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THZ CORDITICHS OF TWOULIN Mad A5 Jnph I FURINSLCA

The increase of matorial advantage is a rosult of the
progresg of science. Many things that were not available
iﬁ the past have become common to modorn man.  In the past
people did not think of using 2 car, a radio, =z tﬁlepﬁﬁne or
2 television in their daily lives., As material advantages
incresse, man's desire for them 2lso increzses. 3Steinbeck
seas no essential harm in mants desire for things. He

sugposts in Sea of Cortez thet this need is natural,and it

makes man difforent {rom other 2nimals.

¥an is the only arimal whose intursst and
whoss drive are gutside himsell ... whose
drive is in c¢xternal things - praperty,
houses, =moncy, concepts of power. He lives
in his cities and his factories, in his
businiss znd job 2rd art. bput having
projceted himsell into those externzl com-
- plexities, ho 1s them. lils house, his autn-
mobilc =re a2 pirt of him anid a large part
af him.29

The same iden is reflected agz2in in The Fearl,

For it is szid that humans are never satisiied,
that you give them one thing and they want
somaething more. and this is said in . disparage-
maent,, whereas it 1is ones of the greatost talents

the specics has ~nd one that has made it superior 3
to animals that zre satisfied with what they have.

233 ohn Steinbeack, The Leog fyom the Sca of Lartes
(London: Fan Books, Led., 1959}, p.l1L8&.

30John Steinbcek, The FPearl (dew York: Bantam [noks,
Ing., 1964}, p.32. '
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This quality of mankind has pliayed 2 lurge part in
the world's ever increasing matcorial prosgress. In sameriga
“Tt 3& preooable that the

and _Americans, Sccinbacic szys,

want of things and the nced of things have Seen tho twa
greatest stimulants toward the changs and éomplication we
e2ll progress.”31
Problems concerning things generally come from the
importance wman Aattaches to thom, the meaning he gives to
them and therefore the longths ke will go to sbtain them.
Fossossion bLecomes importint bagause status in socisty
depends to 2 large degree 2pon mency and things. 7...sinece
every man wants sdniracion ang perhaps some envy, we had
only money <nd pessessions to Admire and unvy-“SE The desire
to possces= things is not egasily vwept ir good propertionn
egspecially in modern timcs when mataerisl propgress scems Lo
have raenched 2 resk in our lives. Things sgem Lo be
important beocause they are symvols of success in 1ife. This
desire is further emphzsized %y the moss -ediaz 1n moadern
timea. "o marufacture things we do nnt need and try by
f2lse and vicious qdvertising'tn create & Fesling of necd

far them.‘33 WJhen this desirs 1s teoo much, mRn will seconc

3o Sbcinbuck, Afierica and amoricans (Bew Yopk:
Bantam Bocks, Inc., 19637, .0.172.

321via., p.gy.

31pid., p.17L.
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dominated Ly materlialisr. To e controllad Wy things and
tﬁ be trapped by them are the dunger that Steinbecl warns
al. He_pointé out that nowadays “...we are alsce poisoned
with thinge. kaviag mary things secms to crunte a desire-
for mare things, more clothes, houées, automobilis., ..k
Stein?ack, like many othir writers, uscs the autemoscile as
a4 symbol and a sy%;cﬂ of =adorn America. dany people ars
dominatsd by them. They {241 the necessity te turn in the
old model, though it is still uvgefwelrs ind comf rtable,
for thas rewest onc. 3teinback gives the reason thut
M... since 3 fanily's image of succoss in the woarld, or
status, 1s to 2 cervain cxdtent dependoent on the kind of a
car tne man drives, he wias foresd to buy & new one whether
he needod it or not .. A family with an old model, no mattar
how comZertnble and scund, soon facls déclassé.“BS Singe all
have new medels, 3 man must LSry to have what the others have,
ot so much vrzauvse he needs thea for thelr lodlvidual
functions; the old onc is still usaful but veczuss he feels
they 4Are nesded ag 1 proper buacsground to his Life pattern.

s commonk on the concern for motorialism f medorn mén
is compared to the idea of materiazl payment of the Indians

in the Gull during Steinboeck's trip in Sca of Uortez.

Steinbeck points out the conkrzst between medorn business

Ipig., v.172.

351bid., pp-36-37.
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and thoe eiaple 1190 of the Indians. 5o docs Dot pass judgo-
mently 2 Lo which is sight or wronzg btut he indicttes t2 the
reader that the Indisare caire luss for mavorial things Lhan
civilized pecple bocause they ars not yer causht in thoe web
of moduernization,

Wher the Indinns came to the weskhern Flyesr.. .

e gEvVe Them prassnts, but it is sure they

had not como Tor presents.  when they helped

g, it wAas with no iden of masveorinl paymoent.

Yhare werc materiil pricos lor marerial things,

but, ons could wvet buy kindness with moncy, As

ono €27 in our country. 39

In modorn business, sverything bscomes money, @wvoen
abekract things. In urban areas of modern, industrial
societies we give time, enurey, szrvice & certiin price.
Then we buy somcthing, we do net pay only for the material
of that thing. The sellor must cenleouwlate the effort and
energy shent upen tnat tning ang 2lseo the time it takcs,
1ime and ofFort ars given a price 2nd thon are added to the
thing to te sold. In the opinion of these sndians, it was
impessible Lo put a vrice on sbstract things.  They say, I8

oni: coulsd stop bime, or take 1t way o heourd it, then one

L
might soll it.  bme might s well s0ll zir or bhenat or cold
3

, L3 ) :
or health or beauty. " ‘What they say ig reasanadle and

Steinbeck scurs to adnire their idea on material payment.

36,

Jdohn Steinbeck, The Loz from the Sea of Cortzz
(Lendon:  Pan Books, Ltd., 19069}, p.Z29%1.

-
3 Loe.cit.



23

He presentz to the resdor that our Azily businoens is the
Depooeite and contrasts the two attitudoes toward 2oth abstrace
and matericl things.

vl we thought ¢f the great business in our

country - tho s3lc of clean air, of heat and

coln, ths scrabbling bargning in hoalth

offered ovasr the radio, the 2oxad and battled

beanty, 111 For a price. This was not bad or

goed, it wia only diflferent. Tims and beauty, 38

they thought, ¢oulsd not Le captured and sold...”

