CHAPTER IT

FAITH IN HARD WORK AND ITS PRAGTICAL EFFECTS

1 A.Beoond American Characteristic, The Work Ethic

Puritanism, which dominated the
intellectual 1life of colonial
New England for nearly a century
after 1ts founding, has been a
major force in shaping the
develeopnent of the American mind.
Not only did it influcnce the Hew
England celonics, leaving a complex
heritage of customs znd ideas, but
1t also advanced with those pionecrs
. who left New England to blaze a
frontier to the West, Thus it
became incorporated into the
naLnstream of American thought....
without an understanding of :
Puritanism there can_be no under-
standing of America.l

Certain American characteristics can be traced
to the ideas of the Puritans. One outstanding ¢xample is
the Puritan religicus belief in hard work. TFrom the

Puritans cans

++« the dynamic idea of the dignity
of labor-and the virtue of diligent
application to one's job.... 1In
colenial America this *gospel of work!'
was a part of the fundamental sccial
do¢trine of the Puritans, Quakers,

and other groups which brought with
them the ideology of the Tising

1Gerald N.Grob and Robert N.Beck (ed.), American
ldeas: Sourcc Readings in the Intellectual Histor
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commercial classes of England....

The significant factor was the

chrodic shortage of labor, which
provided opportunities for men

to rise from a lowsr to a2 higher
GConomic and social status....

The prudential virtues emphasized

by various Protestant sects, with
their repeated injunctions against
waste, idleness, extravagance, and
ostentaticus vanities, were conducive
to material prosperity and to the
development of a2 capitalistic frame

of reference. The glorification of
these virtues induced men to apply
themselves to their earthly occupations
with diligence, sobriety, and thrift.
Above all, the individual was admonished
not to waste God's procious time lest
idle hands find work for the devil.
Careful observance of this doctrine
made success almost inevitable in a
country like America. If a young man
followsd the injunctions to work hard,
to avolid extravagance, and to use his
savings thriftly, he would prosper.
Lconomic success would accrus to those
of pious diligence as a tlessing of
God. Thsse Puritan virtues fostered

& capitalistic atmosphers for material
Prosperity in z land where opportunity
was great, labor scarcg, land plentiful
and the rewards ample.

To. the Puritan God was the center of everything.
One would not dare to brzak Geod's commandments without
the risk of severe punishment from god himeelf or his

"minisvers" in New England pulpits and state houses.

Maurico Boyd and Donald Worcester, American
Civilization - An Introduction to the Social Sciences
(Boston: Allyn and Bacen, Inc., 1968), p.o7.
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He was sure that the universe
centerad not on man, but on God,
and that 211 man's snorgles must

be devoted to God's service. God
absolubtely controlled all creation.
Man was his creature, inhcrently
sinful, and could be freed from
cvil only by the_arbitrary gift

of divine grace.3

Because

.. Mman was by nature corrupt to
the core..., {and had) inherited
& seed of s5in frem which nothing
he could do would save him { and
because] his mind, said Calvin,
'1s so utterly alienated from
the rightzousness ol God that
he cannot conceliva, desire, Or
design anything but what is
wicked, distorted, foul, ilmpure,
and inigquitecus...' £hiz) only
hope of esceps from eternal con-
demnation lay in the cﬁtension
to him of God's grace.

50 according te the Puritans,

kReligion should permeate cwery
rhase of living. ian belonged
to God alone: his only purpose
in 1life was to enhance God's
glory and do Ged's will, and
gvery varicty of human activity,

X
“kRobert E.8piller, Williard Thorp, Thomas H.Jchnson,
Henry Seidcl Candy and Richard M.Ludwi ?ed.), Literary
History of the United States: History {3rd ed. Tev.; Now
York: The Macmillaen Company, 1963), p.55.

