CHAPTER I

INDIVIDUALISY AND ITS PRACTTICAL EFFECTS

I A Major American Characteristic, Individualism

Americans could practice in large

numbers tne ideal of the free individual,
the map who made himself what he was.

They did not have to live out predetermined
lives ag they would have had to do in
Europe.

Histdrically 1t was Buropeans who came to America
.to bte Americans, _in the seventeenth and eighteenth
ceaturies, the Europeans left their home lands, which had
begen for centuries in the process of devéloping, and first
settled in the New World. They came from many lands and
various stations of life. Sone brought Europe along with
them, but some did not. Many of them came from a 1ife of
lebor, peasants and people of the lower-middle class who
were at that time victims of the old society. They lsft
partly because of rellgiéus and economlic¢ oppression and
partly because of the inegquality of social ranks in Buropean
socrety. For the most part, they did not regret what they
had left behind.

lJohn A. Hague (ed.), American Character and Culture
(Deland, Florida: Bverett Edwards Press, 1964), p.19.




The. picture of the 0ld World as an abode
of sorrow deepened in its colours as
the years went by. The exacticons of
the landlord and the tax-collector,
hungzar, disease, and the ceaseless
struggle for life with little purpose,
might well appear more dreasdful in
the tales of z grandfather than they
had been in reality. This rejection
of the 0ld World is one of the first
and perhaps tne most lmportant of Ehe
acquired Anerican characteristics.

For such people BEurope was & source
not of security but of zZnherited
bonds, often irrelevant to the nesds
of the time and place.  Beyond the
influence of the values and standards
of the $ld World, they develeped their
OWr.... They did not fear a loss of
contact with a Europe they never Knew.

)

The late president John F. Kennedy states clearly

and vividly the reasons the immigrants moved to America:

Therse were probably as many reasons

for coming to Acerica as there were
people who came. 1t was a highly
individual decision. Yet it can be

said that three large forces - religious
persecution, political oppression and
economi¢c hardship - provided the chief
motives, for the mass migrations to our
shores,%
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For W.R.Brock, the reascns for mass migration WeId
these three ahd'dne'mﬂpe; "o a_mdre likélf cause was
Ghrénic irritation with the burdens and reétrgintsqu.ﬁ
scciety.dominéted by héfedifary.privilege anﬂ encumﬁered
with feudal survivals."”

IHotébl&, more than half of the immigrants were
Englishmen, who came with very advanced ideas abouﬁ freédcm-
.for the individual,6 Searching for freedem in pelitics,
2Conomics, and religion, they were already individualists
in leaving their homelands and seeking it in the New World,
They were see¢king, for example, freedom of religious worship
and freedom from church authority, In Europe the Church was
very pow2erful and had always acted to defend its authority
(e.z., the Church arranged the system of education to sult
its own needs rather than these of the whole society). They
were also seeking freedowm of enterprise, which would provide
new opportunities for the poor. 4As Stephen Vincent Benft

said;:

5Ercck, op. clt., D.i.

®Ivia., p.=.

In 1924, 1t was estimated that the Nations aof Burope
which had contributed most to the papulation of the United
States were {in order of the size of their contributions):
Great Britain snd Northern Ireland, Germany, Eire, Poland,
ltaly, Sweden, the Nethe¢rlands, France, Czechoslovakia,
Russla, Norway, Bwitszsrland, Austria, Pelgium and Denmark,
(Historical Statistics of the United States, U.S.Government
Publications: Bureau of the Gensus, series B, pr. 279-303%.)




There 1s a country of hope, there is

a gountry of freedom. There is a
country where all sorts of different
people, drawn from every nation in

the world, get along together under
the same big sky. They go to any
church they choosz - Catholic,
Protestant, Jewish, Mohammedan,
Buddhist - and no man may be persecuted
there for his religion.... The country
ieg the United States aof America.’

husesel B, Wys wrote, similarly,

of the ftraditicnal belief in individual
liberty, of the belief that individual
iresdom was the most effective and
desirable ¢lement in the =gcial process,
that in 1t lay the kgys to the future
of American society.

