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The eggs are laid in batches of t\énw¢ty in
the partly dried-up dung heap, each ezp being deposited
invidually and covercd over with dung material. They will
hat¢h in very short time. The larvae are found in the heaps
of farmyard manure, decaying vepgetable nmatter, such as dead
coconut trunks and stumps, decomposing refuse, heaps of wetl
sugar cane trash {Cherian and Anantanarayanan, 1939},saw dust
that was exposed to rains and it had heen kept dry, and
almost any kind of compost in {ermentinpg conditisn. The
full grown larva i3 clumsily heavy and sluggish in its
moveumcnts., The Inrvae are found at a depth of twe to twelve
inches in the refuge, During periods active feeding, large
quantity of dung naterial and Jdecomposing veggtable matter
are ingzsted and thrown out as conspiguous pellets and
castings. The mature grubs when handled exudes large
quantities of liquic through its mouth, and semi-solid hlack
matter through its anal opening. The pgrub preparatory to
pupatisn. The cogoon is usually found at depth of six to
twelth inches below surface level, The pupa peried belng
21 days, with 2 mininum peried of 18 days. Emerging from

the pupa, the heetle is yellowish in ¢oler, gradually brown
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and finally black, The cococn is not irmediately vacaten,
the beetle remaining guescent for a few days and waiting
for the bady wall to harden (Doane, 1613).

The adult veetle lives in concealment durine the
day time in.the crowns of eoconut tress, It fligs at night,
and sometines comes to lights (Mackie, 1917}, The beetle
usurlly attacks the lesf in the unopened and opened sitages.
In tke unopened stare of the leaf the beestle tunnels into
the central spindle and feeds on tho juic: by chewing up
the tissue of the leaf, when the leaves open they present
a very characteristic aspearance looking as 1f they hao been
cut by shears. It roduces the photosynthetie area of the
leiaf and may affeect the normal.physialugical nctivity of the
trees, Horeover, thec prosence of a large nunber of beetles
on a sinrle palm-may result in the beetles boring deeper
down and gzetting access to the prowing tip or cabbage area,
This may lend to the mortality of the palm (Nirula, Antony,

Yenon, 1950},
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