Modarn map huo begome zccustomed to buying cverything,
"They bought immunity from fear in salves to go under their
arms. Thay bought romantic advenburces in bars of tomito-

. | . .

colorgd scap. They bought courage and rest and had ﬂElbh&rh'JJ

Steinbiock doocs not say that these lnaians who Are not
controlled by maberisalisyn orve therefeoroe bettzr pronle.  be
#1vas the rosscn Lh3t thay are this way only btscause
modernization bse not yot reachod thon.,  Whon mat:zrial pro-
gress docs come o thom, they, too, will no d-ubit faollow
its systen’ and give up their Torner idea about material
paymant. And oncs they arce caught in the web of modernization,
thaey will be wunttl: to 2o brck to their sinple life of
frizndly relationshic=. Steinbeck sccns vo be siddened as

the thought of «wh=t tlcy will los¢ ir order to Cécomo

civiZiged,

38Lr_rc.cit.

3%15id., p.292
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Crce the Gulfl people are availabla to contost,
thay toc will como to concidor clean Test
mare itportant thas closn sminds. These are
the factors of ~uviliszation and thuir paths,
good roads, higi-veltage wires, 2nd poassilbly
czanned foods ... & lecal 110-welt power unit
and a winding dirt rosd moy ledve o people
for & long tiw~ umtouched, bub high-voltage
opevating 41y and night,, thoe network of wires,
will draw the peopls into civilizing web,
whather it oe in Asiatic Ausslnc, 1in rural
Ingland, or in Yoxico. LD

Steinbeek does neot preach 2 doctrine of renunciatinsn,
nor do¢s he reicct the things in our lives. He is primarily
concerncd 2boal their effect on human velstionships.  Yhe
over concern 1or things makoes nen judge thoelir fellow men Ly
their outer surfacce, by their ways of drcss, their cars, their

housas, Things bocome the mosk which hide the individuul

l."']

and prevels men [rom seeing eqach other daoply. in m-dern
sceioty, ve gonerally do nol sge 8 man as he 1s but in torms

of hie suzcans, hias faswc, kig woenlth.  nenry forgan in Guo

of Geld lozrns asny whdings vhen he bsoan inderturasd slzive.
ke le?rns bLhat men looks <t only the surlfaee. “ilon always
Beliz=ved him what be seevn to be,.. IF one wore Lrilliasntly
drcesrad, all men proesuacl him rich z2nd poworful, nnd troated
bl

him =ccordingly. Henry dovetes his whole 1ife €2 a soarch

for wezlth and powsr., Ko is so concorned with it that he

bOLoe st

blronn Stuinbeek, Cup of Gold (London: Uargi Books,
Ledo, 1968}, p.5h.
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forgoos numan reluationskizs. What he gotz in voturn is
lonelinzess and alisns=ion from nis fellow men.  Bdword #icks

in The Yasturcsg of ticsven trico to do sverythning that will

makesthe neirghoors think that he is rich. By protending to

b rick, ho crontos an imfige of wezlth 3mong his peighbors.

T
His whole purpose in 1ife which startad as a game, ends as

~an obsegssion for wealth. Jven his daughtoer becenes less o
parson than 2 part of his trsasure. ke did not love hoer

as a father loves a child. Rather he hoarded her, and gloated
ovar the pos=scspion of o [ine, uniguc thing.“qz In the cnid,

he is destroyed by his over concern for riches asnd must

laave the valley.

In The Wayward bus, i‘r.Fricchard repressnts the modern

businessaan. PFe gives hiz wife an oxpensive Fur cout wiich

i= 3 symbol of his wealth and sociasal ztatus. He loves Lo

see his wife wear it and to hasr other people ndmire 1t
Steirboek expl=inz in iveny that ... the co2t wis the badge
of their positien. Tt oliaced them &5 successful, congervitive
snd scund roople.  You zot Detter broedtmont everywhore yau

Ti L“:i ‘j'}-li

go if you have =2 Tur coat and nice luggage. 5 shows

how =uperficially min rslats Lo sach other., C(he precccupation

d”E}J::nlrm Steinbeck, The Pastusi s of henaven (kew Yark:
Bantam 3coks, lnc., 1967) p.2Z.

. 43 Iohn Steinbock, The Waywsed _dus  (Londan: Enargil
Sooks, Ltd., 1966), p.46
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with surfaces is raflocterd throughcut tho abory,  «rs.
Fritchard wants to own an orchid houfe, nol bocsusc she loves
Clovers but beesuse it is a sign of wenltﬁ and réﬁpectability
in sozicty. “Fecrls would s2y of ¥irs.Fritchard chat Sh@.hﬁd
thi darlingest little orchid housa. [t was precicus and
valunble, It wos betwer than jewslry or furs. Foople she

did net ocven know would hesar abeour her little orehid ‘rir:uu.l.ﬁ,z-;-.."‘L"Lr
Thzir vacation trip to exico is not only for thuir davghter's
cducation 2s they oftun Lcll themsclves, but in order thit
they may talk z2bolt it 1ater wien Lhey return.  frs.Pritchiard
i=s already writing letters in hoer mind and imagining their
alfect upon her [rionds.

Huean relationshins can be scvoerely damagcd Dy materizl-
l=tin a2ttitudes rosalting in ineredssd iscolation of men Crom
cni another. The aver conceatration on things rather than
peonle is another factor in the communication failvre. In oz

chapter in Cannery Row, Yot goss to tha geiside of anather

town to collect octopl recuired for his oxpuriments.  wWhile
searching in the water, he finds the bedy of o dead girl., =&

‘nan whe lives nesrby comis ovir to Doc and sgays, “You get =

Bounty for finding 2 Lody., T Fforgoet how WUCh-“hﬁ The man 1=

“hTpid., pa171.

Ll

4336hn Steinbzek, Lanriry Row  (London: Venpuin Hoaoks,
Ltd., p.l&6.
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not inturested in bhie curson, only in the prics cbuiinable
for reporting to the nolice.

Apother elfect of tho owver ccnéﬁrﬂ for cuter surfaccs
is thz dectorioraticn of mornl valuocs. Steinbeek in Se2 ol
Cortez gives a biclogical wview ol what hoe szes as man's
dvality. Il o chodce must be made botwseen success and génd-
nees, man inclings towsrd succcss. In vesence, man ddnires
good oualities such as kindness, gonorosity, Lolerance and
dizlikes cruslty, greod and s=lt interest.  Thnd yob in our
structure of seocicty, the so-called and considered good
quzlities arz invarizble concomitants of failure, while th

”hé Modern man tends to

bad ones nre cornarstones of succuss.
value success moreg than virtue. Its causce comes from ths
irner conflict Lotwsen meral walucs snd materisl success.
Mfany values that wore chorished in the past now seom Lo Lo
out oi step with ths oulckoncsd pace of modern timeza. o The
idea of "The best mon wins™ sceme contbrary to ®love thy
noighbor®,  Altheugh still carrisd in sub-consciocus, mEn
Tfinds many Tormor v2lues obhst2cles Lo the modern dofinitisam
of sccial progress. Acligicus tradition toachos man to love,
Lo k2l ond to underscand his noighbors but ia the contam-

porary world wmoen muast competa with cach other - compests for

jobs, compzte for marecte, for customere. OCompetition in

LéJohn Steinbecl, The Log from the Sea of Cortas
{London: Pan dooks, Ltd., 1969}, w.156,
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the materinl world conflicts with “love thy nolghoer: or
cver know thy neiphoor. Stzinbeck prosonts this conflict

vhrough Erncet horton, 2 cheractoer in The wayward Bus.

