think that
novice students should be able to cope with the scope of everyday needs conversation,
such as bargaining and talking about personal interests.

4) Narrating and Describing Function
There is no mention of the narrating and describing ability in the novice level
of the ACTFL CPG. However, this language has emerged in the novice level of
Chulalongkorn’s requirements. Students are able to describe things and narrate events
within the scope of everyday needs, such as self-introduction, but their speech is still
limited to the continuity of several sentences.

4112 L anguage Context and Content
1) Everyday Life Areas

Although the novice levels of the two guidelines are limited to the same
context and content, that is everyday life areas, there are some differences between
the two. The ACTFL CPG islimited to only the areas of daily life within the scope of
basic needs, whereas Chulaongkorn novice students are able to cope with most
everyday life areas. In addition, due to the close ties of Sino-Thai culture, Chinese
culture has had a great influence on Thal society, in such ways as traditional Chinese
festivals, Chinese food, and Chinese arts. Moreover, thereis alot of knowledge about
Chinese culture contained in our teaching materials. Therefore, students have an
understanding of Chinese culture from the novice level. This enables them to be able
to communicate with Chinese people more effectively.

4113 L anguage Accur acy
1) Pronunciation Accuracy
At the novice level of the ACTFL CPG, due to the influence of the mother
tongue language, speakers pronunciation is often faulty. Therefore, it is difficult for
others to understand. However, for Chulalongkorn University students, although their
pronunciation is sometimes inaccurate, it may not cause misunderstanding for the
listener. Since the Chinese-Tha phonetic ‘system is very close one syllable is
composed of consonant' sounds, 'vowel sounds, ‘and tone.. Therefore, when Thai
students study Chinese phonetics, they rarely encounter serious problems.

2) Grammatical and VVocabulary Accuracy

The ACTFL CPG believe that at the novice level, because of the influence of
the speakers mother tongue, there will always be grammatical and vocabulary usage
errors, such as wrong word order: “ Shénme ni yao?” ; wrong vocabulary usage: “ Wo
shi zhér.”. However, since many fundamental structures of Thai and Chinese are
similar, Thai students can directly translate into Chinese. Therefore, they rarely make
these kinds of mistake. Anyway, there are some grammatical structures that are
different between Thai and Chinese. In this case, students will still have good control
of these structures if they are high-frequency users. For example, an adverb used as a
verb modifier: “Wo hén xihuan Hanyz.” . If the structures are not used frequently,
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there will usually be some grammatical errors, such as wrong word order of verb
complement: “ Ta huigqu Zhongguo le.” .

3) Fluency

At the novice level of the ACTFL CPG, the speakers’ speech continuity is

very limited. However, according to the above explanation, Chulalongkorn University
students have quite a good control of Chinese grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation,
and this affects the continuity of their speech. Although the continuity of their speech
may still be limited, at least, they are able to maintain the continuity of several
sentences.
4.1.2 Intermediate L evel

Table4-3 Comparison of the Intermediate Level of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

ACTFL Chinese Chulalongkorn University
Proficiency Guidelines Chinese Curriculum
Functions e ask and answer e talk in general on the
e tak in genera on the| everyday lifetopic
familiar topic e participate in a face-to-
e describe and explain face conversation on the
e simply express some | topicsof study and work
ideas e describe and explain in
detail
e express some ideas and
opinions
e participate in discussion
Context e most everyday life| ¢ most everyday life
and areas aress
Content e limited study and work | e  part of work situation,
situations including Chinese major
specialized field
Accuracy e frequent incorrect | o good pronunciation
pronunciation e good control of high-
o good control of simple | frequency used grammatical
and = high-frequency used | structures
grammatical structures . maintain continuity of
o maintain coherent | speech
conversation on the familiar
topics
41.2.1 L anguage Functions

1) Conversation Function

At the intermediate level of ACTFL CPG, the speaker can create longer and
more complex sentences. Thus, this causes the ability of asking and answering to be
developed in the actual conversation ability.
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However, a the intermediate level of Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum,
students will be able to talk in general with Chinese people on the topics of everyday
life. Students have quite a lot opportunity to practice their speaking ability in the
classroom, thus they make great progress in the conversation function. They are able
to maintain conversation continuity. In addition, at the intermediate level, students
have studied a lot of Chinese language courses and the Chinese for business course,
so they can aso participate in conversation in the areas of study and work situations.

