CHAPTLER ¥
THE TWFLULICE O CLIIATE AWD
EAVIRGETINLT O DURSE wESTENIERS

iha climato grd environoent Rovo influence, eithor
diractly or indireotly, en tho getorners in the Last ong
tue South Seas. Naaghen hinswif im his preface to jh Hing
phewod thot the cuaracters ir tha Boolkk cebed in suwon airence
ways bacsusa of tho offsct: of olinsts end environment
vihioh wery cuite giffaerent from the 2limede and covicoasant
ot home in Txplond:
Of courae I dp no% claim ot t..0 utorios in
this booll could omly hinve toign pirce in $he
et of oo world I jiave describsd. I thiak
Gru eoirlé Timwe bolen pluoe Zp o Indlio or ik
ather colond s of the Tiriiich Tunive; Suay
cortzinly couvid not hiave token piace in Tasland,
for tiay depend on the environneot 4in vhich
%0 cngractors enowen Lind Liengalwes and on
tua exfoct uson thoo o8 a2 uenudr of 1ifo wnidich
iz nov gquite metural to thers M40
Lhe elinabic sod enviramionbtal faoctors vich affoct
thie Ostornona orw head, humidity, lonelinuss, soliiude

gxc bosuty.
A« L'oanat gnd Munigity

“ho heoet affoetved 45 Loctorners beth Dhivolically
el uontally. Yayosieczlly, FHhey becsme old faster thon
thay vwould heve in dhe colider e¢licoio a2t bome. Whe

wBstarners in tie hot elineto were like pleabs chich o
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too much sun and consequantly dind Goonexr thun thoy should
have. Gaze conmented to !nushen on the effaect of the
heat, "You havon'’t livod cut East all you life. It ages
onc bofore ong's time. OGne's on ¢ldorly nom at fifty
end nt Eifty-~five onoe'o Eoéd for notihing but the scraphaap."lul

The oot alse modo theso Loestorners 1ess octivo.
they azd not foel like vorkiny:, opnd .:03t of thez btool &
o in Lo afternocz becouse LT vak Too kot for them Ho
work. Uhoy becano woegd end ill if thoy Gid not have
crongh rest or % Lo 2 cooloR ¢linsyve for ¢ chgmie of air
and tampuyotore. Thot wos the reasen vhy Ghoey wod pewlar
home loove and 20 vhy Sheo “voblabant niscicporios wonRt
L. thels: swimer »abreous ian thoe n1lls Juxis) Yo het.
gceocom. IV Tos this cusbton Shict tcused Vir. Soaundiera to
pak0 a jokoe gbont Jezus Chriost's visivins the Protoegtzant
Uigsions and hoopitels only %o £ind %Suew cupty, for thoy
were ¢ osed Ior Lh Swmnicr.

Tadvierd Farnerd's decreassd sabiliosn e vork to earn
2 livings taos alao guo o ¢he hest. e becore doro ency-oing
lilkke the Yghitlans, ARG beoouae of Lt heot, Lo odopled
tre notive cosinuucs called morecs vhich Arnold Soelioor
congiderad vory nrocotical beenuso it ©ac Tnucl, convoaient,
PR inﬂxpensive.“lqa

dingcs st Uosvernere catie o the oet srd thio Sagkh

Spas vhen thoy wore jyouns, theliy cdutotion vaich porsly
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helped ‘thelyr minds to dovelap was cut short. They were
in a2 now environmgnt vhere pogple thought that phyeienl
exercise and cord-playing verc mero important thon road:ings
lereaver, the bost .nade thon lazlor ond $hoerefora it olse
affoctod thoir mental dovelopmont. MNaugham noticed thetb
foany widdle-agod Lesterners like Bronsen cotilll had tho
noatollty of adelascents. |