Ernest tcilg Fr.Fritchara sbout sn old man who once believed
that tha honest man is rewarded. T...2nd 1230 ... He found
cut. that the most admired peopls were not honest at 211,

ind hz disd wondering, 2 kind of an awful wondering, becausc
two things he belicved in did not work out -~ horesty and
thrift."h?

The concern for succsss mors thon anything clse can
mAake many people care for tho end rather th2n thi medns to
that end. The #nd justifics the means to it. Lne may choeas,
lie or =teal in ordor to gain that end. Steinbock [eels
that any success giined at tho cost of numan rolationships
iﬁ 2 loss to man in goncral, Ris cars for the wmsans is shown

clearly threuzh loc surton in In Dubicus Battle and again

in The Wintcr of COur Ddscorkent whero he presents the prablem
af A man who ie carrizd Lforward by the valucs of soeiety und
is Lempted by wealth =2nd succeer; he tradoes his moral
inteogrity for wetorial chececs. This, to Stelinbsck 1s the

tragedy of modern man.

Bthan Allen Hawley in The Winter of Jur UHscontent

who 1s 2z clark in 2 grocery store s woll known {far his

-

_ fq'?Jt::f!f‘tn Steinticek, YThe YWayward dus {London: Goegl
Sooks, Lud., 1966&), p.18H,
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Eonesty.  bHe lives hanolly onough with nis Fomily bub peaplo
around him porsuade him no cequire more wealth. de has'pwvur
thought of =a3terizal woealth as other than ﬁ happy family and
a comfortable 1ife but ne beging to think otherwise when his
son *nd his dasughter complain abgut thueir relative poverty.
Vnexrpectodly, there iz an opportunity feor him bo gzo rich
quickly although the means arc unethical. He rationalizes
that it is rez2lly not wrong and in the end he bBecomes rich.
ig success, howsver, is built at the cxpense 2nd misery of
his boss and of his best friend. bawley has satisfied his
Family and fricnds; he is very succusaful in the oyos »f
soelety but he is unhappy 2nd feels guilty.

Gthan's pretlszs 1= & common one bo medern man:  how To
achieve materisal success without the loss of peoece of mind.
fthan excnrrges his Lrue "why' for a false Ywhy' because tho
false one is more attractive and brings morc socilal approval.

Se{ore doin i

SOMGLOINFE wWran

- -

othen has 2 gconflict in

]

[
=y

his mind: sheould he be suceessful in the ¢ywes of szelety o
bz honest?  Steiebeck skows the influwcnce of society on the
individuzl in this novel. lis sveoms to satirize the devotion
to materialism by comparing it to religicus dovoetlon.  Whon
Sthan lirst comes inuo the grocery sticore, the stare is dos-
crived in teenz of A eathedral:

A reflectad ecathadeal light filled the store,

s diffuscd cathedral light like thact of thoe

Uhartres. ¥than psused to admirc 1t, the
organ pipe of eanned tomitocs, the chapsls of
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mustard and ﬁliveﬁ, the hundred oval tombs

of sardines...L8 '

The comparison iz mor: svident in 2nother chaptef
compsring tho bank to a church and moncy to God,. dJogy =orphy,
2 bank clery who is Zthin's [riend, séays:

v ComEs hiloe o'elock cn the nose we stand

uncoversd in front of the holy of holies.

Thern the tire: lack springs and FPather bBaker

genuflzets nnd opuens the sofe and woe 21l bow

down o the Jrest God Currency.49

This passoge indicaices the ilmportanc. of materialism in
the 1ilfe o ~oders mesn, It hag bLoeome o roligion, an obicoesn
0f devotion. Ho may or may not know he is trapped or dominitosd
by it but he sccepts it, This attitude toward matcrialism
not only has an efflact upon adules, but becomes Lhe values
of chilirun too. Allen, Bthan's son writes an essay far 4
natiomal “1 Love America® contost, and is one of five boys
who wins. Latar ic furns out that he ceopied his ea3dy rom
the works of Honry ©lay and cnothor Amcricean statosman,

When vis fathor lesrns that his son won the gontost Dy dis-

honasty, 4llen says Lo his Inther, “hhe carcs?  bverybody

does it. It i3 the wiy the cuoky crumble&.”ﬁo Ronesty has

i ) e o .
*SJahn Staoinoeci, the winter of Our iscontent
(Londer:  Pan Sooks, bLto., 12068], ».15.

49 1hid., ©.137.

U 1uid., p.279.
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no special meaning to him. 1t ig success thut iz lmporstant,
tot the moesns to it. He hns tiken this volue from the aduelco
‘enviromment he is moqsuring up teo.

Stelnbeck seos the dangesr in such an attitude tawsirds
ceuceess that rules of heoncsty and wmoral ecnduect which -nce
wers guldss for human relations are na longer estecncd beosuze
thiy szem unproductive along the pith Lo sucecss. lncresasingiy
man's scensc of pullt which is s0 necossary in humsan affairs
Lecomes impaired. A lack of conscivnce can causec ilrropariile
damage Lo sociaty.

It is a rarc morning when our newspspers do

noT ratcrt Lribary, m2llfeasancs, and many

obther forms of cheating on tho part of the

public afficinls whe hove used the authority

vested in thelir positions for porsconal gain,

Of course we do not hoear of the konest man,

but the dvnger livs nol in th: miszcroants but
in cur attltud:s towerd Lhom.  dncroeasingly we

£

losw our fecling of wrong. #uge corperitions

are convicted of price fixing and 2pparcnily

the only shame iz in feing cauphl.5l

Thae samg atepituds towird suceoss 1z reflzeted in We.
Fritehard who is corstantly looking [or new wavs to cxpand
hls success in businesz. It doces nob bothar him when he
cuggosts nn unsthical way of profiting in business. He Fauls
aghamed only when his plan is rejeetcd by Horten who eills %
& high clags blackmail. Somchow he persists in the ofler nnd

tries to chanpgue Horton's attitude.