2) Narrating and Describing Function

The narrating and describing function of the ACTFL CPG dtarts at the
intermediate level. At the intermediate-low level, the function is limited to ssmple
statements, and progresses to be able to describe in detail at the intermediate-high
level. However, it is still limited to familiar and commonly used areas.

As for Chulalongkorn University students, their narrating and describing
ability starts at the novice level. At the intermediate level, they can narrate and
describe with some details and linking sentences together. They can give descriptions
of things and events, and also interpretations of procedures and methods. In addition,
they are not only able to narrate and describe things in everyday life areas, but they
can aso participate in formal situations, such as making a speech and participating in
adebate.

3) Expressing Ideas Function

When speakers can express their ideas and opinions, it means their language
proficiency has reached a certain level. The speaker not only needs to have an
understanding of the topic, but he/she also needs to create sentences with flexibility.
This function of the ACTFL CPG emerges at the intermediate-high level, but it is still
limited to a circuitous way of speech. As for Chulalongkorn students, we think that
the function emerges at the beginning of the intermediate level. At the beginning, they
may have to imitate the teachers’ speech, but after a period of practice, they are able
to be creative with the language, using their own statements to express their views.

4122 L anguage Context and Content
1) Everyday Life Areas
At the intermediate level, the ACTFL CPG and Chulaongkorn Chinese
curriculum baoth requires speakersto be able to cope with- most everyday life areas.

2) Study and Work Areas

At theintermediate of the ACTFL CPG, the study and work areas of speaking
are till limited, whereas the CU intermediate speaker has begun to cope with such
areas. ‘Since the CU curriculum objective is to train students in Chinese major
knowledge for them to be able to use in their future job after graduation, it is
necessary to set up this area of knowledge from the intermediate level. Students
should be able cope with the scope of work situations, such as business and secretarial
work. They are aso able to cope with Chinese professional knowledge, including
grammar and literature.

4123 L anguage Accur acy
1) Pronunciation Accuracy
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The pronunciation of the ACTFL intermediate speaker is still frequently
incorrect. It is believed that this is the influence of the speaker’s mother tongue. In
English, there is no such concept of tone like that in Chinese and Thai, so it is very
difficult for the English speaking native to reproduce correctly. As for Tha students,
tone is not a serious problem for them. Pronunciation problems are rare from the
novice level. At the intermediate level, although some pronunciations are still
inaccurate, it may not lead to the listener’ s misunderstanding.

2) Grammatical and Vocabulary Accuracy

According to the ACTFL CPG, the intermediate speaker’s grammatical and
vocabulary accuracy is limited to simple structures and high-frequency use
vocabulary. As for Chulalongkorn intermediate students, no matter whether the
sentences are simple or complex or similar or different from the Thai language, if they
are in the scope of high-frequency use, students' expressing ability will be highly
accurate. For example, “bg” structure: “ Ta ba zhuozi ban guolai le.” ; comparison
structure: “Jmtian de tiangi bi’ giantian haodeduo.”. However, when they meet
unfamiliar structures, they may use Tha structures to replace them, such as using the
verbs “ hui” and “ néng” to replace the resultative complement: “ Wo méiyou suotou,
ba hui kai mén.”.

3) Fluency

At the intermediate level of the ACTFL CPG, speakers begin to maintain
coherent speech, but the topics must be in familiar areas. According to Chulalongkorn
Chinese curriculum requirements, speech continuity is not only limited to familiar
areas, but students can also maintain coherent conversation on the topics of cultural,
educational, linguistics, and other professional areas. However, their speech may not
be at a high degree of fluency; they can only maintain a certain level of continuity.
They may still need a period of time to think and prepare before the speech.

4.1.3 Advanced L evel

Table 4-4 Comparison of the Advanced Level of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

ACTFL Chinese Chulalongkorn University
Proficiency Guidelines Chinese Curriculum
Functions e cCan cope with. most| e can cope with most
everyday needs everyday needs
e formal or informal [ e forma or informal
conversation conversation
e explainin detall e explainin detal

e participate in the| e participate in the
discussion on the topic in| discussion on the topic in
specialized fields speciaized fields
e Chinese professional
research and the work of
Chinese teaching
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ACTFL Chinese Chulalongkorn University
Proficiency Guidelines Chinese Curriculum
Context e most daly life and| ¢ most of the daily life,
and socia need and work areas
Content e study, work  and| e Chinese major
specialized field areas professionals and other
speciaized field areas
Accuracy e accurate pronunciation e accurate pronunciation
e good control of | « good control of
grammatical structure grammatical structure
e rich vocabulary e rich vocabulary
o fluent language o fluent language
4131 Language Functions

