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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

This study is emphasized on the taxonomie characters
of varipus stages of the genus Oryctes of Thailand, which
there are two species, but same taxonomists treat these two
species a& one. This argument will be satisfactory sclved
only when the specific identification bas been definitely
proved, By means of collecting the specimens fram various
coconut-growing digtricts in Thailand, classifying the two
speties by biological species concept, and illustratien wilil
help ¢larify the species. This shtudy proves that there are
two species that damapge the coconut frees, there are:

. Oryctes rhinoceros (Linn.) and Oryctes gnu Mohn., The detailed

depeription of these two species has been reported by Wattana-
pongsiri {195%9). But there are some distinct characters are
cmitted in his paper such aa.mandihle, l=zbium of the adult
stage, and the number of stridulatory teeth oo the dersal
surface of the maxiila in the larval stage which are different
taxonomically between the two sﬁgcies. Wattunapongairi'des—
¢ribed that the lower anal lip does not have any of the long,
slender setae present, but this study found that the lower
anal lip is covered with long, slender setae. W& very good

deseription of the genus Oryctes and also of Q. rhinoceres



36

{Linn.) has been given by arrow (1910),

The writer doea hope that this study will serve as
a Btep to further resgearch, for these two species of bectles
have long been Xnown as n more or less sericus pests of
cogonut Yrees in many tropical areas, and c;use nuch great

financial lose. To attain success, it is necessary that

more specific taxonomic characters should be collected.
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