The progress of sciencc nas resulted in an ever

>LJohn Steinbeek, Amcrica and smericans (lkew York:

3antam Books, Inc., 1968}, p.173.
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in¢roasing development of machings und Lhoir :ppliﬁﬁtian.t:
rroduction.  Uachincs are cmphasized ond they hive gruatly
alfected man's living. Thoe Industrial evelution introduced
the age of mechonigzstion. 1t could Aalso be c2llad the 2g.
of group-mon, collootivisr and mass production. Steinbuck
1s concernad with the danger of the industrial roevolubicn te
marn rﬁthcr.thﬂn the positive askect of it. He cullg the

52

sffect of muchines on man a mutation. In Scoa of Cortez, hu

explains his attituds about this mubatico and ths harm he
sees in it which may cause the cxtinetion of the individuslity
of man,

‘Tne industrial revolution would then be indeed

2 true mutstion, and the present tazndency toward
colloectivism, whothor attributed bo Marx or

nitler or Ford, might te as doficite a mutation

of the sreocics »s the leagthening nock of ths
evolvineg giraffe ... I then this tendoncy boward
collectivization is wutation thoere is no reasonb

To supposs it is for to: Lesttor... And our munation,
i which thoe rssaroly line, the collective {arm,

the mechianized aray, =nd the mass production of

[aod ars zavidencaes or 2ven symtons, nignt well cor-
regpond to they thickeniag arnor of the great roprile-
1 tendeney that can.end only in axeincetion.: 53

With the use of wochines, man's eoergy 1s conscrved DGL
at the sams time bherc 2re scoriosus probloms which result (rom
them.  Plschinery took the heavy burden from our shoulders,

Medicine and Aygiwne cut dawn infant mortality to the vanishing

"2Tn the life history of 2 speciles, the sudden appaoance
I a new trait .that brecds trus and becomes cventually one
of the characteristics of the speelces or of the now specics
thus formed.

*2John Steinkeck, The Log from The Sua of Lortsz,
(London: Pan Baoks, Ltd,, 1963], L.Llb4.




point, znd a2t the suime time cxtendod cur life span.
Automation began to repizce our workers. % The usc of
machines and the incro2sing popul2ticn has creatoed a socinl
and psyclhological problem &f Lhs individual eapeciall? for
the old. #Quice often we retire 2 man at sixty-"ive whoen
his mental powsrs arc ot their peak, and replace him with an
inferior who happens to bo youngor. As 2 resuit woe hiave a
grazt burden of unhappy; unussd, unfulfilled paﬁple...”55
Further neurcsis follows which comes from fear of being unuszdd
and unfulfillsd. *...the young drezd to grow up, tha growh
dread growing old, and the old are in panic about sickness
and usélesaness,“Sﬁ

The ceontrol of machines over man is the thing that
Steinbeck recegnisges and warns of.  He soces thoe danger of tho
siechanization of wan himsell which will drive wman te collec-
tiveness, then to a corporate personality and ultimately to

the loss of individuzlity. Tho ascondeney of materialism

and of mochines aveor man are szt forth in The Grapes of wrath

whers the bank is dosceribsd 25 2 monster, incapable of being
controlled by man., The concern for the profit of tie owner

oF the land which tho Jonod family rents mekssz him forgpet human
¥ g

543 ohn Steinbeck, America & Americans (kew York: Bantum
Bagks, Inc., 1968}, p.174.

?2Thid., p.ll6.
56

Ihid., p.119.

P A2 53502
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relationships and prevéents him from having sympathy for the
conaition of.his fellowmen. Commercialism and his material-
istic attitude make him cold and unsymgathetic., “Some of
them were cold bucause Lhcy had long age found that one could
not Se an owner unlass ong woro cold.”ﬁ? fet, Stoinbeclk dous

not rzally call the land cwners bad, he gives thoe systom

x

itsell as a reaseon lor bthelr coldness,  Yand 211 of them wars

28 lnuvitably,

caught in somcthing larpcre than thomselves.
. . oo . .

they are caugat in a comgreial system, a mutation which must
be this way, Il 2 business venturs loses monaey, it will b
urnable to ceontinuc. The ownors do net know btho éxtent Lo
which they arc contrelled by bthe systum. They a2rs so acous-
tomed teo commercialisem that thuy see men, too, as machines
cr parts that thoy can roplace anytime thoy do not earn prafite

The Bank or compsny wore a monstar ... one banks

wore macnines and mesters all st the same Lime,

Some of che swner men were 2 little proud to be

slaves te sucn cold and powerful misters...Those

arizatures don't orozthne air, don't eat sidomeat.

ihiey brasthe profits, they eat the intcerest on

mchey. 47 they don't get it, thoy die the way you
die withouts aivr, withour =sidemeat. 4t is o sad

b

thirng, but it is sw, 1t is just so0. 29
Thz owner would let » man dic rather than permit the

Bank to dis. They let farmors starve and their children as

-

S?John-Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (bow York: The

Yiking Press, 1968), p.42

58Loc.cit.

>IThid., p.43.



well, rather than let the Bnink losc its profits., Steinveck

adds further Lhat "...tho Bonk is something ¢lse Lhan muen.

il

-
S

It's the monstor. H:n made it, but they can'™. control it.n
The Bank is not =2 living thing but 1t appears rmore pcw&rful
than any individual man.

Steinbuck does not meoke the judgement that the bank is
bad. What Steinbeck points our heee is the complexity of the
madoern diicmma. The Lank must wmake o profibt as it has 2 totnld
respensibilicy for many pecpls and their matoeriazl welflare.

The Jeoads and the othor familice must gat of f thoe land becliuse
they are unprofitable nnd so that the Uank can continue its
busingeas. Neither result is desirable: forced migration or
vankgruptey tut in the neow schene ol things it iys corporate
man noat thoe individual who is important. Stoinbeck pointe

out the paradex thait man, having ¢reatced machincs to serve nim
s¢ems uwnable to control them and will surely o¢ dominated oy
them. I+ is conccivabcle th=at one day the creztion will be
able to destroy the crestor, This idca of the power afl

LY

machines is brought forwsrd directly in Séa of Cortez. Stoinbock

o
gives an example the Sen-~Low, newly iaventcd motor that pushes

the boat and szoms to be more mowerial than 1ts creator.

‘Recently, industrial civilization has rueachced
its peax of reslity and has lunged forward inte
something that approaches mysticism... il these

801bid., p.ss.
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ghoulish little motors learn to. rezproduce
themzelves the human species ‘15 doomed, &1

Again in The Grapes_of %rath, the man on the tractor

‘who is hirsd to pull down the benant houses is deseribed not
25 4 man but only 1s 2 part of the machine. ™an and machine

have one mind.

The man sitting in the iron seat did neot
lock like a man; gloved, goeggled, rubber
dust mask over nose and mouth, h¢ wis =3

part of the monster, 2 robot 1n the seat, ..
He could not see the land as it was, he
could not smell the land as it smelled...