1) General Communication

At the advanced level, speakers can communicate on the topics of daily life,
study, and work. Communication within the scope of the specialized field is
characterized by the advanced plus and the superior speakers. According to
Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum, the students ability to communicate in the
specialized field emerges at the beginning of the advanced level. At the high degree of
the advanced level, they are required to reach the degree of an educated speaker, so
that they can work effectively on the Chinese language and literature areas.

2) Narrating and Describing Function
The ACTFL CPG requires advanced speakers to narrate and describe in detail.
Our requirement is the same. However, we aso require them to use fine and beautiful
language.

3) Discussion Function

According to the ACTFL CPG, the speakers' ability to discuss the topics of a
specialized field has emerged at the superior level, whereas our curriculum requires
students to encounter such tasks since the beginning of the advanced level. Advanced
students are able to discuss a specialized field of topics, especialy concerning the
Chinese language and linguistics topics. They are able to support opinions and
hypothesize.

4.1.3.2 L anguage Context and Content
1) Everyday Lifeand Social Need

The highest requirement on the everyday life and social need topics of the
ACTFL CPG and Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum is almost the same. Speakers are
able to satisfy the requirements of a broad variety of everyday life, school and work
situations.

2) Specialized Areas
Sincethe ACTFL CPG isauniversa proficiency guideline, they do not design
any fixed areas of specialized field. Therefore, the scope of specialized field
mentioned will vary from one speaker to another. As for the Chulalongkorn Chinese
curriculum, since our purpose is to train Chinese language professionals or Chinese
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teachers, the scope of the Chinese language speciaized field is mentioned at the
advanced level. However, on the areas of other professional speciaized fields, the
students’ ability to control may also vary.

4.1.3.3 L anguage Accur acy
1) Pronunciation, Grammatical, and Vocabulary Accuracy

The highest requirement on pronunciation, grammatical and vocabulary usage
of the ACTFL CPG and Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum are almost the same.
Speakers will have good control of pronunciation, grammatical structure and
vocabulary usage. They will have rich vocabulary knowledge. However, the CU
curriculum also requires students to have knowledge of Chinese idioms; they are able
to use such an advanced degree of vocabulary properly.

2) Fluency
At the advanced level of the ACTFL CPG, speakers are able to speak fluently
on the topics of everyday life and social needs unless they are in a tense situation. If
topics are of a very abstract nature, they may need a period of time to think and
prepare. As for the advanced speakers of Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum, their
fluent speech is not only limited to everyday life areas of topics, but they are also able
to talk on the topics of Chinese language and academic knowledge fluently.

4.2 The Hierarchical Improvement of Speaking Proficiency of the
ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guideline and Chulalongkorn University
Chinese Curriculum

421 L anguage Functions
transact = = 7~ Y T negotiate
enumerate narrate
sae support
inform conjecture

(1) Negotiating Ability

Table4-5 Comparison of the Negotiating Ability of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level : . Advanced /
Novice Inter mediate ) R
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency transact negotiate negotiate
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese transact/ negotiate negotiate
) negotiate
Curriculum
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The negotiating task progresses from the performance of clear-cut
transactional tasks to those demanding higher flexibility, requiring the speaker to
“read” the situation and adjust task performance accordingly.

According to the ACTFL CPG, the transacting and negotiating ability is
separated between the novice and intermediate level. However, the Chulalongkorn
Chinese curriculum is designed to have them separated at the novice level. It does not
mean that Chulalongkorn University students do not need to rely on any stereotypes
of conversation, but since they have the chance to practice their ora proficiency in the
classroom, this causes them to make great improvements in their speaking ability.
When they reach the higher proficiency level, they will have better control of such
tasks. They may not need time to think and prepare and the errors that occur may also
be reduced accordingly.

(2) Narrating Ability

Table 4-6 Comparison of the Narrating Ability of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level . . Advanced /
Novice Inter mediate Super|

Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency - enumerate narrate
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese enumerate narrate narrate
Curriculum

The narrating ability here includes the speaker’s ability to describe things and
to narrate a story. It progresses from the identification of discrete elements or listing
occurrences to the explicitness of description or the sequentia recounting of events.