4Roger Burlingame, The American Conscicnce {New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1960), p.25. The quotation inside is from
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion {(Westmin-
ster:Refl. Association Press, 1960}, Chapter b, sec. 19,
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every sort of human conduct,
presumably unpleasing to God,
must be disgouraged if not
Suppresssd.

All the quotations above demcnstrate man's
position in the Puritans'mind. As a result of their
religious beliefs, the Puritans took everything in life
sariously. Opposed to drinking, entertainment and social

activitics, they trisd to purify themselves and their

religion:

The Puritzns belonged to the
English middle class, Most

of them were free tillers of
the so0il, sottled in small
communibiaes..,. In their
religion they were memboers of
the English state church whose
doctrines they tried to 'purify?
and zpply %o z2ll phases of
privatc and public life....

and 1t le¢ft a permanent imprint
upon the cgltural 1i1fe of New
England. ..

One way of purifying themselves was to concentrate
on working hard: T“Notably from John Calvin did Protestantism
derive the ethical justification of work and thrift.”?
The American dream had its root in "... the Protestant,

or Puritan, Ethic with its pursuit of individuanl salvation

®Samuel Eliot Morison, The Intellectual Life of

Colonial New England (MNew York: Cornell University Press,
1960) 1 P'aao

EWETkmeister, ops cit., p.9.
?Hacker and Zahler, gp. c¢cit., p.5.



35

through hard work, thrift, competitive struggla.”a

Bradford Smith confirmeé¢ this: "Thers was the Puritan
balief in the wvirtue of work, both for its own szake and
boccause the rewafds it brought were regarded as signs of
God's love."? 1In her article, "Compstition and Indivi-

‘duzlism," Dr. Margaret liead -suggested that

»»+ the essence of puritanism...
was a belief that there was a
relationshkip here on earth
betwisn good behavior and good
deserts. God prospered the good
man and withdrew Trom the gvil
marn, and success ceould he taken |
as an immediate outwsrd and
vigible sign that one had so
lived as to f}Bd favor in the
sight of God,

The Puritan praised hard work as "a virtue," and considered
idleness as "a vice," loreover, according to Henry Stecle

Commager,

Puritanism lingered on, not so
much as a search for indivigual
salvation or as a celebration
of the wirtues of thrift and

BMaurice Boyd and Donald Worcester (azd.),
Contemporary America: Issues and Provlems (Boston: Allwyn
and Bacon, Inc., 1G€G), p..7.

JSmith, op. cit., p.78.

DKingsley Davis, Harry C.Bredemeier and Marion J.
Levy, ¥odern Amsrican Spciety - Readings in the Problems

of Order and Change (New lork: Linehart and Company, lnc.,
1951), p.40,

AR GA B §
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industry but as a recognicion of

the dignity of the individual and

of hkis duty te achicve both
spiritual and material prosperity.ll

Faul K.Conkin agreed:

God commznded work. [ Kan's) tasks had to
be donz.... Man was a servant in God's
vineyard, rcspeonsible for the full and
Joyful use cof his talents. Every
required and socizlly significant task
was a dignifying vocation, an important
calling, Each man had to find his
appropriate task in order to achieve
:nanlinesi2 dignity, and community
respect.

S0 1t 1s no mistake %o say that, "... an 2mphasis upon
success and hard work had long been z part of the
Protestant [particularly the PUritan] ethic."d As

Vernon Louis Parrington said, "From the Puritan conception
of the stewardship of talents came = new sthic of work

that provided a sanction for middleml&ss'axplc:ita.tion....-”lu

llCommager, op. ¢it., p.422, 410.

12paul K.Conkin, Puritans znd Pragmatists (New York,
Toronto: Dodd, Mead and Company, 196B), p.Z28.

1§Seymour Mertin Lipset, The First New Nation (New
York: Basic Books, Inc., 1963), p.l0l.