Ee loved the land no mcore than the bank
loved the land. he could admire the tractor -
its machined surfaces, its surge of power...
but 1t wa2s not his tractor... he was proud
of the straight lincs he did not will, proud
of the tractor he 4id not own or love, broud
of the power he could not control. 62

Steinbeck shows again that the man on the tractor is
mechanized and trapped Ly the condition of the modern world.
The man must earn maney to feed his family and his children.
The job he can get is Lo drive ths tractor, Ths tractar is
his pride and joy; and it gebs his devotion. The tragedy 1s
he has rnc thought outside of the tractor. UHe has become =
robot and Steinbecl indicatas that the wan ié not aware that

he has become mechanized. = s ~obnt

61John Steinbeck, The Log frog the Sea of oartez
(London: Fan BZooks, Ltd., 1969}, p.87.

. 62John Steiﬁbeck; The Gfaﬁeé of ¥rath ({mew York: ‘“hu
Viking Fress, 1968), p.LB8.
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In the age of michinm% men must be mochine-like to
cxist.  They sare 1ike thoe man an Lhe tractor who Lescomes o
robot. They take little time to think of anything else
bocause if they do, they will ba unable bto do thair job. In

dea_of Lertog, Stoinbecx once visitod a4 harbour ot San Siegzo

during war tims. Here be cbaservoed:

++. the moen prephring thoughtlessly, liko dozd

men, to destroy things. The planes roarsd over

the formation and the sutmarines were qulct and

omirous. There iz no playfulness in z submarin.e.

The military mind must limit its thinking be be

able ko perform its function At all.&3

He asgks 2 naval officoer whethor he has thought 2uout
the disaster that will happen alter he has given the signzl
"Wire® The officer replics that he does not think of ths
destruction made by the boms because it wravels =o [ar thah
ke cannot see the doestruction. Steinbeck sugpgests that the
officcr is obligoed btoe be o machine man. Like the man on Ehe
tractor, if nho hog sympathy and imoginotion for suifering
peorlo he will be unebls ko Lo an officoer. ... the wholco
structurse of his world woold be sndongered if ha pDormitted
himselfl to thing, “he pieces must stick within their
pattern or the whole thing collapses and the degign 1s gons.
Steinbock explains furthor tnat L., the men who direetoed

&5

this machanism wors truo roalisto. We gan zcz from kEils

“2John Steinbuck, The Log from the
(London:  Fan 3ooks, Ld., 1969), p.105.
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concern in Lhis novels 2nd in niis nun-fletlon writings thht
he doues not admirs this ri:zlist who hes no tasught far
Fumanity, who dots not concern himgelf witn distruction anly
Lecause he dovs HDL sen i,

The mechanization of individuals is partiecularly,

cbvious in war time. In Onee fhere Was o Wor, Steinboecgk

doescribos the crows on military traEngnorts Qs oochinss,
Mun cannot be trested 2s individunls on this troopship. ..
Théy ari: ongines which mast b given fuel bto koop them from
stopping. The products of thair conbustion wmust e takzsn
eare of a3nd eliminated. Thére is no way of considsring thom
s individuqlﬁ,Aﬁﬁ

This same ider about the loss of individuzlity is

revested 9gain in The Jdeon I Jown. Colonel lapaer, a

vetboran officzs» . undorstards wie and Lo Enowns 2etber than kis

¥
men that soldicrs =-mist do whnk Lhao cystem orders without
question. ko oxplains to 2 young lieutenant:

You're not A man 2ny more.  feou rre oa asoldior.
Your comfTort is of nu imporuance ana your life
isn'y cf much inportancoe... Jefnwhile vou must
taks ardors. dost of Lhe gwdo.rs will De un-
plzaszant, but that's not yeour business. €7

65J-::uhn Stwinkeck, Once There Was a War  (Huow York:
Jantan Books, Inc., 196G), p.&.

E}"?Jc:llqn Steinbeck,
Led., 19691, p.125,

3

he Moon Is Down (Londan:  Fan Books.
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Steinbecx is aF inst any systoem thas dpains the

individu2lity which he Lhinks is ossontind to mon.  In Bast
of Zden, we [ind thz following comment and perhaps this one
nuatition suws up Steinbeelt's ontire literary <[foere. I
contains nis belisd »rnd his chnief concern. -

Ther:s ars monstrous changes taxing place in
the world, Corces shaping a future whose
face we da nab know ., There iz 3 great
tonslon in whe world, tensicn toward 2
tretking point, and mon are unhapoy and con-
fused., At such a fime it scoms natural and
geod t0 me to 2sk myself Thess guostlions,
What do I bzlieve in? Wwhat oust 1 Tighke
Apainet”

Cur spocics is the only creative
specivs, and 18 has only one ercative instru-
mont, thoe indiwvidusl mind and spirit of 2 man.
Sothing was sver crostoed Dy two men.  Onoo thc
miraclie of croztion hae takoin place, tha group
¢nnn build and oxtond it bun The group naver
invente anythaing, Thoe pruciouvsness livs in the
lanaly mind.

and now the forces mirshalled arouvnd tho conczapt
7 tha geoup, n%ve declared a2 wor of cxborminstion
on that prociougness, Tthe mind of man. .. Lt 1s

2 zad suicidal ¢ourse our snzticy seems Lo tave
Talion,

Aang this & Beligveithat the froo cxploring
ming of the izndividusl bomon is the most v-luabls
thing in th: world., «nd this I would Cight Tor:
the frecdom of the mind 6 Luke any dirgction I
wishcs, undirectod.  4And this I must fight 2gainst:
any 1den, religion, or government which limits or
distroys vhe individezl. Ghis is what b oo and
what I am about...&8

Stelnboeckt!s coancern 2nd carz for the individuality of

58 ) ohn Stoinbeck, East of LEden  (liew York: bBantam
Books, Inc., 1962), pp.113-114%.
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man il ropettod artin in 305 of Cortez, Sweest Thursday and

£

even In his last writing, ‘Lotters to Aliela”™, wrikten

wion Tie visited Asis in 197, Tals is what Stoinbeck vialues

mogh.  he suggeets that the rapid chionges in the modern
world zre destroying individuality by encourzging samonz2ss
and conformity. The dovelopment of the unib that Stoinbdeck
ofber refers to 25 the "corperation” and which ha feels
drains the individualitvy is clearly expl@ined in "About B