According to the ACTFL CPG, since the proficiency of the novice level is
very limited, the enumerating ability starts at the intermediate level, and is improved
to narrating ability at the advanced level. On the basis of the Chulalongkorn Chinese
curriculum, students begin to express discrete elements of narration at the novice level,
and at the intermediate level they begin to combine sentences together and describe
things coherently. The question may be asked, “Why does our students speaking
ability improve so fast?” We believe that at the first stage of learning, our students do
not have serious problems on Chinese grammatical and vocabulary usage since Thai-
Chinese language structure is quite similar. Moreover, we also take into account their
learning time and classroom activities. They have quite a lot of opportunities to
practice in the classroom. Therefore, we think that the degree of improvement is a
matter of course.
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(3) Opinion Providing

Table4-7 Comparison of the Opinion Providing Ability of the ACTFL Chinese
proficiency Guidelines and Chula ongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level Novice Inter mediate Aéj&/anqed/
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency - state support
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese state support support
Curriculum

The opinion providing ability progresses from stating an opinion to providing
cohesive and coherent arguments to support the opinion.

According the ACTFL CPG, the speakers' ability to state their opinions starts
a the intermediate level, and at the advanced level they are able to support opinions.
However, the Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum places the stating opinion ability at
the novice level. We believe that at the initial level, they should at least be able to
master the vocabulary and grammatical structures used in everyday life, and be ableto
combine them together to make some opinions, such as“ Zuo féiji hen gui, women zuo
husche qu, zenmeyang?” . Students are able to support opinions at the intermediate
level. Although they may not express ideas fluently, they can express them in asimple
way. At the advanced level, they can provide coherent arguments to support opinions
without any serious restrictions.

(4) Information Providing

Table 4-8 Comparison of the Information Providing Ability of the ACTFL Chinese
proficiency Guidelines and Chulal ongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level Novice Intermediate Agl]/anqed /
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency < inform conjecture
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese inform inform conjecture
Curriculum

Speaker’s information providing ability progresses from the level of
information provision to that of hypothesis formation, where one enters the world of
conjecture, of freely arranging and interrelating abstract concepts to make new
realities.

According to the ACTFL CPG, there is no information providing function
mentioned at the novice level. It starts at the intermediate level, and is improved to
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the conjecture ability at the advanced level. As for the Chulaongkorn University
curriculum, athough students speaking ability is still limited, they can at least
provide some information connected to everyday life, such as“ Wo shi Zhilaldnggong
daxué yr nianji de xuésheng.” By the intermediate level, their expression has not yet
reached the function of establishing assumption. Hypothesis formation starts at the
advanced level, where students can participate in discussion on the topics of Chinese
language and literature. Moreover, they are also able to continue studying in such
areas of knowledge.

422 L anguage Context and Content
A. Context

fixed flexible

familiar unfamiliar

(1) Flexibility

Table4-9 Comparison of the Context Flexibility of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

L Novice Intermediate Agl]/anqed/
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency fixed fixed flexible
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese fixed flexible flexible
Curriculum

The flexibility of the context progresses from fixed context conversation in
which one’s speech may be guided by an interlocutor prompting through frequent
comprehension checks, multiple descriptions, and other clarification devices to
conversations which require greater degrees of integration.

As the ACTFL CPG mentions, the novice and intermediate speakers have to
rely on a fixed context of communication because at the two levels, speakers
knowledge of language is still limited. Thus; it is hard for them to master
conversations on unfixed topics. In reference to Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum,
students have to rely on afixed context of communication-only at the novice level.
This is because students are expected to be able to master most areas of everyday
needs from the first stage of study. Then, they enter into the areas of the Chinese
professionals and other specialized areas. Therefore, at the novice level, where
students' knowledge is still limited, they need fixed conversation. As their speaking
proficiency reaches the intermediate level, a flexible context of conversation is
acceptable for them. However, the ability to master the flexible is limited to an
individua’s knowledge. At the advanced level, they are able to control conversations
over awidespread context. This does not mean that they can participate in all topics of
conversation. The advanced speakers are only required to master context in the areas
of everyday life and work and they can master effectively such areas of topics.
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(2) Familiarity

Table4-10 Comparison of the Context Familiarity of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level Novice Inter mediate Agl:/anqed /
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency familiar familiar unfamiliar
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese familiar unfamiliar unfamiliar
Curriculum

We believe that the familiar and unfamiliar areas of context of individuals may
vary. But, in general, the maost familiar context for individual should bein the areas of
everyday life, and the context with unfamiliarity should be in the areas of specialized
field.