The irmigrants made their way across the Atlantic
Ocean and settled in the New World with "... wvery definite
ldeas as to the character of the industrial and social life
which they were to establish there.“9 Here was a new world
where "... 1ndividuals of a1l nations are melted into a new

10

race of men..." and where

?StEFhen Vincent Benét, America (New York: Holt,
hinehart and Winston, Inc., 19447, p. 3.

BRussel B. Bye, This Almost Chosen People-Ess5avys

in the History of American Tdeas (Michigan: Michipgan State
University Press, 1966}, p.c23.

. 9Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker, 4 History of American
Iife - The First Americans 1607-1690 (New York: The dacmilian
Company, 1927), II, p.l1.

O0scar Handlin, This Was America (Cambridee: Harvard
University Press, L1949), p.39.




[it] L5 not compuseu, as in Europe,

of great lords who posssss everything,
and of a herd of pecople who have .
nothing. Here are no aristecratic
families, no courts, no kings, no
bishops, no ecclesiastical dominion,
no invisible power giving to a few a
very wvisible one, no great manufacturers
employing thousands, no great relinements

¢f luxury. The rich and the pcor are not

so far removed from each other as they iy
arse in Europe.... We have nc princes, R
for whom we toil, starve, and bleed.
We are the most perfect socliety now
existing in the world., H re man is
free as he ought to be...

This quotatioﬁ is from Lettegrs from an American

Farmer, (1782} by Hector St. Jean de Crevecosur, a Frenchman
who in 1765 migrated across the border to the Englicsh
coloniss, and lived until the Revolution in Orange County,
New York.. He had some difficulties in ﬁhe course of the
struggle lfor independence and finally left for France in

1780. letters from an American Farmer, his perscnal record,

gives the potentialities of American life from his point of
view from the time he first landed on that continent. This
book has beceome an American classic.

Thus the American frontier was not only a place but

a Etate of mind:

»+».at the frontier, the bonds of custom

are broken and unrestraint is triumphant....
The stubborn American environment is there
with its impericus summons to accept its

llIbid., Pp. A7-3B.
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conditicns; the inherited ways of
doing things are alsg there; and

¥yet, 1n spite of environment, and

in spite cof custom, =ach frontier

did indesd furnish a new field of
oppertunity, a gate of escapse from
the bondage of the past; and freshness,
and confidence, and scorn of older
society, impatience of its restraints
and its ideas, and indifference to
its'lesaoiﬁ, hawve accompanied the
frontier.

O.Fritiof Ander, in his introduction to In the Trelk

of the Immigrants, says that "Immigration is an expression

of..individualis_m...”l3 For the immigrants to be able to
leave their zncestral homes, even when life in them Eeemé
intolerable, there nmust be individual will and great
détérmination and seif-confidence, besides the outside
forces mentioned sbove., As Russel B.Nye states in This

Almost Chosen People,

The act of decision to move to the
frontier was itself a powerful
asgertion of individualism. The
determination %o go west... was a
personal one; frontier settlement

from FPlymouth on was a collective
nigration which arose out of initial
individualism, Individualism was

not simply one of the values which

men found on the frontier; it was . 14
one of the motives that set them there.

lEC.Merton Babecock, The Americsn Frontier - A Soeial
and Literary Record {(Wew York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
Inc LI 1965) [ pP - 41_42 -

laD.Fritin Ander (ed.), In the Trek of the Immigrants
(BEssays presented to Carl Wittke) (Rock Island, L1linois:
Augustana College Library Publication, 1964}, p.wii,