Rickatts" angd americs and dmericans.  The corporation is n

businzss system. It may menafacture goods fer siic, aporacs
mines, manipul2ce moncy... 1ts purpese is always to make
mmnny.*?ﬂ A momber of 2 coreoration is o person who wants

to be wealthy and succoseful in the cyes of secicty. He is
called » ecorporatiocr mo1 - A m2chins-like man,  hHig life,
His family, his fugur: - 25 well 25 his loyalty lic with

his corporation. bis training, his social life... the
neigiaborhood he lives in ... z2re all dictatsd by his corpo-

- .71

rzt.ed stitus,

69111’

Lettors to Alicio™ wers publishod as o0 series of
lettors in dewsany nowsgapsr.  Tho lettors ars: 2oout the
cxperiences Stainbeck had during his trip in Viewaom, Loos,
Thailand and ctnor countrice in asia. In these letiers thc
redder finds his attitude toward Asisan countries and the war
in Victmam. The Alicis o whom the ictters are writhben
refcrs to Alicia Fatterson Guggenhedim, late wifo of Hapry .
Guggenheim, cditor Aand publishcr of Lowsday,

?OJnhn Stuinbecki Americi: and amuricians  Usew Tork:
Bantam 3ooks, Inc., 19631, p.RE,

“l¥nid., p.87.
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Mr.Pritchard is an uxamvle of corpoerastion wan.  His
individuality and creativity have melted ~woy in the corpora-
tion he works for. He is deseribed 28 ... 2 businessman,
presidont of a medium sized corporstion. His businoss woy
conducted by groups ol mon who worxed alike, thought alike and
even lookad nlike.,. Wherover he went he was not one maep but
"?2

2 unit in a corporzstion. Mr.Fritehard is so wrapped up in

this corporate life that "Hoe has given up ais frecdom and thon
had forgotten whak it wns lii{e,"?3 e trains his memory for
figurcs and infaormaticn. fHe {elt that such information wus
good to know and he nad nsver guestioned its value or why 1o
might o2e good to Know . |
Creativisy and broad-mindedness are not chuaracteristic
of the corporation man., He ¢an have wesalth and suceess but he
Tusk buy thom with the less of froodom and individuality.
Somc may not be aware of this oxchange but they are guite

willing ta pay the price For it. Steinback expresscs his

worry about this loss agnin in America and Apericans.

«« there 1s one thing tho corpoeration cannot do.
Wnen 1t cnters iglds of individunl ¢reativencss
it not ¢nly fails but sihrivels the erestor. It
cannot order the writing of good books nnd

plays... Where it has cultures such ficlds, it

has succeaded only in adulterating the product

+

, - 7215hn Stcinbeck, The Wayward Bus (London: Corgi Bogks,
Ltd., 1966). p.26.

1bid., p.27.

Th1bid., p.99.
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and evertunlly dustroying the producer.™ 75

Irs.fritchard is 2s grouvp minded as her husband:. Her
"ecorporation® is her narrow soci2l ecircle, Steinbeck comments
humourously on her that she never accepts .or listens to the
ideas of others. "3he wmet the idens of otﬁer peaple with =
quist smile, almost as though she forgave them for having iduss
The truth was that she did not listen.“Té She conforms to what
her group wants and nuver guostions her valueé or theirs.
"Having few actual perceptions, she lived by rules. Zducaticn
is good., 3Sclf~control i1s necessary.. Everytning in its time
and place. Travel is brcadening."??

Conformity =nd sameness are chirscteristic tendencics of
the twentieth century and of industrialization, There arc
several fhings which luud mian to them, for example, mass
prcductiaﬁiﬁnnd&rn economic aystems. Most of the things we
use in cur daily lives arse noss preduced by machines in
facteries. Thesce products are cheaper than the pand made items
and mare available,  They are an advantaze but au the same
time they limit man's croeabivity.

Factory mass production, for cxomple, requires

thtt every man conform to the tempo of the
whole. The slow must be specded up or olimi-

72 Jonn Steinbeek, America and Americans  {iicw York:
Bantam Books, Ltd., 1988}, p.8d.

?éJohn Steinbeck, Tha Wayward Bug ({(Leondon: Corgl Hooks .
Ltd., 1966), p.hl. :

TPy :
Ibid., p.43.
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neted, the fast slowed down. In a thoroughly
collactivized state, mediocre of efficlency
might be very great, but only througn the
complete =limination of the swilt, ths c¢lever,
and the Intelligent, as well as the incom-
petant, Truly collective man might in fact
absndon his versatility... it is intercsting
and probably not at all important to note

that when a human state is attempting collec-
tivization, one of tne first steps is a frantic
call by the lcaders of an incronased birth rate-
replacement parts in a shoddy and mediocre
machine. 78

Hot oniy magsg producticn has an influcnce on our lives
but also mass media, such as radioc, television and newspaber.
These things have much influence on social attitudes and
bdhavior in modern times. In commercial business, the adver-
tigements can make many people Twel they want the things though
in fact they do not nead them. When production and people have
become mass oriented; the individual and siee individusllty arc
suomergcd as things a2nd attitudes are mass produced.  'Hass
method is bound to geb into our thinking and to eliminate All
other thinking., In cur time mnss collective production has
entered our cconomics, cur politics, and even our ru:-lig;ii:}n.,“"'?'9
Gefore going to Russlia, Steinbeck wias warned by many people
that Russia was a danguerous place, that h; would boe lost or bo

tortured. Many who warned him naver to go to Russiz, Knew ne

?BJohn Steinbeck, -The Log From the Sea of Cortez
(London: Pan Books, Ltd., 196G), P.205.

?gJohn 3teinbeck, Bast of Eden (ew York: Bantam Books,
Ine., 1962), p.ll13.
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one there, They received the information [rom newspapers or
from books, Steinveock asxed a lady who warned him that he |
might not treturn whaether she hﬁd Enown anyone.or the name of

A person who did not return. - She replies that shé knows no
cne but she gtill affirme that anyone who goes to RAussia must
disappear. Unce mcre, Steinbeck docs not say that mass mediz are
;3 bad. He acceptsriimas he ~ececepts other hhﬁngea‘of the time
as lnevitable parts of a scivuntific age. He sees the danger
in believing mass mzdia completely and the tendency to accopt
masa Jjudecemenc, to confirm the idea of the group mzn at the
expense of the individual. "And it seom=z bto us how the most

dangerous tendceney in the world is tho desire teo believe a
rumor rather than to pin dowa a facf."SD

This c¢onformism of modern timos 1s exploined by Dr.Viksor
E.Frankl, a professor of psychiatry =nd neurology at the
University of Vienna. He skeates that social patterns and
traditicnsg which nnece guided man's thinking have disintepgratcd
in this ¢entury t2 tho pninf that it is possible that a man
may not know what he wants or parhaps what he should want
when the values of the past are no longer held. HMore and more
his cholces arc governed by othirs and soclal pressures asround
him which determine his values. LYhis counditlon aggravates

the losgs of ddentification and the scarch for fulfillmont.