It is believed that the familiar and unfamiliar areas of context of individuas
may vary. But, in general, the most familiar context for an individual should bein the
areas of everyday life, and the contexts with unfamiliarity should be in the areas of
specialized fields.

In reference to the ATFL CPG, at the novice and the intermediate level, since
aspeakers' knowledge of language is very limited, they can only cope with afamiliar
context of conversation. Referring to the Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum, familiar
areas of context are limited to only the novice level. At the intermediate level, they
are able to meet a part of Chinese professional and work areas, such as simple
transactions, and opinion providing on the topics of Chinese Language. At the
advanced level, whether familiar or unfamiliar context, they are able to cope with ease.

B. Content

autobiography specialized

concrete abstract

(1) Areasof Content

Table4-11 Comparison of Areas of Content of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level : : Advanced /
Novice Inter mediate SuDer|

Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency autobiography | autobiography specialized
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese | autobiography specialized specialized
Curriculum
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The continua progresses from the autobiographical areas, where one can cope
with familiarity and confidence, to the distant areas, far from everyday needs, such as
the specialized fields.

According to the ACTFL CPG, areas of language content for the novice and
intermediate speakers are still limited to autobiographical areas, and the specialized
areas are placed at the advanced level. However, the hierarchy of the Chulalongkorn
Chinese curriculum is different. It ranges from autobiographical areas at the novice
level to specialized areas at the intermediate level. We believe that in order to reach
the curriculum objectives at the advanced level, students should begin to learn a part
of the Chinese Language field from the intermediate level. When their orad
proficiency improves to the advanced level, they are able to deal with specialized
areas of language content smoothly.

(2) State of Content

Table 4-12 Comparison of States of Content of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level . : Advanced /
Novice I ntermediate Superi

Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency concrete concrete abstract
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese concrete abstract abstract
Curriculum

“Concrete” here refers to concrete content clearly based on facts, and
“abstract” refersto the content further away from facts, such as ideas, and opinions.

According to the ACTFL CPG, the novice and intermediate speakers are
characterized by their ability to control concrete content, and the advanced speakers
are characterized by the ability to master abstract content. However, the
Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum requires speakers to master abstract content from
since the intermediate level. At the intermediate level, our students are not only able
to ask and answer questions, but they are also able to express their views on the topics
of everyday life and the topics in relation to the class content. At the advanced level,
their ability to express abstract language content is more effective, they are able to
provide opinions and evaluations.

423 L anguage Accuracy

frequent error patterns unpatterned errors
ingppropriateness appropriateness
telegraphic extended discourse

sympathetic listener non-sympathetic listener
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(2) Error Patterns

Table 4-13 Comparison of Errors Patterns of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency Guidelines
and Chulaongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Level : . Advanced /
Novice Inter mediate SuDer|

Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency patterned patterned unpatterned
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese patterned unpatterned unpatterned
Curriculum

The continua progresses from the error patterns which occur frequently to
errors which occur only by chance and inconsistently.

As mentioned in the ACTFL CPG, errors occur frequently at the novice and
intermediate level, whereas at the advanced level, errors are less. According to the
Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum, patterned errors occur only at the novice level
while at the intermediate and the advanced level, only unpatterned errors occur.

On the pronunciation side, pronunciation is not a serious problem for
Chulalongkorn students. There may occur slightly inaccurate pronunciation, such as
the confusing of consonant sounds: “zh” and “z”. However, after a period of practice,
errors only occasionally occur.

As for vocabulary and grammar, since Chinese and Thai belong to the same
language family, the Sino-Tibetan family, a lot of vocabulary usage and grammatical
structures of the two languages are similar. Thus, it is easy for Thai students to study
Chinese grammar. However, there are also some grammatical structures which are
different between the two languages. At the beginning of study, students speech may
have some patterned errors, but through a period of practice they will be able to gain
good control over the basic vocabulary and grammatical structures.