YNye, op. cit., p.211.
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khoda Hoff notes that over 43,000,000 men, women
and children have made the hard decision to leave their
hemes in order Lo oegin a fresh life in the new world since
160?.15 Migrating from various parts of the worlﬁ, with
different ideas about religion, culture and soclety, the
lmmigrants did not know what they wéuld find in the new
weorld; still, they made a deliberate choice based on fairly
good information and the decision to move, according to
W.R.Brock, "... was seldom made at a higher level than the
family; men might cateh the infection from strong=willed
lndividuals but the decision to move remained an individusl
one, and no one obeyed the commands of a superior.“le

In The Uprooted, Oscar Handlin agreed that the

immigrant was individual though

+++ Mman at the crossroads knew then that
this was a mass movement. Scores of his
fellows in the village, hundreds in octher
villageg, were belng swept along with him.
Yet he moved alone. He went as an individual.
Although entire communities were uprocted
at the same time, although the whole life
of the 0ld World had been communal, the act
of migration was individual.... What
happened beyond the crossroads, cach would
detgrmine by himself, It wags immensely

15Hh0da Hoff, America's Immigrants, Adventures in

Eyewitness History (Noew York: Henry Z. Walck inc,, 1967,
Ps+Xl.

IEErock, op. ¢it., pp. 3-&.
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significant that the first step to the
New World, despite all the hazards it
involved, was the iutcome of a desperate
individual cholce.t?/ :

The mass migration derived not eﬁly from individual
disagreement with what the immigrants experiénced in the
old society, but alse from what they expected to obtain in

the new cne. As Jean de Crevecpoeur wrote in his Letters

from an American Farmer, the imnipgrants were

urged by a variety of motives....
Everything has tended to regenerate
them: {new land with natural resources,
new lawe, a new mede of living, a new
spclal system. Heres they ars become
men. In Europe they were so many
useless plants.... But now... Egey
hzve taken reot and flourishedl

Hay Allen Billington said about the individual mass

migration in his article "How the Frontier Shaped the

American Character,” that

++. the pionzering experisnce converted
settlers into individualists... [Turner's]
enphasis on a desire for freedom as a
primary force luring man westwsrd and

his belief that pioneers developed an
attitude of self-svufficiency in their
lone battle against nature have been
questicned, and with Jjustice.... Yet

the fact remains that the abundant

l?Dscar fdandlin, The Uprooted, The Epic staory of
the Great Migrations that made the American people LBoston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1951), ©DD. 37=38,

laHandlin, This Was America, p. 38.
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resources and the greater sgcial
mobility of frontlier areas did
~iustill into frontiersmen a uniigely
American form of individualismo.

W.H.Werkmeister adds that:

In the struggle for existence, as

it was waged in the backwoods
settlements, the abilities and
personal gqualities of indiwvidual
counted for far mexe than did his
sgcial digstinction, or lack of
distinction, and his Tank and

status 1n a social porder far

removed from the scene. A new

Taith in the value and worth of
individuals as individuals arcse,

and with 1t dewveloped the psychologicaém
presuppositions of American democracy.

When the immigrants first came to America, Nature
showed them its riches. The immigrants' world would have
been destroyed if America had not provided them with
something To fulfill their dreams. There was an abundance
of land as well as opportunity which was not true in Burope.
Here it was much easier for them to acgquire land than in
Europe where land had remained in the same hands for

generations. In Amsrica, it was possible for almost every

-

lgEidney Fine and Gerald 5. Brown (2d.), The American
Past: Conflicting Interpretations of the Great Issues (New -
York: The Macmillan Company, 1965, II, p.Lll9.

) EOW.H. Werkmelster, A History of Fhileosophical Ideas
in Anericz (New York: The Roneld Press Company, 1949), p.Z23.
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family to have its own farm. They sought land themselves
and 1t belonged to them and their families; it was valuable
property and it was theirs. The Burcpeans becames Americans
because they no sooner arrived than they ilmmediately felt

the effects of plenty. This was the first time that their

lives counted for Somcthing.. They ceased to be ”ciphers”zl

and felt themselves men because they were treated as such.