' : 4vernon Louis Parrington, Main Currents in American
Thought - An Inberpretation of American Literature fTom Lhe
Beginnings to 1920 (New fork: Harcourt, Brace and World,
Inc., 1958), p.7.
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Not only did the Puritans believe in working hard,
out also it was inevitable for them when they first
sgttled in the frontigr environment: "Life for
[the frontiersmen] was a coupound of struggle against
nature, contacts with... animals, and personal relationships
with ... family and neighbours.”l5 "They guickxly learnsd
that tﬁey would fend off the dangers from. the enemics of

the forest and from among themselves only if they would

16

labor together,® Thus they were completely engaged

in a struggle to subdue bhe forest with their skill and
their willingness to work hard in order to survive in ths

New World:

«+«. the Filgrim Fathers, who had
settled at Plymouth in 1620, were
represantatives of the lower strata
of English society-peasants, artisans,
and laborers - and did not conbtrol
great wealth, Hard work and frugal
living alone enabled them to survive
the hardiyips of their pioneering
venture.

Those who came from countrics
with advanced political and eccnomic
institutions brought with them faith
in thosc institutioni and experience
in making therm work.

lEHalph Henry Gabriel, The Coﬁrse of American
Democratic Thought - An Intellectual History Since lﬁlﬁ
(Mew York: The Ronald Press Company, 19%6), p.G.

16

Handlin, The Americans, p.28,

l?Werkmeister, loc. cit.

lEHennedy, ¢p. Ccit,.,, p.8.
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Bradford Saith asserts that

«». the average Amzerican respects
work and is guitec willing to work
with his own hands...

There was the richness of
opportunity in a land waiting
to be settled. There was the
iack of a settled socicty with
fixed ranks and classes, so that
4 man was Certaln to riss through
achievement. There was the
determination of the inmigrant
te gain in the nsw world what
had be denied to him in the
old...

According to Michel-Guillaume,

There is room for everybody in
Americg: has he any particular
talent, or industry? he exerts

1t in order to procure a2 livelihood,
and it succeeds. Is he a merchant?
the avenues of trade are infinite...
he will be employed.... Instead

of starving, he will be fad; instead
of Deing idle, he will have employment,
and these are riches eggugh for such
men 2s Coms Qovaer here.

During the carly and middle
eighteenth century a steadily
growlng influx of dispossessed
and the disinherited from various
Europzan countries provided new
contacts and brought new and, at
times, restless elements into the

Ysaith, op. cit., p.87,7s.

EDHenry Steele Commager, America in Perspective:

The United States Through. Foreipn Eyes (New York:; Mentor
Books, 1948), pp. =26-29.
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colonies.... From England, Scotland,
lreland, and Germany they came - Catholics,
and Protestants of different denominations -
in search of new opportunities for ecornonmic
betterment. For the most part they

were peasants and tradesmen, artisans

and unskilled laborers... although
occasionally = professional man was

among them. Most of them werc

desperately poor; but all were

willing to work hard and unviringly

and to suffer the uncountable

hardships which were inevitable in

the 'buffer seBElements of

civilization.'

With plenty of natural resocurces as well as the
origlnal religiocus beliaf in hard work, the settlers,
5peqifically the Puritans, were enchuraged to work very
hard, and this influenced later generations. 4 belief
in hsrd wcrk becare cone basic characteristic of the
American people. The immigrants became hard workers
because "the prospect of abounding cpportunity that
chéracterized the America of the latter decades of the
elghteenth century stimulated the trend toward making the

2e The more they

idea of progress a national principls.”
succecded, the more they came. America gave them wealth
and achievement in return fer their hard work. As Nelson

Kiose said, "In America hard work in a¥xploiting the

ElWerkmeister, op. c¢it., p.24,

-~

dgﬂye, op. cit., p.3.