One ¢f the nost disconcerting things %o theo

traveller is to soe stout, miﬂdlo-agad

gentlengn, with bald heads, cpeoking ond

acting like schoolboys. You pight almozt

think dhuat no ideo has eaterod cheir hesds

since they fixst poasged through the Bnez

Vanal. Thowsh marpiod and the fathors of

Shildrun, and perkaps in control ofalarse

businosca, tiey continug te look upon lifo

fron the stondpoint of the aixth form.ld3

Aloo partly because of nndev-¢ducztion in the home

environnent; lack ef "cultural® sctivities: theotre ona
coneory Foiac; inek of good booku; und pertly beceuus of
Che hoat, fov ‘ostornors were intellectual. iieay, lilke
Bronson, never road a bock. Hany otucrs 4id wot rocé
sericus books but read only ehosn novols, newuspapera and
nagazinges. od thow:ht hincelf @ (reoat reader becsune he

read tuo Gaturdsy Xveninm “oct ropulcrly. Gruyter enjoycd

reading cheawn Froack movels. The fou liln the anols end

doilson tho loved litoraoburo nmd art wverd tuousht prigd;dh
ond queer, Sincoe these estornors word not intorsstad in

.1iﬁgratura ond ert, they could not discusg incellectusol

topics and it nade their conversabion dull snd trivial,
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it was, howover, tho tosternares' dispoaition
that was rost adverscly affoected by the hot tropical
¢limate. It wade tho people from tho tionporate zous
irritable aad, vwiem thoy vero irritotod and deprogscod,
thoy tondod o rosoit ¢verything round them moro then
usuals Thoreforo, after o long period of strein, thay
Fradually lest thoeir poter of zclf-control. This lad %o
viplonco, suicide and smrder.

Tho influenco of tha hoat iz in sgne cases obvious.
ihe ot e¢limafte ond onviroms—ont ad a dioastrous oflfoet
on Mecliintech. Docawvse of the houl snd the mosguitoos,
ha coi:ld not elocep at night and a9 = rosalé the cound of
tho 500 ot on his nesves:

“he thousht that nothing; could otop thot sowund,

fer it veuld continue to oll sternily, uvoas

glowost impossoibls to bepr, and, a2 thoush his

strongth vore =z mateh for the ruthicss forcos

of natury, he had 2n inoame impulso o do sone

vigluont %hing. Ny felt ae pust clin to bis

s0lf-contrel or he vould (o wad. Apnd neu,

looizing out of Hne uwiindew: a% the lasoon and thée

atrip of foan which narkod the reef, ht shiudderod

vith hotred of the brillient chne.iﬂﬂ
dackintosh's Erritobility led, in tho ond, %o surdor

and ouigido.

e hest plso ronbly cffeoted Millicont,., Millicant
found hor hushand lying Ce2d dfuall on toe bed ia tho
eftornoon vacn it wag uvuelly very hot. The zeot Dust

hov)o affedgted hor nerves and salf-contyrol. Bhe bocera So
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mod that aho Aid pnot know what cho was doing. then ghe
regained ceabtrol of horself, she found that uﬁﬁ hod XKillod
her husband. Thiz prouably wéﬁld not havo huppeng& if

ahe had been in @ coldder clisato ond in Lhe convanbtioral
efivipronnent of her English hono.

Boing unablo to conmtrgl ﬁﬁemﬁelvas hecgues cf tho
effect of the hot clioate ond environmenti, many .estornors
commifttod puicide ecaslly waen basy waro dieillusicied
for exarple Erilkk and Lavsen, nr wien thoy rogretiod their
geltiong for oxamylo Ur. Davidson, Georpe CUoouey, &G
tleckintosh.

muddivy ie pnother aspoct of elimote snd onvironiiond
‘hich affected tho Uesteracrs. In soze placeo like Pojjo-Pamo,
it reined for dszys et & tine. Shis ef ectod tho zelf-cintrol
of Ueotorners like [Ip. Davidson. Undeoy tie stroin of
irritability cau:ed by tho roln aad the gloony onvironnent,

e ¢ovid msb roiist hils demive vion lured by tho cuuning
provtituto. g probably Tould mo% have loot his self-controsl,

if ho h¢d 0ot bhocn voaliencsd by viae olincko and anvironoend.
Ja Jonelimons and Holitude

