PART 1

BACKGROUND




CHAPTER I

4 SRORT BINDGRAPHY

Since much of Orwell's writiﬁéiiﬁxautﬂhiographical, it
will be useful belfore discussing individual works, to outline
briefly the main events ol his life; onc can hardly asseés A
writer's motive without knowing somethlng of his early develop-

ment.

He was born in 1303 at Mornari in Bengal, India,. The
family name was Blalr and he was christened Eric dupgh., His
Father, Hichard Walmesley Blair, was a minor official 1n the
fCustoms and Excise Depagriment. Very soon after he was born,
the family, but not his father, moved to England and he went
to a preparatory szschool on the south coast of England. The '
years beforene was sz2nt to the aschool were lonely; zlthoupgh
devoted to his motoar, Orvell felt unakle to speak fresely to
huf, while his slsteprs were too far separated from him in age
tﬁ ge his comganiens., In this environment, ite reacted to his
izglaticon in a streongly individual way, and from the start,
tnls Inner independence, his way of asssrting himself against
tne environment, seems to have been connectecd witn the idea of

writing.



The sense of failure must have been confirmed Ly his
prep-school experience, His account of those years can be

found in an essay, Such, Such YWere the Joys, Orwzll had nis

own ‘prollens at the school. He suffered a long series of

unjust puniéhments from the headmaster and his bullying wiliflfe.
e wrote, "This was the great, abiding lesson of my boyhood:
that I was in a world where it was not possible lor me to be

good-"g

Then there was the disgusting favouritism ol the
headmaster towards boys from the moneyed classcs. There were
three castes in school: boys whp came from aristocratic Fami-
lies or the sons of millinnaifes, boys from the rloh upper
midadle class families and boys from poor families; Orwell
realized that he beleonped to the third class and he was never
allowed to forgei it. HHe could not enjoy geod food, good
living and ctner privileges like the rich btoys. Though he won
g sc¢holarsnip, he was repcatedly reminded, sometimes in public,
o' nis poor background by the headmaster and his classmates.
Unhappiness and a feeling of inferiority haunted him Cor a

long time afterwards. e left the school, hating the past

and unsure of his future. “Failure, failure, failure, lraillure:

Failures behind me, Tallure ahead ol me_that was by Tar the

deepest conviction that I capried awﬂy.”g

In a pgezneral way, it is easy to see this sensze of
failure a% work in Orwell's eserly novels. His central charac-

ters are all isolated figures who resist a hostile zociety for



a S“ime and try to exiszt by their own standards, but are then
Torced to capltulate., These elements have g natural correla-

tion with the sullering of his schoolday=.

Orwell obtalined a scholarship tco Eton. After his prep-
school, the Eton atmosphere was comparatively conmenial. At
Eton he was poﬁilar, not tad at Eames and noted as unusual in
appearances, He did not get :much from Eton and the place was
not much of a formative influence in his lilfe. Hevertheless,
in few other schools would Orwell's independence have bean
given room fo flourisn as 1t d1ld there. Alfter Eton, he joined
the Indizn Imperizl Police, and sﬁent the years 1G22-T7 as a
sub~dlvisional officer in Burma. The five years of isolation
in fiurma must have becn decgislve for hls approacn.to writing.
Here he was glven aetlon and responsibility and the sclifude
in whieh to meditate on the injustice t¢ which his work made
him a party. He_gathered his experience long before he had
the epportunity to write about it, or at least to write rlor
puplication; for all hls accounts of this perdlod were both
written and publishsd after his rveturn to Europe. His ex-
perierce in Burma made such an impression that striking, ac-
curate details dominate his descrintions of the life and

nature of Burma, as for instance, in his essays, Shooting an

Flephant and A Hanping.

He returned to England on leave In 1627 ard was deter-

mined to pglve up the jeob in Burma. The climate 1n Burma was



bad for him ané the Empire was certalnly nct Leing =un with
efflciency and confidence. Orwell stuck to his resolution
and did not go back. He dicided to become a writer. 1In
1928-9, ha llved 1n Paris but had little success in selling
his work and was finally redugced to taking jobs as a dish-
washer in hotels and restaurants. His experience of Paris
life, especlally, 1lfe as a dishwasher in the subterranean
world of dirt, sweaﬁ and curses led him to wrlte Down and

Lut in Paris ard London 1933, His novel, Burmese Davs ap-

peared in 14934, The latter was based, ol ecourss, on nis

pxrericnce Iin the Imperizl Police.

From 1934 onwards he was able to earn a meagre living

by his pen. Ir: his third novel A Clergyman's Dauszhter (1935),

he drew vpon his experience as a tramp and as a school Leacher,
Over a sprawling great shop con a corner near Hampstead Heath,
Crwell rented room from the bookseller for twelve shillings

and six pence a week, and when he found it difficul® to way,
arranged to work in the shop in the afternoons. He used that

experience in Keen the fAspidistra Flying ta palnt a dark pie-

turc of a hard-up shop assistant. In I936 he was in the north
ol England, commissioned by "Tho Observer" to make a tour of
Lancashire and Yorksblre tc study the llving conditions of
unemployed miners. His report was published by the Left Zook