For them th:s possession of land wss "... a major means to .

nae

independance and self-sufficiency. Sc 1t was sald that

This unexampled abundance of land and |
resources was the cardinal factor in
the development of American civili-
gzation. It melded the character of
the arican people and was the chief
reason for the unigge gualities of
their way of life.

This was also well expressed by David M. Potter

tn his article "American Women and the American Character:"

When this free land was suddenly
conferred upon a peonle who had
previcusly béen held in dependencsa
by the land monopolies of the 014
World, i1t made the American econo-
mnically ilndependent and this
independence made him mere in-
dividualistic and pore egalitarian
in his attitudes.?

2lHandlin, The Americans, p.lSo.

Egﬂaguc, cp. ¢it., p.l8.

A .
2"'Henr':',.r Bamford Parkes, The American Experience - 4n
Interpretation of the History and Civilization.of the American
People (2nd ed. rev.; New York: Alfred A.KNOopf, 1955), D5

2'r'LHagma, 0p. cit., p.67.
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Leaving thelr homelands with little information of
tﬂe new world, these free-minded individuals moved to |
America and found that it was an open land with apparently
inexhaustible resources. America was for them a great
opportunity. As Herbert Hoover said in his article "Ruggzed

Individuglism," reported in The New Tork Times=, Octgber 23,

‘1928: "Our country has become the land of opportunity to
those born without inheritance, not merely because of the
wealth of its resources and industry, but because of this
fresdom of ipitiative and enterprise.“25

The 1lmmigrants with their previous experiencés
came to this new country with a firm belief in thzir
ability to conguer the wilderness of America. Oscar Hzndlin

named these people "a wilderness people" because

They had no fear of the wilderness,
but rather coniidence in their
abllity to master it,.

The forest had been their playground;

its sights and sounds were the familiar
e environment of their growing up.... The
@{3{0983 very fact that they were a wilgerness

reople, thoroughly at home in the New

World, gave them a feeling of powsr.

They could <eal with the forest and

the savage as their fathers coeould

not; and the frontier was not to them

a threat bgg an oppertunity... a mede

of escape.

“20scar Fandlin {ed.)Y, American Principles and
Issucs: The National Purposs (New York: Holbt, Rinehart
and Winston, Inc., 1961), p.23%1.

6

Handlin, The Americans, ©.70.
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4= has been remarked before, the act of immigraticn
is productive of individualism. Each would determine by
himself what happened in the remote nmaw country. It required
the individual to put faith in his ability to build up his
future 1n the new land. The situation forcad the immigfants
to become a people who depended on themselves, Again Oscar
Handlin, in his general comments before the article "How

Far Can the Tndividual Stand Alone?," suggests that:

A Boclety not bound by restraints
inherited from the past was frequsantly
tempted to exaggerate the role of
the individual in shaping his own
destiny. BSince zverything was
susceptible of change for the
better, and since improvement was
measurable in terws of materisl
well-being, it was easy to
conclude that what man became
depended not on the conditions
about him but on his ability and
on the exercise of his own will.
All the conditions of American
life tendcd Lo lotate the
responsiblility for his fate BBDH
the individual's [ability]."

Certainly failures were many; still there were
enough successes 1n this new country. The settlers were
proud of their ability and power, which they belicved would

contribute to the future greatness of their society, They

saw themselves as "a people certain to conquer not by virtue

2'?II-Iamu:'llin._. American Principles and Issues, p.l95.
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of their suffering but of theilr strength.”28

Independently
it was an individual task te fight nature for the chance

to exist and this, ssid Frederick Jackson Turner

... has been continucus to our own

day. Faclng each gencsration of
ploneers was the unmastered continent.
YVasi forests Llocked the wayi, mountalns
ramparts lnterposed; desoclats, grass-c¢lad
prairies, barren oceans of rolling
plains, arid deserts, and a filerce

race of 5avage§g all had to be met

and defeated.”