Ionelineas affectrd to agterners in fony vovo.
It could lend to lonel of ool aocptrol Ghors resulting in
adultsyy and ovon incast,

<ie lonely plan%Fations proved n most tniteblo
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¢nvironment fer adultery. Tho plaonters lived om vast
riaatotions far fronm their neargst neighboura. They did
ot 08 otlher whits msn unlaoss They vent o tag ¢lub.
Tne huobands left for wofk corly and case bBack home labs.
Thoir wivas had pothing to do all day loriz. THOy wore
boraed and therefore fell In love with their hushands'
irieads who snmétineﬂ coze Lo gtay uith thom im tho wouse.
Urg. Hronsop ond Gartﬁri@ht'becnﬂu lovers bocauoe Cartoripght
vea the only white man whom o eo2ld talk o while her
besband w9 woriting on tog planfmtiun. Geof fyoey Houmand
hocomo Ioslia Crosbie's lover whop ho was siek and stayed
for o forbtni;;mt at tho Crashbice' beceuze he ktopt Loslio
fedoistel vhilo Croszbie won bugy ot work. Oa the othioy Rand,
Viclet Saffory ood Inobhy Clarie foll in love hocanse of
oroxinisty. ‘dhe Baffarios and $he Clatkes hadé bueon aeighbours
pal ciose frjonds ond had besn ooins o tic eled znd partics
Youotiior for a lony tlag.

rho vsvimpansnt oas favorgble Jor thoege lovoers, for
a vife could orranfgo ocobings at seerct olcoces or oven at
ture house wihen ber hucbhboand Uas out of Hown on huuiness.
Dacause of two igolotion of Tue plentoiicns, nobody suespécied
ox #ai axybhripgz. Toesides tho «hite men lived as though
the nntivesn bhalengod to ancother verld and 4id ant ow op
underatand the vhito san's ackions. Conceanenily, Bho

vhite pon actod shemoloscly Mmowing that the notives vould
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not tell othor whito noen gbout thoilr ascters® offeiro.

As for Darya, L:o 1unaiinasﬂ of tho junclse tormonted
hir gonstsptly 2nd foarther woalensad any aeif-contiral sho
night hovo had; thorofore, abe cosily locoh bor hozd apd
1¢¢ her desire overubolp hors

In Yeughen's corks exanincd in $his thegis, Thore
. wes paly onu eaoe of Ancoobt. Olive Hordy amd hor brother
2iip lived ms pen ond wife. 1% voo thic omnvirsmzont of Tno
lonely plontotion thet mado this pecsiblo. $hair affoiro
were oot Bmoem Lo obucr Chito wen aldngirlh othere At
Love ruossad Ghe truth. In g similor gituniion in Fasnlond
eere Sne ngdsubsvere vounld Lowo HRovn g2ant OO E0iRT on,
soelol prescare wonld probobly Dove node iV AonossiGlo

for then Vo oaTRy on Such A sesndslous affcir.

Lonelinensd 2a% Baod mach influonco on She Innibidizocno

of unpercied voucn like Touise. Hnosuing hal Fred Dlake
vould seon o owey ane bhat e oiub never see him zsain,
fouise feolt that =he puct heve hin Defore Do vonbt.  ler
dasira was Sp sroat thet ahe farget ell aboul L¥»ik, her
fismeé. fhie arranced for red o cosie Lo Hor roow boceule
gio oed cerluin thet no one wovld koo, for Uhe plontntion
1o secluded. If ouo had lmoun Shot Prell ofton wualked
tndor her tdmiovw, ohe world not heve arpang;od e ooelt Fred

av herne .
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A3 for umperrlced men like Gallagher, Guy, Hubchinoon
&nd {instorscon, lonclinavs drova thon o live with native
wonen. 16 wag very ooavodiont £ o vhite man to havae a
native wonan o Xaop hiw hoeuye and $o Keow hiw COLALNY
pEpaclielly at nignt ohan Eeing along in a ©lg howse in en
isolated place might 0ooily drive & parson mad. Tho white
aan, theuh he wab not in love with the nativo iel, usualldy
prav fond af her if ghe ses conzeniol o+ pfficiet in
Qouse~aoninz. iouaver, tao thite won vonld sond Ler
avay uben he vented $o Lorsy 2 voite Luedy ar vhon ne rotired
and tlented o retwen to Tacland. Thoet wac thy Sosterson'a
dursedy riadresn vantod hin o parry bor znd he ncozly
G1d Becsase uian tuo napl Lod left, be fell hic Zonelinooso
SY2n rore unbecrahlo, |