Tesources of the land brought rich rewards and respect
for those who worked and accumulated wealth; Armerica made

a religioa of work.”23

II1 Its Practical Effects

In the first part of this chapter, it was
mentioned that the Americans (especially the Puritans)
successfully created a religion of hard work from the
time they first landed. The discipline of working hard
camg from Puritan doctrine énd was a part of the "Puritan
heritage." Undoubtedly, it brought them wealth and
achievemént. Thus it played an influential part in
Angrican civilization. The Americans believed that man
must work in order to make a living and that, "Work, which
is a8 fundamental negcessity of [their] eéxistence, is not
an end in itself. [They] work 1n order to improve human

1ife,n2H

The Puriftan, who recognized the
inherent defectivensss of human
nature, never hesitatesd te accept
a plcture of an economic soclety
constructed out of a baslanced
conflict of self-interests. They
belleved, 'alse, of courss ...

25Nelson Klose, A Concise Studs
Frontier (Lincoln: UniveTsity of Nebrack

Guide to the American
2 Press, 1964), p.l4,

24Maritain, ¢p. cit., p. 158,
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that each man had the responsibility
50 Lo use his falents as to make
aamselt a successful and good life
in this exiztence as well as in

the next, rlacing great ewmphasis

on the virtues of hard work and
application to one's wordly task.2”

As has been sald before, the Puritans dsvotsd themsalves
to the things they thought God might be pleassd with, and

hard work in relation to prosress was one.

Belief in progress ran through
the early years of the United
States a3 a consistent there,<

As a result of the Puritans' belief, as well as
of their practical hard work in expleiting natural
resources successfully, the American people becane

consclicus of progress.

This belief in progress derives from
the conviction that man, through his
natural faculties and merits, can
always achieve conditions of existence
more satisfying to him, and can always
Subdui dature and himself to serve his
ends.<7 '

In return for their hard work, they schieved what they
planned. H.5.Commager gave another view of progress

since the inmigration:

2OWye, op. cit., p.110.

©Thid., p.7.

“/Ibid,, p.i.
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Progress was not to {the American),
2 philosephical idea but 2 commen-
placs of experisnce: he saw it
daily in the¢ tranformation of
wilderness into farm land, in

the growth of villages intg

Cities, in Ghe steady rise of
community and nation to wealth

and power .... The American had
always met hardship with fortitude,
partly because he was sure that
fortitude, together with industry,
shrewdness, and a little luck,

was Egunﬂ to be rewarded in the
and,

Russel B.Hye explained that American people
accepted the idee of progress in two different ways. On
ong hand, the idea was believed to be purpesive, active,
and on the other hand, passive and dependent on natural
iaw. The one was based on the assumption that 1if ths
obstacles to man's achievement were removed, and the flaws
in his institutlons corrected, progress would be swift.
The other zssumed "... progress to be inevitable, slowed
perhaps by man's follies and the defects of his institutions,
but szo deeply imbedded in the nature of things that it
will coatinue to operate regardless of man's efforts."-”

Inevitably, = man who beslieved in pPregress became
& practical man. When the immigrants first came to the
new larnd, their first occupation was to be farmers; for

America provided them with natural rescurces and oppertunity.

““Commager, The Americen Mind, pp. 5-6.

H
Lgﬂye, op. ¢it., pp. 1-2,
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They came with the notion to possess the land and fo make
progress: "The freedom to own,... was the magnet that drew
the majority of them across oceans.”ao Success was their
ultimate.gcal. They struggled very hard and put a high
value on the success they acquired through their own
practical eiforts, lot only the hardships they met but
also the compulsion to be self-made persons required the
settlers to be practical. As John G. Cawelti defined

the phrase, "self-made man" traditionally "... placed its
major emphasis on the individual's getting ahead." The
individual might start from "a humble origin" but he could
obtain an elevated position or acquire s large amount of

wealth, Therse were

No exclu=ive privileges of birth,
no eéntailment of estates, no ciwvil
or political disqualifications.
IChance was 2qually given to them;
whezther or not they succecded
depended on their{... talents,
prudence, parsonzl excitions

and practicael hard work.}

So "The cult of the self-made man had its American
beginnings in the colonies, where success was measured