Another facet of individuzl migration which was
deeply rooted in the mind of the American people was that
cach started his new life on an "equal foeoting." This was
what Alexis de Tocgueville saw 1n AmeTica when he came to
search for the essence of American life. According to
John F.Kernedy, de Tocquewville "l.. marveled at the energy
of the people who were building the new nation... [and]
was impressed most of all by the spirit of equality that
pervaded the 1life and customs of [these) people." According
to him this was "... a nation of people with the fresh
memory of o0ld traditions who {nevertheless] dared to explore
new frontisrs, people eager toc bulld [new] lives for
themselves in a spaciocus society that d4id not restrict

their freedom of choice and action."ﬁo

2BHandlin, The Americans, wp.71l.

_ “IFrederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American
History (New York: Henry Helt and Cowpany, 1058), D.-60.

BDKEHHBdH, op. cit., pp. 1-2.
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It was inevitable that the immigrants would form
o soclety based on the idea of gqguality. Russcl B.Nye

szld that the coloaists were establishiﬂg'a new society

««s Trom which all the flaws and
inegualities of Europe could be
erased; none of the ¢ld institutions
of feudalism - primogeniture, entail,
monarchy, the church state, hereditary
arlstocracy, and so on - were Succesg—
fully transplanted to the New World.

As we xnow they left thgir countries partly
because they felt they did not have the freedom which man
should have. 8o, leaving their countries in the belief
that man should bz equally treated, they found themselves
in a ¢limate of frec enterprise and equal opportunity.
Their ideas were transformed into reality through the
exploitation of natural resources. As many years passed,
the immigrants'world gradually drifted apart from the

Europeans'.

Here was a land in which there were

noe {hereditary rulers), no kings and

no aristecrats, in which the peasant
could become & proprietor, the ocutcast
a respectable citizen and the labouring
man could make his fortune. :

The poor man was aot expE cted to
know his plzace but te rise from it ...22

BlN}re, O L citi‘ pvﬁ!

52Erock, cp. ¢it., p-10, 5,
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Folng back through American history one Hootes
that the American peoplc freed themselwves, first from
Eurcpean oppression (by mass migfation), latcr'from their
burdens as English colonies (by the Declaration of
Independence ). 4All this exemplified thé urge of the

American to be a free individual:

Because he conguersd the wilderness
with his own hands and carved out a
frechold for himself and his family...
because he started with his compeers
from the sams bottom level - for

thesae reascens the attilitudes and
instituticns of his wsy of life

were profoundly cenditioned fo
individualism, democracy, [and)
equality.?? d

IT Its Practical Effects

In the first part of this chapter, 1t was said
that the immigrants were individualists when they sought
their new homes, "Intense individuation,™ Frederick Jackson
Turner pointed cut in his famous frontier hypothesis, "The
Significance of the Frontier in American History," (1893
was instilled in the national character, implanting in

Americans "traits thot made for ... individuality and an
!

33Lcuis M.Hacker and Helene 5.7ahler, The Shaping
of the American Tradition (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1947}, p.Lv.




20

impatient habit of self—asscrtion.“54 "The individusl,"
wrote James P.Dixon, "is still and will cconvinue to be
the focus of the American effort, for ‘we believc that
the indiwvidual is central to ocur own society...’”55
"FPerhaps,"” said Russel B.Hye, "... no idzal is more
chardcteristic of Amcrican culture than the emphasis the
Ame¢rican places on the imporlance of bthe individual aﬂd

nls avillity to identify and solve.his problems.”56

Practically, the emphasis ¢n individualism encouraged

the Americaﬂé to becomsz a people of self-reliance and sslf-
confidence, William Mathews defined the phrase '"self-
reliant individualism' in one of his best-selling books,

Getting On in the World: Or Hints on Success in Life (1823);

”[it is) a vital element of success - a determination to
be one's own helper.... It is the secret of all iandividual
growth and vigor, the master-key that unlocks all difficul-
ties in every profession or calling.”a?