Gayr whio was wvopltor thon Uissteroon 1eﬁ Ris Toloy
nigtres: ecrw bocl Yo live witk hin begmuce bho conld not
baur the lonelinoss Lhen doris loft bin, .

Ag for alloghor, bo 4108 ol biccusn:i boezm. oo the
Tialey tamEan he lived vith cost o gpoall on Lic. o wes
Joalous end omprTy o goc Lin flad to voturn toe Tuglond,
lecwving bor o her Z2ote.

doltitude oloo 1dd. Ue ceenSridity ar mlebholicii.

Tn big prefaco o Cn g Chineso Borogm, llougzan, dicencsing

the affcet of zollitude on the Jessovaor, wpites:
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Solitude, an unumual life, havo [gic] given
him the opportunity te dovelop om hil ouh
lines without the hindrance of npur Dostsra
civilisation which forees upon people, at
loas% ﬂuwu}ﬂrﬂlﬁr' raed COEZZI0R Shoape. Yhis.

RAR miy act be very intelligont. Mo oy

£88eR 0VoD. a little crazy. He asy be imnoral,
dishonaat, goaroa, velgar ond rude; but by
hogvons, le'c odd! [He Fecho almost ta hoelong
o 4 Aifforont SpocloBe... Thora iz coRething
hoortoning in aueh people. Racenceo, I supposs
ith nature Yo help, Shey howve musdo thoasclves
Lgo senedhing distinet from the commea ren
tuey Seon &6 It were 0 POLSOSE Sio vorld.

It i3 an ipsvrument whieh Giwy uso %o croabe
wleir unisuvenassg,

e Potoy Usrburbon, Taddinston and lHeilcon wora
in the firet group of leoteraners vho beonws guzer bhaegusg
of solitude.

. Pove, the gonoul in Un g Chinoso Sercon, wed

e

i

e bicheloyr o-d tkargfere ﬁas aent Lo Licoloved ouvbgtasions
valcl: vere concidered inconvonien® for norricd oo Tlvins
.clone for lomg wericds of tinn, ko Auvaloped €10 haobit

aof tulkin: o hicseif. e alro liko 2olleeting difforoat
soronzue thingp: pentor, braoss, corved uooa, shams, birpdst
035GBy noucl lohele and postnarko. Necouse 0 hod notiuing
irntersating %o do ir thooo lansty entstatland, he road a
preat decl about Ching and was proud of bis kno.lodgse.
Heiny aleng toc much, he leeirod leen obLsuerveticm of noonle
orf things around hin oxd @5 & rosuls had noithon eyrpatly
Dor Wwleranco frr 5 nocrson who Das misoradlo beoavse of

nic ovn frults oud Sfoolishnscs.
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iir. Worburton becaue accustonmed to his isolavien
ﬁn& was quite at & losc vhen he had to anturtéin SE¥TanGeYs.
Therefore, vhen he had yuests, he fled, protending to
have businuss el;ewhere and vonld mot redurn home until
his guests had left. He wao afraid that ho wsuld lase his
dignity if ho 4id pot koep up the vhite mon's atandards
consegquen%ly, bo went m0 f3r 9 to drosg for dinner ¢ven
thoush he was 2leno. e resented Cooper's vulzar behaviour
aad nevsr forgavs the latter for destroyinz his heppy
golitory zoutine 1ife. ¥For this reosom, wihor Jcoper wap
killod, he felt relicved, and, with setisfaction, roturnsd
%W i3 soldtory voy of I11fces

Sellsen wio ocldom even est o vhite moe noceupied
. himself wilth seatimuntel imoglnation althouch 1o Xnoo
thot 1t vas ridiculous to think aboub youns lovers!
rougniic llfo. In the sous wey, Jaddincvon devoloped
A Quricus porconallity and sardonic humour. Hut unlike
e narrov-ainded . Uarburton, Laddington, thourh cymicai,
vad bolerant.