(2) Appropriateness

Table 4-14 Comparison.-of the "language Appropriateness of the ACTFL Chinese
proficiency Guidelines and Chula ongkorn University Chinese Curriculum
Level Novice I ntermediate Agl:/anged /
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency inappropriate inappropriate appropriate
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese | inappropriate appropriate appropriate
Curriculum
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The ora proficiency’s appropriateness includes the appropriateness of
pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar. It should be considered by the correctness
of the language spoken and the understanding level of the interlocutor.

Inappropriate speech may occur at the novice and the intermediate level of the
ACTFL CPG. However, according to Chulalongkorn students, inappropriate speech
may occur only at the novice level. In fact, there might be some pronunciation,
vocabulary, and grammatica mistakes, but the mistakes may not lead to
misunderstandings.

(3) Discour se Extension

Table 4-15 Comparison of the Discourse Extension of the ACTFL Chinese proficiency
Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Leval Novice I nter mediate Agl:/anc_:ed /
Guidelines perior
ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency telegraphic telegraphic extended
Guidelines
Chulalongkorn
University Chinese telegraphic extended extended
Curriculum

The continua progresses from telegraphical discourse, in which the speaker
relies on the use of listing and discrete elements of language, to extended discourse, in
which speaker can perform smoothly and fluently.

The novice level of the ACTFL CPG and Chulaongkorn Chinese curriculum
are both characterized by the use of telegraphic expression. At the intermediate level
of the ACTFL CPG, the speaker's speech is still telegraphic, whereas for the
Chulalongkorn student, his/her speech becomes extended. Students can give a speech
and participate in a face-to-face conversation.

(4) Listener

Table 4-16 Comparison-of ‘Various Conversation Listeners of the ACTFL Chinese
proficiency Guidelines and Chulaongkorn University Chinese Curriculum

Leve . . Advanced /
Novice Intermediate SuDer|
Guiddines perior
ACTFL Chinese non-
Proficiency sympathetic sympathetic sympathetic

Guiddines

Chulalongkorn
University Chinese | sympathetic
Curriculum

non- non-
sympathetic sympathetic
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The speaker’ s lack of accuracy and flexibility will likely place a burden on the
listener. It will leave listener having to frame the message, while the cohesion and
developmental features of discourse will serve to lessen the guessing factor of the
interlocutor. Thus, the degree of speaker reliance on the interlocutor constitutes one
factor in accuracy.

According to the ACTFL CPG, the novice and intermediate speakers will need
sympathetic listeners to understand them, but they can communicate with non-
sympathetic listeners when their speaking ability reaches the advanced level.
Referring to the Chulalongkorn Chinese curriculum, students may have
pronunciation, vocabulary and grammatical usage at the novice level, thus, they need
to talk to listeners who can understand them. At the intermediate level, their speech
accuracy will be improved; they will be ableto talk to Chinese peoplein general.

4.3 Conclusion
Based on the above vertica and horizontal analysis, the following can be
concluded:

1) Each aspect of the hierarchical proficiency of Chulalongkorn University
Chinese curriculum is higher than the ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines.

2) Theimprovement of Chulalongkorn University Chinese curriculum is faster
than ACTFL Chinese Proficiency Guidelines.

Table4-17 Correspondence of Speaking Proficiency Scales
Chulalongkorn ACTFL
University Chinese Content
Chinese Proficiency
Curriculum Guidelines
Distinguished | educated speakers
can participate in a discussion on any area
Advanced / Superior of topic_:s, can support opinions and
Superior Iny/pelifees .
can communicate on the areas of everyday
Advanced-Plus | life and specialized field, can provide and
support opinions
Advanced can .participate_ in a genera ponversatjon,
I nter mediate _ provide some views, and expla_ln in detall_
Intermediate- | can meet with most everyday life and social
High needs
Inter mediate. | € parti_ci patein faceuto-_face C(_)nv_er_sation,
) communicate on the topics of individual’s
Mid )
interests
. Intermediate- | can use certain grammar structures to meet
Novice
L ow everyday needs
can use a single sentence to meet basic
Novice-High | living needs, such as ask and answer
guestions
NoviceMid can use very short sentence to meet with
basic needs
Novice-Low | non-communicative competence
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Here are the conclusions of the differences between ACTFL Chinese
Proficiency Guidelines and Chulalongkorn University Chinese guidelines, including
further explanations:

1) The Chulalongkorn University Chinese speaking proficiency guidelines
only focus on the main objective of the curriculum, that is, to produce graduates who
are fully adept and knowledgeable in the Chinese language and Chinese literature, so
that they can study further and become Chinese language experts, Chinese language
researchers or Chinese language lecturers in the university. Unless the level of
proficiency is quite high, it isimpossible to reach the superior level.