Oscar Handlin suggested that the immigrants had
already had confidence when they decided to come to the

Hew World and this characteristic had an influence on later

generations:

Nye, op. cit., p.210.
>?1vid., p.252.
*61vid., p.208.
*Ivig., p.23L.
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Their experience, limited when it
Came to what lay Leyond the ocean
but not when 1t came to what was
near st hand, gensrated confidence
in thzir own capacity for
achigvement.... They bhelieved in
the future greatness of their
societies because they were

proud of their own power. They
saw themselves as a people
caertain to conguer not by virtue
of thelir suifTering but of their
strength. The faith by which

the immigrants had justified

the hardships of their departure
from Europc bLécame, for their
ciilldren, the sigple confidence
in the future."’

Eye added that; "The promise of a new and open
society inspired self-confidence in those who descided to
g0, and expreszed itself in the rewards of their individual
efforts once they arrived.”39

Once they decided to go, it was their self-confidence
as well as their adaptability that enablzd them to survive
in ean uncivilized land. With their wvision of free land
and great opportunitiss, the immigrants moved to this new
world as frese individuzls. They could expect no help from
anyone, as David M.FPotter has noted, When the immigrant

reached the land, he was faced with

+++ Lhe necessity for subduing the
wilderness by his own personzl
exertions, in a situation when

ES"E.'Hemr.:llin, The Americans, loc. cit.

agﬂye, cp. cit., p.211.
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ne could not call upen doctors,
dentists, policemen, lawyers,
contractors, well-drillers,
repairmen, s0il analysts, and
cther specialists to =14 him,
(and thiSLGmade him more self-
reliant. '

As a result of theif belief in the prights of
‘individuals and the force of conditions in America, the
immipgrants becams psople who depended on themselves. To
conquef the wilderness in an ¢pen land needed courage,
strength, ability and self-reliance. Historically, some

parts of America were already occupied by the American -

Indian.

«.+» at the frontier, (said Fredsrick
Jackson Turner,] the environment is

at first foo strong for the man. He
must accept the conditions which it
furnishes, or perish, z2nd so he fits
himself inte the Indian c¢learings

and follows the Indian trails. Iittle
by little he transforme the wilderness
-+++. Moving westward, the frontier
became more and more American.... Thus
tne advance of the frontisr has meant
a steady movement away from the influ-
ence of Hurope, a steady growth of
independence on American lines {and
the development of a self-reliant
peoplej.ul

For the first time the settlers found themselves

40Hague, locs cit.

“lBaboock, op. cit., p.32.
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«+s away from home, away from the

safety of the circumscribed little
villages in which they had wassed

all their yezars. Now they would

lgarn to bave dezlings with people
¢ssentially differeant from themselves,
Now they would collide with unaccustomed
problems, learn to understand alien ways
and alien languages, manase to surgive
in a grossly forezign enviromment.®

This could be well achisved by rapid sdaptation to the
changed envirconment. "The frontiesrsman depended on himself,
net society, for his surviwvzl and advancement. Both the
relative weakness of institutions on the frontier, and the

slmplicity of ite society, encouraged individualism and

self—reliance.”45 Self-confidence became basic as they

established their society, As Bradford Smith wrote:

The special guality of American
culture arises from what the
American land and climate did

to men whe brought with tham

the glories and the burdens of
Europgan culture. Releassed from

the fgudal restraints which still
clung Eto ownership even in the
seventszenth century, they were
driven by long hunger to possess
land of their own. The hazards

of settling that land - taking it
from the Indian by treaty or

battle, strugpgling through trackless
forests to find i%, hewing out hones
and raising crops with nothing but

a few simple tools, dying sometimes

QEHandlin, The Uprogoted, p.38.

“Nye, op. cit., p.210.
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in battle or from weather or
hunger - these hazards quickly
changed into Americans the

Europeans who survived. 1t was
strugpgle that shaped the American
gpirit.... It encoursged enargetic

activity and dignified labor with
the hands. 1t made of the independent,
self-reliant farmer z symbol which 4

still influsnces our national life.