-SDJuhn Steinbeck,'h Russiazn Journal (kKew York: Bantam
Books, Ine,, 197C), p.5.
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Al tre Deginning »f humnn history, winn loat

some of Lhe beic aninsl instinctz in which

an aninml's Dohoviecr iz ombedded and by which

it is sccoured. Such security, like Faradise,

iz closed to man farever; man hos to make

choices. In addition to this, however man

hzs suffsred ancthor loss in his more recint

development, thy troditicons th2ft had outtressed
-

his behavior ~re now rapidly diminishing. &
instinct tells him whzt he has to do, and ne
traditicn tells him whit ho ought to deo, soon
he will net know whit he wants to 2. Mors and
mara he will o governed Dy wnk others want
bim to do, thus incryrsingly falling prey 6o
confornism. .8l

It becomes evaer more difficult to remain what one wings
to bo, to do what one might profer or even take Lims to find
sut. T2 [ill one's 1ife with things is in itself & kind =f

conformicy. Steinbeck says to 2 swver in Jwget tThursdiy who

does not c¢ars [or things or success that "The doctrine of
our time is that maon eannot get olong without a2 whole hell
af o 1ot of stuff, You may not b proazching it, bur you're
living 2 treﬂﬁmn."gETha seor 1t viewsd s 2 pralbor te moadoera
szciety beocnuse he refuscs to Lo chught up in materialism.
Witk the rapidity of change, industrializttion,
mechaniaztion snd commatition in =odorn tiliess, many peaplae

arc carried forwnrd by the valucs of scclety and thelr temp:o

of 1ife has to be guickened. From childhocd, they must

Lyikpor E.Frankl,_¥an's_Search {or Meawning {(bew York:
Washington Sgurrc Fress, 1968}, p.168.
32John Steinbock, Swegt Thursday l(bonden:  fan UBooks.
Ltd., 1969}, p.38,
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in¢reasc the guantity and quality of their studizs, goet betrter
grades so that théy can compete successfully for seats in higher
gducation., When they have [inished their studies, they spend
most of their lives building wealth, corstantly trying to zet
toc the top in-their profession, trying to have a bigger housc,
a bigger car, more and more things. Rarely does one seem to
have time to live happily or roflect on the quality ol life.
Life seems to run aimlessly on without stopping - filling .
life with money and things. Those who want the simple life,
who do not want to be a part of the rush of medern éﬁcieﬁy

are ignored. There are two cholces to make: be in stciety

and follow its values which one may not accept or faklow

one's personal inclination aﬂd risk rejectlion by s-cciety,
Iaither result may be desired but a choice must e mads. Fow
men can redch & hapuy compromise. The hippies, for oxample,
choose to rejeét socisty 2nd a2t the same time arg rejected.
They arc tirecd of a2 life of running and owning without stopplrg.
They do not sce the use of being successful a2s society deter-
mines it. Thecy have the fceiing Lhat they cannot live without
A renuine purnpose Aand modern society does not seem b provide
ong. lhey want to be free and choose their own way of living.
Thiz problem dis reflected in Steinbeck's novels. His her.es |

al
are the simple, the sm2ll who cannot run al-ng the rapid pace

of nmodern seciety. Danny apd his friends in Tortilla KFlat,

Maclk and the boys in Lanncry Hdow 2re called bums or hippies.

Steinbeck likes these people who are not yét caught in the
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wab of moderaizaztison and tty to maintain their own way »f 1iFa.

Agairn in Sweet Thursdeay, in A convorsaticon with Lhoe secr, -oc

¢clarifics Sceinbeek s idea about pzee and loss of individuzlity
He says to the scer, 1™ surprised thsy don't lock you up -

a rersonable man., It is one nf tha symtoms of cur time to

. 24

find éanger ir mon like you who den't worry And rush adbout .

In Uaonpery How, ack and the Lboys arz rejected Ly socizly

but Steinbeck cbhvicusly approves of then becsuse they relfuss

Ee bz caught by the sickness of medern times. Thig is suen

5

when Doe explzins ve Bichord PFrost:

.. that ¥ack =nd the Loys khow overything chiat
125 ever Anppened in The world ... & chink they
survive in thizs poarticular world better than
cther people.  In 2 time when poople tezr
thomsslves o piccos with embiticn and nervous-
ness and covetsusness, they are polnxed.  All

of nur so-callad succosslul men hre sick men,
with bod eteonmachs, and bad soul, but Mack and
thz boys ars haslthy sand curicusly clean.  Thoy
cann dg what they wonbt. Lhey gan satisfly thesir
Appaetitos without ¢3lling thoer somethning elss. b

H]

Anck ~nd bhae bovs do ool sooc tho viluc of skatus in
snciecty; thoey have no desire for 2 securs positlon in any
profession.  “hen they get n job, they kesp the job only lung
smough te o get the little money thay nesd.  Yney have their
cwn valuoes witich include 2 simple 1life without concern for

respuectability in the eyes of soclety. They apparenily sce

83 T0id., p.57.

SLJohn Stcinbeck, Cannery Row  {Londen: Fenguin dooks
Led., 1987), p.lda. .
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no use {or baing succesaful as society defines it ind seem -
look For sowmcthing uch more real and durable thn the super-
Ficial relationships and things that our timces c:ll success,
Stcinbeck indicAates thet Mick his good will and honesty which
aré in contragt to thoe azllishness in competitien of the

uld not oot

o

environment arcound him, PFininelisl Litterness c
tao deeply inte Mack and the boys, for they were nob morcantil.
men.  They did not measurs their joy in zoods s:ld, their

85

cgoe in bank balancseeg, nor their love in what it cost.t i

Eh

b ambitious, to strive for materisl success, values »F mede-n

socicty, de not provide snswers Tor Mack and the boys.