Leny vesternors chose glooliol s 4w ¢oscnte fron
lonelinosy. Lavsen, Harsld, avnd Giaser “%oé bocsme alenholics
and suffgrcd froo deoliriun tronuno.

Altheush Levson lived im a big city, he felt lowaly

bodcuine otler wnite wew, knowimg his wvife was a halfwcacto,
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axcluded him from their society. de foit gvan rore
iserabie living amnong tue natives whoo he aid not caro

zr ard ¢nuld not talk to. +“hoa Ra had pronleie, thar&
was no onn to vhom he could tupn for advice. 45 a rasuliz,
ho drowned hig milsary in drink.

Ginger Ted aleo drank to forses thet ho had to live
a lonely life of exilo ond ﬂﬂﬂfi?ﬂtiﬂﬂ.;xﬂﬂrblﬁ, like
Ur. Usrburton, lived iz a loaely oulsbotion LUt he could
not 30t umsad tep his isolaticon. Ha nizht haveo zone mad
if neo had stayed gobar; consoguently, ho drank. rom he
porried, he could mot Eive up drinking, for ho was alrosdy
.ch aleshslic,

So far only tho bad effacts of lenclincoe nove basn
digcussed hecauzo thoy ara =ore obviauﬂ. titgn the zFood
effects. Ionvliness had only one inmportart rood effect
vn the Louborners: it wnade then hocpitable.

Iiving for avay from homo im o fareirn lend aad
balongin : Yo a ninority rntn thora, mooh Qeatcfners felt
lonely asnd homeaiclt. Both lonoliness and nostal~ia mado
tiien fool avtvochod Lo thoir country «nd couabfynen. LYherefora,

L0y wero inclinod to he ﬁuunully friendly, kind a:d
heapitablo ovon to cirannoers. Ixik Christessern's cocmont
was, "Thot iz whet I 2iko in the Fest. ivoryoac is zo nice,
Hothing is too much troudle., You csnash imosine Ghe

Findness I've recoived at tio hunds of perfect strgngers."146
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Hauwghen hinself, as caul& be moticed in his Gravel bopk

ihe Geatlomen im thie 'arlour, wos warmly welcomed by tho

Ynlho man evoryunore he vioat. Tho whito noen, glad teo

'sea ppothar white namr vhom they could talk to abowk current
effhivs obf hins, ware roady be ontortain and bolp th

autbor vhe was & cbtranjor to thom. 4 stranser vowld naver
Zgcl lost i She Eusf anpd LLo Houth Sgcuo wiere the uestornars
Beitied there were williog oo o of cay poscible asaistoneo.
ias attltude towiards strupgers coxld not cesily boe found

iv Ongland.
Gs Deauby

Yhe haauty ¢f o LBast gnd the Conth dBeos erald
Five DoDpindss B0 Lie Coeterners 1o lsved besuby. Heilson
Teo cpue o 2 woeuti dSea islend %o enend hiy last doys
gained poeco aud happinu.s bocause of tue bzewyy of his
CAPPOVRGIN. 0.  Consoowontly, boe lived loavsr than he hed
capacuad.

Tiving on Ata's boantiful plectat.on in Rahiti,
Ltrlicliiend hoego e ngra content wise lide, for in the
wesasy of ks surro.ndingo bo fsuné vhigd bo had beom
looking for: tho neening of 1ife mnd of Soff. Llke
wirleblond, Lzrr: aloo foumd God o thie Absolute im the
banuty of the upuhvpins at cunrlod. GEricxlpnd oxprecsod

_mhat he had diecovercd about life atd Jod in hi: peintings.
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Larry copplied bhis knowledge of 1ifo and God 6o real lifo

by living in ';tjhat he thought .'E?EE the bost and wisest wuy.
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