~in terms of material prosperlty.”52

50Smith, op. cit., p.BZ2.

| *Lionn 6. Cawelti, Aposties of the Self-Made Man
(Ch;cagg and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1965),
P 5, 39,

52

Boyd and Worcester, American Civilizastion, loc. ¢it.
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At the time when the Arericans developed their
belief in progress, individusl competiticon was sinultaneously
practised. Dr. Margaret Mead, in her article, "Competition
and Individualism,” dzfined the word "individualism" in

rzlation to competition:

«»+ the 1ndividual should Se
successiul in competition with
other individuals under quite
rigid rules of the gane ?including
the ethical judgement that everyone
skould start with 'equal opportunity'),
and in cesrtain materialistic, or
secular, directions, HNot only...
does the individual have a right
to compete for ‘success'; he must
conpete. If he succeeds, he is
virtuoous; if he is virbuous, he
will succ¢eed. If he is not
virtuous, he will not sucecced;
if he fails, the fault is his
ownl.

According to Andrew Carnegie,
'A man's first duty ... is to make
4 competence and be independent...,
It is his duty to contribute to
the genesral good of Ehe comnmunity
in which he lives.'?

50, individuslly, the immigrants came with
competitive spirits. The strugple of the frontiersman
agalnst hardships, the need for advancement and betternent,
the cconomic system of free cnterprise roused the individoal

to be competitive, as Russel B. Nye noted:

55Davis, Bredemeier and Levy, op. cit., p.43,
54Nye, Op. ¢it., p.229,
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Competitivensss has long becn |
2 kKey principle in the Admerican
credo, implanted there by the
facts of history. The battle
of settler with frontier began
1t; the desire for bestterment
that brought forty millon
impigrants into the country
aver a century and a half
@iacouraged it; an open, fluid
soclety which consistently
offeraed rewzrds to those who
competad for tggm, placsd a
premium on it.

Naturally, the free enterprise ideology affected
the individual competitive spirits., As free land existed,
the opportunity to compete for it existed as well. 8o
with their original belief in competition, as well as
Wlth the geographical background, the settlers were tempted

To practise their competitive skills:

«++ the cornerstone of the free
enterprise ideology is ¢ompetition
which... is 'truly the life of

trade and the breeding ground of
progress.’ QConpetiticen functions

as a regulator and reducer of
pPrices, as an incentive to improved
productron efficiency, as a guarantee
that we shall get what we want, and
2% a protector of the freedom of
opportunity. The competitive
principle... has long served as an
iuportant emotional symbol in the
American cultural heritage... the
Amzrican traditien iavolves a strong
Commiftment to the coggept of "may
the betbter man win.'

52Tbid., p.2ss.

1bid,, 5.107.
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Since the American peapls had strong convictions
about the idez of progress and since they developed their
individual competitive spirits, ultimstely materialism
cams to American civilization. Actually, the conditions

in America promwoted materialistic traits.,

daterial tasks were essential on
the frontiler; the pioneer must
¢lesr his land, plant his crops,
putld his home, and enlarge his
farm as a duty to society as well
25 Lo his own family. Thess tssks
consumed all of his time and energy
for years on end, lesving little
opportunity for cultural pursuits.
{This made the frontiersman
materialistic in his own philosophya
"There is,' wrote cne pioncer,

' s0o much work to ba dome, and

so few people £o do 1t, that the

idea of lebor is apt to absorb

the entire area of the mind.' This
attitude has persisted, and Americans
today are more materialistic, more
inclined to venerate the Almighty
Dollar, and more neglactful of
cultural %9515' thanr their Eurcpean
neighbors. '

As Turner recognized, howevsr, "... the froantiersman...
was an idealist as well &s maberialist. He admired
material objects not only as symbels of advancing ecivili-

zavlon but as the substance of his hopes for a bebter

future.”38

>Mfoodward, op. cit., p.83.

58Fine and Brown, lo¢. cit.
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