2) The Chulalongkorn University Chinese speaking proficiency guidelines are
for students who are maoring in Chinese. Apart from learning Chinese, they have to
learn about other aspects of linguistics. This is the reason why students ability
improves so quickly.

3) The Chinese language and Thai language are in the same language family,
which is the Sino-Tibetan family. Therefore, phonetics, vocabulary and grammar are
rather ssimilar. This can help Tha students to learn Chinese language easier and also
has an influence on the improvement of students” speaking ability.

CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

According to the results of the comparison between ACTFL CPG and
Chulalongkorn University Chinese speaking proficiency guidelines in Chapter 1V, we
can prove that although our Chinese speaking guidelines are rather different from
ACTFL CPG. Importance is still given to communicative competence, and the
Chinese speaking guidelines are also very suitable for Chulalongkorn University
students. In this chapter, “Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines: A Case
Study of Chulalongkorn University Students’ is summarised.

5.1 Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines. A Case Study of
Chulalongkorn university Students

Novice

Learners are able to handle a limited number of interactive and socia
situations. Can ask and answer questions, initiate and respond.to. simple statements,
simply narrate and describe, and participate in simple conversations on topics of the
most immediate needs. The speaker may lose the ability to maintain the conversation
if the topics surpass areas of immediate needs. Since vocabulary is limited and speech
production relies on learned materials, so the speech is still not fluent, the speaker can
maintain only a few coherent sentences. Pronunciation is inaccurate, but may not
cause misunderstanding. The use of grammar is often incorrect, especially patterns
which are different from the Thai language.
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I ntermediate

Students are able to satisfy the requirements of everyday situations and routine
school and work areas, including the basic knowledge of the Chinese maor
specialized field. They can initiate and sustain a general conversation, involving areas
of immediate needs, school and work activities, current public transactions, and
simple transactions. Can narrate and describe with some details, linking sentences
together. There is the emerging ability to state and support opinions on the topics of
public interest and within Chinese specialized fields. Students have good control of
pronunciation and tones; however grammeatical errors still occur in complex patterns.

Advanced

Here the students are able to satisfy the requirements of a broad variety of
everyday school and work situations, including within the Chinese major professional
field. They can support opinions, explain in detail and hypothesize. Oral production
reaches the level of educated speakers, and they have acquired a rich vocabulary
knowledge, and good control of grammar and idiomatic expressions. The Advanced
speaker often shows remarkable fluency of speech. Unpatterned errors may occur in
low-frequency or complex structures, but errors do not interfere with communication.

5.2 The Uses of “ Everyday Chinese Speaking Proficiency Guidelines: A
Case Study of Chulalongkorn univer sity Students’

5.2.1 The Suggestion for Speaking Test

1) The content of the test must be according to communicative competence,
but not the progression of the students. The traditional Chinese language examination
is adways based on the number of Chinese characters and grammatical structures
which students learn. If two persons know 1,000 Chinese characters, but those
Chinese characters are not the same, is their speaking ability also the same? We think
that students' speaking ability is not how many Chinese characters or grammatical
structures they have learned, but that concern should be given to these three
conditions:

Firstly, language performance depends upon the qualifications and functions
of the language which can be shown in general communicative skills.

Secondly, language performance must be accorded to the specific situation,
and this situation is limited by socia ‘and cultural conditions.

Thirdly, the differences of language performance levels can mostly be seen in
the particular situation. Language function should be used appropriately to achieve the
purposes that they have to satisfy social and professional needs..

2) The purpose of the test isto distinguish students’ speaking ability, whether
their ability is good enough to communicate with other people. Students can use
language as a tool of communication, and they can deal with various socia and
professional needs.

5.2.2 The Suggestion for Selection of the Teaching Materials

1) To comprehensively design the content of teaching materias. the use of
speaking materials in practicing conversations; these materials should be related to
daily life, socia situation and occupational needs; the materials should be from China
or Taiwan, for authentic purposes. These materials are allocated to each level, the
content should be appropriate to social, cultural situation and students' needs.
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2) To plan the usages of materials. to train the lecturers how to use materials,
to supervise the practical use of the materials, to ask for the lecturers’ opinions about
the materials, and to adjust the materials to be appropriate for students.
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