CHAFTER V

SITMARY

This study is an empirical survey of male and female adolescents'
perception of their fathers* and mothers' child resring practices behavior.
Parents' expectation, reward and punishment behaviors toward their children
school achievement as perceived by adolescents were also employed. The
study also attempts to reveal adolescents® perception of selves, their
parents and adolesceats anxietles and fantasies toward school achievement.

The sample of this study comsists of 146 subjects, 95 males and 51
females, These subjects are studying in Matayom Suksa 1, 2 and 3 (ath.
gth. and 10th. grades) of a co-educational school in Bangkok which has a
total population of 861 students, The school contains mostly students whe
sre from middie class families.

The questionnaire technique was utilized as a method of gathering
data on adelescents® perccpticns of their fathers' and mothers® behavioxs
concerning child rearing practices, znd expectation of school achievement
of their children, The subjects also were asked about their anxieties and
feilure toward school performance. The questions on fathers® and mothers®
behavior ape idantical. The items appeared in random order; and to balance
the effects of response “set" the question conceraing the motherswere placed
first on half the questionnairs, while on the other half the alplescents
were asked first about the father.

Semantic Differential Scales were employed to obtain data on adoles-

cents perception about "myself”, "my father” and"my mother"
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The chi-square technique was used to determine the statistically
gignificont differences hetween fahters® and mothers® behaviors as per-
ceived by male and female adolescents, The same non~-parametiie method
of analysis of data was employed to test the significance of differences
between males’ and females® perceptioms.

The perception of maie and female adolescents about themselves,
their fathers and mothers were presented in graph form,

The {findings of this study may be summerized as follows:=-

1. iliddle Class Adolescents*' perceptions of their parents' child
Tearing practices behaviors are very similar. There are stﬁtistical]y
significant difference between males” and females' perception as follows:

1.) There is & statistically significant Jdifference between
male and female adolescents® perceptions of their fathers®' "nurturance”,
and “Yexpressive refection” behavior.

1.2 The difference between male and female adolescents' behavior
rogarding mothers' "achievement pressure" behavior is statistically signi-
ficant, The percentage of males® perception exceeds that of females.

1.3 iiale adolescents seem to receive positive reinforcement
from their mothers more than fathers.

2, The fathers® and mothers® behavior on child rearing practices;
expectation reward and puniskment toward school achievement are perceived
similarly by adeclescents of both sexes. The differerces which are statis-
tically significant sre the fellowing;

2.1 There is a descrepancy between fathers® and mothers®
"prescription of responsibility” behavier as perceived by adelescents,
flothers seem to impose more responsibility om their children than their

fathers do,
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2.2 Both males and females perceive that mothers tend to engage
in "power"” behavior more than their fathers do.

2.3 There is a statistically significantly difference between
males* and females' perceptions of their fathers® and mothers* “expressgive
rejection” behaviors concerwning their poor school performance.

3. There are some signs of anxieties and fantansies concerning
scheol achievement., WMales tend to have higher degree of anxieties over
females. The difference is statistically significant.

4. The perception of adolescent males and females toward themselves,
fathers and mothers by employing semantic¢ differential scales are generally
positive, However, males in the average tend to rate themsclves nautral on
many scales.

Proposal for further studies.

In the dis&ussinn of the finding, some suggestions for further study
were made. It may prove wWorthiwhile to summarize these as follows:

1. A replication of this study shouwld be dore my using a larger sample
which will adiquately represent the middle class adelescent population.

2, The same type of study could be carried on among adolescent of
different social classes in order to fird out whether there are any differemes
in perceptions of adolescents who came from different socio-economid baclkgmunds,

J. More sophisticated methods should be employed in an empirical study
which will be bssed on the hypothesis "Males' anxieties and fantasies towerd
school achievement are hjgher than females'",

4. A comparison study between adolescents® perception toward their
parents' behavior on child rearing practices as in this study and their
parents' actual behavior of schildwaring practices as in the study of

Sears and WaCoby should be valuable.
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