Az stated above, to the immigrants America was a
land of many rasources and opportunities. It has remailned
so throughout American history. At the beginning of the
twentieth century, President Theodore Roosvelt said that
the aim of the government wss to preserve opan opporbtunity
for self-reliant action. In other words, each man should
have a fair chance Lo make something of himself. ” 411
expected freedom of enterprise because, as John F.Kennedy
wiobe:

In the community he had left, the
irmigrant usually had a fixed place.
He would carry on his father's craft
or trade; he would farm his father's
land, or that small portion of it
that was left to him after it was
divided with his brothers. Qaly
with the most exceptlonal talent

ani enterprise could he break out

af the mold in which life had cast
him. Therc was no such mold for

44Eradford bmith and Marion Ceollins Smith, Why We
BEchave Tike Americans (Philadelphia and New York: J.B.
lippincott Ceompany, 1957), pp. 90-9L.

45Hye, op. cit., p.233.



25

him in the Kew Worlc. Once

having croken with tha psast,

except for sentimental ties

and cultural inheritance, he

had te rely on his own ablilities.46.

S0 the philosophy ﬁf free zsnterprisc shéped the
character of the American indaividual. The Americans
beilcved that in economic affairs, as elsewhere, a man's
success or failure reflected his individual ability to make
economic decisions. "The American emphaslis on self-reliance,
and the ceorrespending fear of collective dePGndénce on the
state, is clearly reflected in laisse¢z-faire economicsg,”

said Russel B.Nys:

The philosophy of American free
enterprise, emphaesizing ss 1t

does 1aitiative, self-reliance,

and resistance to collective
pressures, simply accents those
broader values of individualism

long accepbed by American society.q?

Theodere Rocsvelt zaffirmed that self-reliasncs was

the primary principle of American individuality.

"Each man,' he said, 'has his own
gqualities which must determine in
the last resort that man's success,
or failure,... In the last resort,
nothing can supply the place of a
man's own individual qualities.'

He repeated this idea many times,

46Kennedy, Op. _¢it., p.8.

4?Nye, cp. ¢it., pp. 106-107.
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until it becane a recognizable

theme 1n his public statements....
Speaking at Provincetown in- 1907...
he %asserted} that the 'all-important
factor for cach of us must be his
own character,' and again at Memphis.
the samce year, 'The vital factor in
gach man's effort to achieve sutcess
in lifs must be his ocwn character, 48
his own courage and uprightness...'"

In The Gomﬁarative Approach to American History,

Ray Alien Billington stated another reason for mass
migration (besides the outer factors which have alrcady

been menticned) in his article "Frontiers":

..+ 0One motive transcended all

others: the desire for sclf-betterment.
Farther ..., they knew, were better
lands, richer pastures, more productive
farmz or mines or ranches. They knew
also that they could sell their land

o "i1mprovements" at twenty times the
price: they would have to pay for
similar acreage on the outcr Fringes
of sgttlement. So they drifted

gnward. ... Migration besczme a habit
among frontiersmen precisely because
wealth and status lay ahead.

Thus the nigratory impulse was
guickened.., just as the urge and
opporiunity for self-improvement
were helghtened... by the business
and investment opportunities generated
by the exp&@itation of frontier natural
TESOUTrces.

“B1y,i4., pp. 232-233,

49c. Vann Woodward (ed.), The Comparative Approach
to American History (New York: Baslc BOOKS, LIC .. TE%@S,
p. 84,85,
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ILouis B.Wright accepted what Billington said- and
added: "The desire for self-improvement has been onc of

the most charactzristic gualities . in Americans from the

earliest times to the present day." Moreover, he claimed

that this idca deriveéd from the Puritan idea thet,

«on they were God's chosen people..
Few BEnglanders... have always had

a stronp conviction of their diwvine
calling to 'improve' the world.

