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Background to the Siudy

Several studies have been made in an attempt to find whether
there is any relatiomship between the process of child rearing practices
and achievement motive. As & fesu]tg the longterm affect of mothers®
encouragement of independence on the achievement behavior im the child
has been demonsirated. One of the better pieces of research of this
Lype is the one by Sears, Maccoby and Levin (14). This study used
the intezviewing method. In presenting their findings on what the
perents expect of their childres in education, the authors stated:

"It is no furprise that boys were expected to go farther im
School than girls, Their mothers usually had planred to send
them ie college while the girls® mothers were more likely to expeact
that their girls would finish high schoel; college was a possibility,
of course, if a girl showed unusual pPromMiSe cecccces" (14, p. 404},

The same study has found that different social elasses exertg
different pressures and expect different standards of achievement.

"Current school performance may have been more of a problem
for the workiang-class families, More parenial pressure may have
been required to keep working class children performing at reason-
able standards, 1In any case, our study does mot show any iendency
for the working-class, or the less well-educated, paremts to take
school achievement lightly., O©On the conirary, they seemed em-
phatically interested in having their children do well im sthool, and
pleced much more pressure on their children than did the middle-elass
families. At the same time, ihe reports show very clearly that
parental aspirations Fox zollege education were much higher in the
middle class,” (i4, p.430).

Another study was done by Winterbottom {15), who interviewed

mothers of children of various age levels to find the relationship



between the demands of pavemts on their childrem amd the schievement
needs of ihe children. The c¢hildren were tested to determine ¢he
sirength of their need for achievement. The auihor discovered ghat
children with higher achievement need are childres from homes inm which
the mothers make greater demands, The demapds reflected emphasis oo
independent achievemeni at an éarly ége,

Winterbottom 2lso found that the boys whe told many achievement
sioTies bad mothers who, they s$ald, made relatively s¢rong demsnds
for independencs and mastery early inm the child's life, Merenver,
the mothers of the boys who teld many achievememi Stories were rezported
88 givimg mave physical affection 85 8 rveward Ffor thaly child's indapen-
dence and mastery tham the @sthers of boys whe told few achievamentg
stories.

In his study, Besem (13) tried to find pareats® and children®s
perceptions of child rearing prectices hy administering two sets of
questiionngires, one to the children and the giher Lo parents.

He Clelland®s T.A.T. was used to measure achievemeat motive, According
to this study the Brazilian mothers were lass likely to traim theirc
sons in self-veliance, autonmomy, and consciomnsness of achisvement than
wera American mothers. Brazllian parents seem to be very protective
and overindulgent mith their children; these were regarded as the
sigrificani factora responsible for the children's lomer achievement
motivetion. Howaver, the parents expect their childrem to be indepemn-
dant, to be sugcessful students and get high marks in school. This

inconsistency batween the actual practices and the expectatlion for



iwhgh school achievement causes difficulty fer the Brazilian children.
Bpsen also states thai there is a sirong tendency for the parames to be
overprotective and kudulgent as well: this behavior can be seen reflected
in the cultural comception of the child as a protecied one. Brazilians
Justify their indulgence for iheir childrem by erguing thet em aduli®s
life is harsh and painful, hence childhood should he made as pleasant
85 possible. Bosen also finds that the Brazilian boys tend to perceive
iheir parents as havlng hipgh general espirations despite the faet that
they report lower parental aspitations in specific activities and higher
parental evaluations of actual performance. Children whe are brought up
in this faskion may develop exaggerated self-evaluaticns and expeciations,
the frustration of which could generate fezlings of being excessively
forced and rejected.

Angiher cross-national study including comparisens of tihe paiterns
of ¢hlld rearing practices of parenis im the United States of America
and those of the Federal Republic of Germany ware done by Deversux,
Bronfenbrenner and Suci. (1} One source of date wes obtained from the
vesponses of groups of American apd German Sixth graders to a questiom-
naire concerning child resring praetices. Among other things, Devereux
and his associates celled upor the ¢hildren to report im scme detail on
child rearing praciices currently employed im their homes by their moihers
and fathers. These clhildren wers asked to report on 45 specific dezails
of parental behavier and these ware intended to iandex 15 more general
variables. Taken 3s a whole, the available comparative data suggesisd

that the greeter affection and comirol characteristic of the German



family have the effect, at least for boys, of reducing independence,
self-directed achievement, aud assoclation with peers. By comparisen,
the Amerzican parent is less restiricting but at the same time more cri-
tical and demanding, a combinatiom which accozrding %o the work of
Winterbottom and BEosen, is opiimal for the developmental of strong
motives for indapendemce and achievement in males.

In Theiland, not much psychelogical resaarch has besen dope,
A stpdy related o children®s attitudes towards their parents was
coiiducted by Tah Won Koedkietpong {3) as a Master Degrez thesis and
the result was submitted to the Cellege of Educeiicnr in collaberation
with the International Iasiitute for Child Study. (3) Im his stedy
Tab Won repested Haxris ard Tseng’s study. The data were collected
by prejective technique, The subfects wezre sskad ¢o complege 4 opep-
ended questions:- "MOSt DOYS suosssaceessces” MOSE QIFIS cucoccoccancs™
He concluded frsm ¢his f{indings that both boys and girls show positive
attitudes tewards their parents. However, there is 2 sherp decrease in
the boys® f{avorable attitude io their parents im their late adelescent
period, while in their 1l2te adelescence, the girls' ettitudes towerd

their parents become more ipcreasingly positive,

Purposes of the study:

1. Yhat are patterms of child rearing practices 25 perceivad by

middlza ciass adolescents?

1.1 Whevrher or mol there are any differences im the percepiien

of the parenis smong adslesceni boys and girls,



1.2 Whether or sot there are apy differences in the belaviors
of mothers and fathers as perceived by adslescents.
2, How high is the level of expectation of middle class parents
Teqarding {school achievemend their children,
3. Hhoy arte the anxiesties and fangasizs of mole:and female
adolescents aboui school achievemen:?

4. How deo these ddolescents perceive themselves and iheir pareots?
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