In *"The Earngss®, o story from The Long Valley, Steiniwni
presents 1 man whn conforms to what, panple expect Trom kim.
The harncss ie bhoth physical and spiritusl. FPebor, the man
ir the stnfy doces whatoye» hie wife tells hiam tz., She »rders
him te weAar 2 harnzss in order t0 Improve his posturc.  ifis
posturs way bo resd s his status in socicty.  "FPeter gained
=zn 1dded respoct bocouss of his posture.“gﬁﬂfter his wife's
death he feels A new Creedom 2nd throws awiy the harncess, hisg
N [resdom ie unsgatisfetory becouse ho lacks the courage to
remeve the spiritual harnoss.  In the end he curns t his 214

wiy of 1if¢ Again. He is not hapey but he foels secure,

B5Tbid. . p.180

¥

EﬁJohn Steinbeek, The Long Valley {(Hew York: dantam
Boeks, Ine., 19267}, p.74.
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knswing thot he is doing what zoc y expocts T hiwm.,

ist
i'e Stoeinbock, (njoyment in Lifs is choossging one’s win
wiy of living rathor than sczlddng succass in ths oyes T

a

socivty.  bd Ricketts whe had o grist influence on Steinbechk

v

tha moe ag well as his1w5rk tetches his childron in "ab-ut
Fd Hicketts® that it is mmra-impzrtant to 9e hupuy thain T
Lo owaell qccépted in s2cicty =2znd risg Leing mechinizod by i,
Fal

Staeinuack s3ys tho =a7e thing in his pertrayal f Juniusg Moltoy

in The Fastures of Besven, The kind of life thao Junius

Faltby loades seoms idyllic snd ncoceful.  Jdunjus' defdinition
o happiness doee not inelude respoctadility in the syss of
socicty. He cares little about clothes, money, success in
terms that society thinks important. Steinbock seems to goy
that Junius has gnough courags teo rolax and to sojoy life as
he wishas, He lives nesr to nature by choice with his san

and his hired man. Like Doe, whem Steinbeeck admires, Junius
ig not a corporation mon. Ooth he and hls son live contontedly
on the frings of sccicty until cne day when Mrs.Munrce gives
the Boy clothes beeausc she pitices him and thinksgz;.his health
is more impurtsnt than his feﬂlingsﬁa? The =zction of |

Mrs. Munroo makes Junius realise for the first time the neces
sity for establishing a relaticnship with sceciety. he [ewsls

he has done an injury to his son by bringing him up Iin poverty

BTJGhn-Steinbeck 3y o {lhew Tork:

Bantsm Books, Inc., 196?], p.BG.



without giving him the choice to live another way of 1ife.
Junius hag lived a2z ne likes and enjoyed nis natural 1ife but
at the some $ime he thinks about his responsibiljty to his
¢hild. Reluctnntly ho takes.his sont Lo live in the ecity, ths
symbol of socicty and the machine nge.

in Sea of Curtes, Steinbeck explaing the same ided 2gnin

that peopls will doubt thoge who do not conform. Whon Steinteck
gres 2n a4 brip to the Gulf of California, many would like to
have suck a £rip 25 A rest from confusien and rapid changos.
Many ~sk him the reascn for this trip. Steinbeck as usual is
s@arching for truth, studying nature and man's relaticonship

to it, He neither goes for commercial reansons nor for incressal
reputation. Maybe it sesms strange to the eyes of medern
soeicty whose expectaticons are more ratlicnal, more product
oriented and less personal. Stelnkeck has his cun reascn for
this trip ".,.wo scarch for something that will seem like
truth to us; we saarch for understanding; we search for thut
princizle whic¢h kﬁfﬁ us dezply into the pattern =f all life?%?
But Steinbeck knows that it world be uscless to snawer those
who ask him like thiz. They undoerstand and raise no guesticons
when he replics that he is looking for curies, for curtailn
small =2nimale, This is reasonable toe then.

Toward the end of his lifc, Btcinback changed. dAls works

Egdﬂhn Steinbeck, The Log from the Sen of Uortez {Londen;
Pan Books, Ltd., 1969), p.1/70.
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bneir
seem to lese #w vitality and {roeshness. The denth of Ed

Rickatts armd the war changed nim, He withdrew inby himselfl.

"Travels With Charigy and amoericn and Americans are ne longoer

universz2l in their messages. These final works arc concoernod
argely- with his persenal féelings and his nostalgia [or
"the old days." bhe suoms tﬁ long for the past. Unce he
returns to his hometown and he exXpressaes hig feeling that all

is dead and he agress with Thomns Welife's idez in You Can't

Go Home Again that home exists only in memory. He regrets
the passing of loeal characteristics, the sceurity of the
individuality once possible in rural areas and small towns.

It secmed to me that rogicnal speech is in the
process of disappazaring, net gone but going.

Forty years of radic and twenbty years cof tiele-
vision must destroy loealnoegs, by a slow in-
cvitnble process ... Radio and tslevision spuach
bucones standardiged, ...just 3s our bread,

mixcd and baked, packaged and sold without bLe-
nalfit of n~eccident or puman fraility, is unifermly
tastsless, so will our spcech Leceme one speech.B9

Steinbeck speaks of the richness 2nd beauty, vhe rhyths
and aeceent of lecal spesch. wWhon nhtional speech takes pinee,
12cnl soeschk will disappenr. Steinbeck somebow axplnins,
"What I oam mourning is perhnps not worth saving, but I regret
FFQG

itz loss nevarthelesa,

Hot only degs Steinbeck regret the loss. of loeal spcdech

29 o Steinbeck, Travels with Charley in Search of
dperien  (Heow York: Baptam Zuoks, Inc., 1906, p.106.

N rhid., p. 107.

"
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but alse the bewn that oncoe was porecful 2nd had its awn
chasracteristic that mrde it different {rom ocher t;wns.. By
thoe ugs of the word'town', the roadesr reccgnizes Steinbeck
meang man; the same idas of the leeal speech is repecated.
Smill towns heive becoms bLig ecitics crowded with big buildings
very similir in design. Traffic congustion and erowded
conditions nre univérsﬂl choractorisctics of any Lig ecity. It
is not s¢ much 3 question of rdvantrge as thoe tedizusnzss of
s¢eing Aand expericncing sc much samencss.  while Steinbeck

1s in 3eattle, he exprosses his nestalgis f:r <ld times when

chongz was not tro rapid.

I romemborsd Seattle 25 ~ town sitting on hills
baeside ~ watenlosz hoarbourcsg, - o little ecity

of apece cnd troos cnd gordins, ites houscs
matehod too such 1 bBrckground. 1o is ng Longor
2! ... 1he tr-ffic rushed with murdorosus ioteon-
sity. Un the outakircs of this plrcoe I oncu
bnow wisll T could nst Tind sy why. dlong whot
hnd wgon country lines rich with berrics, high
wWwire Zences nd mile loemp fctorics stretchod)
and the yellow gmoks of prograzss hung over zil,
fighting the soq wind's <Ifort L., drive tham

clf o0 pvervwhors s frontic prowth L., 1 wondear
wWhy srrpgre=a Jocus e muck 1Tike destruction.9l

) wo v fd and

In the wmesddesd” nass criontad, the gr-up, the mess are

strassed. The mochanizmswicon, conforalam, the s mancss arc.
frecors thot letd to an imperasonnl woerld whors individunligy

h:= little menning.
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