From the bepginning in their country...
they have displayed a zeal for
religion... and socisl improvemant

in accgﬁdaﬂce with thelr traditional
rasas.”

Corrying these ideas with them the immigrants were
faced with unfamiliar conditions which, in fack, zncouraged
them to develop their beliefs. It could be saild that there
was no organized society at that time. A4S a result, the
individual undeoubtedly had te judpe everything bf previous
personal cxpericence, or from his present adaptability.

A5 Russel B.lye suggested,

The rapid growtn of the new naticn

and its apparently limitless resources
for further growtsa encouraged even
greater optimism. The frontier and
the relatively open society of the

naew country ailowed sach man to
believe that he could improve his
condition z2nd make _his fortune by

his own eiforts...

5OLoui5 B. Wright, Culture on the Moving Frontier
{New York: Alfred A.Enopf, 1960), p. 43,32,

c
)lﬂye, op. cit., p.3.
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‘The Americen came to believe that
nothing was beyond his power to
ac¢omplish, provided that he could
mster the necessary moral and
material rescurces, and that any
obstacle could be mastered by means
of appropriate methods and technclogx,52

50 brought here by their strong desirte for self-advancement
and later challenged by the condiktions, the fronti¢rsmen
came to be self-reliant men. According to Ray Allen

Billington, since immigration first began, since the days

««+ wWhen 'free' land beckonzd the
downtrodden, the people have believed
that any man could shape his own destiny,
and have respsec¢ted those who suceesdsd.
This falth has been sustained by forces
rocted in the frontier cexperience, for
the immigrants whose Sgccess stories
inepired immitation...”?2

They respected themselves and their" ... deep sense of
gratitude to Providence did not preclude pride in what
they had themselves accomplished.”5u Jacgques Maritailn
sugfested that this was another characteristic of American

life when he said:

SEParkes, op. cit., p.9.

55Ray Allen Billington, America’s Frontier Heritage
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1966, pP.115,

54Henry Steele Commager, The American Mind - An
Interpretation of American Thoupht and Character since the
18380"s New Haven:Yale University Press, 1961




I would like to mention now other
chazracteristics aof American ' life,

namely, the extracrdinary resilienoce

and wversatility with which the
American people facc new probleme
and adjust themselves to now
situations. They don't like to
accept things as they are, and

to let peoople shift for themecelves

by dint of suffering and ingenuity.

They prefer to change things and
Sltuaticns. They prefer to find
2 uew arrangement, new equipment,
a new gadget, a new line of social

activity, for the sak§5of the human

individuals involved.
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The American, as Jean de Crdveceeur remarked in his:

well-known Ietters from an American Farmer, was “"... a new

man, who acts upen new principles; he must thersfore

entertain new ildeas and form new oplnions.”56

COscar Handlin

provides this description of the state of mind of the

Amcricans in th= early doys of their great devalopmernt:

They were now conscious of their

newnz2ss as a people; new principles

anitmated them; and they had to
assert themselves in new ideas a2nd
new achievements. The awareness
of thelr peculiar situation which
shapzd their character us a
reople geve a national meaning to
the culture and institutious of
the Americans. The lcooseness of
their society and their desire
for order, the local sources of
political power and the concern

with individual rights, the disrsoard

55Jacques Maritain, Reflections on America (New York:

Charies Scribner's Soas, 1958}, p.%6.

55Handlin, This Was Amcrica, p.39.
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for tradition ardd +the eagerness
for new knowledge, the tolerance
of difference ... were ths
accoodations of men who lived
precariously in an =nvironment
that 4id not limit their future,

And he adds, in summary:

Independsnce gave political Torm

Lo American naticnality and
deepened the characteristic

traits assoclsted with it. Fride
in the achievement of having
hupbled the great empire, confidcnce
in the ability to do without the
trappings of traditional monarchy,
and faith in man's capacity for
fresh creation stimulated every
lmegination, It was gnly necessary
to be daring enough!>/

S?Handliﬂ, The Americans, p. 157, 156.
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