Club under the title The Road to Wigsn Piepr 14937. It does

not tell us much about unemployment, but 1f does fell us
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apout Orwell and about Boeialism, If was when he returned
from that assigament in the summer of 1936 that he married
Eileen O'Shauzhnessy. At the end of that year, he went off

te Spain to obéerve the first ffght of demscracy againat the
totalitarians. On arrival in Barcelonsa he enlisted in a unit
of the Socialist militia. After nearly six monthsz at the
front, he was wounded and almoest inmedlately arfterwards became
invelved in the street Fighting in Parcelona whaen the unit he
was attached to was denounced as “"Trotskyist" and suppressed,
Fsecaping from the political police, he returned to England

where he wrote an zccount of this adventure: ilomages to Cata-

lania (1938). /At this time, his health began to brezk and he
Wan under observation for tuberculosis of the lungs. The test
proved negative, but he was advised to spend the winter abroad,
which he did, 1n Moroeco, returning to England in the spring

of 1934%. In that ycar, his fourth novel Cominpg, Upo for Alr was

punlished. During the vwar, he lived in Londeon and worked for
a time in a department ol the E.B.C., respconsible for broad-

casts $to India. His nock of essays, Inside the Whale, appearegd

in 1940 and a long essay The Lion znd the Uniccrn in 1341, TIn

1545, hils wife dled and in the same year he published Animal

'apm,

From 1246 to 1%49 he 1lived mainly on the 1sland of Jura
in the inner Hebrides, and his heslth steadily deterilorated.

He publizned no more books untll 1949 when 1284 appeared. He
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wrote this work while his energies were failing; he wanted to
warn the nation and the worid about future ¢atastrophe. In
1950, & day or two LDefcre he was due to fly to Switzerland

Tor convalescence, he died.




CHAPTER IT

TRE POLITICAL BACAGEOUND

In neafly all his work, Orwell reacts, usually with
violence, to the contemporary sltuation. Some of 3is Judea—
meznts are, Lo say the least, guestionable, since his arpument
is often baszed on prejudiced exagperation or the ematicnal
excess of earnest commitment. Fowewver, one cannot deny that
nis work centains, to some extent, a considerable amzunt of
substanée and wise evaluation of the politizcs or the socisty
of his time. Before we bezin to study individual work, an
examinatlion and evaluation of the contemporary political anad

sccial scene must be attempted,

It was very unfortunate for Orweil to live in REurope
in the period between 1%20-1940 and az a writer, hiz reacsiaon
+¥a8 inevitable. Affer the First World War nad ended with the
lreaty of Versalilles, all the countriss invelved, the victors
and the vanquished, were confronted with many serious and de-—
licate problems arising in suceession from the ruins of the
war. One was the inflation affecting most countries which
fought the war, resulting in chronie unemployment., When un-
employment prevailed, people began to be worried by the new

threat to thelr security. The economic depression started in
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1929 and lasted for many years. In this écenomic crisis, peo-
ple hbad less faith 1in thelr governmant and spome were led to
think of a new kind of goverrnrment oy pogime whiech in fthedlr
gxpectation might copps with the problem in a better manner than
the old dereeratice metheds, Thus people. were fairly receptive
to the many new political movements in Italj, Germany, Tngrland,
Russia and Spain. The leading political movements worth dis-—

cussing are Fascism, NFNazism and Communlsm.

The name Fascism was First used by Benlto Huséo]ini in
Mareh 1919, In 1ts primary stage, it had no definite Lro-
gramme; it just served as a technique for usurping and retaln-
ing power by viglenece. When Mussolini came to abszolute power
in 1926, Pascism bacame the ruling repime of Italy and its
legders elaborated certain principles. The theme of this po-
litiesl doctrine 1Is that the indiwldual exlists for the state,
net the state for the individuzl. If an "individual acts
freely in scociety as he does in a demccratic one, his aact is
unvorchy and meaningless. His act will be woarthwhile only
when he acts a3 a part of the whnle soclety.
Humanity in the masz is nhever capable of risins above
thne level of its immedlate selfish and ipgnoble wants,
it is capable of high destiny only when it submits 1t-
selT to a leader, to 'those rare great minds' which
alone have the genlus to shave hilstory.l
In its essence, the Tasecist doctrine 1is i zharp con-

trast to that of democrac¢y which has an increasing Talta in

the dienity and virtue of the individusl and vwhich szees the
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state, not as an end but a medium through which people can
achleve an ideal life. In 1936, Fescism did not find its
place only ir Germany and Ifaly but also in Rumania, Austria,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Foland, Greece and Japan. In orinciple,
Nazlsm was the same &5 Fascism; that is to say people have to
ignore their individual responsibility and decision in state
affairz and instead, they are subject to a single will Crom
the top: the Foehrer. Woreover, MHazism placed emphasis on
raclal supremacy, When Hitler, the leader of Nazl party, took
power in Germany in 1933, the raciai campalign agalnst the Jews

was carried cut with cruel intensity.

Fasclisim, then, in COrwell's day was widespread and a
menace Lo other neighbouring countries. Britain 4n this
period suflfered frow the cxpansion of Fascism, but to a small
degree and, in the case of Communism, an even smaller oae.
There was & Fascist movement in England led by 5ir Cswald Mas-
ley, bLut it ecould only command the attertion of poor people.
Britezin had to take immediate action against the movement by

the passing of special azets in 15306,

The most 1mportant gain achieved by Fascism outsids cof
Italy and Cermarny wias thne Fascist conquest of Spain in the
Spanish Civil War 1936, 1t is very interesting to study the
pelivics of Spain in that period; they Form of ccurse the

dackground to Orweil's Homame to Catalonia. Ir 1230, the

monarcihy in 3Spain care to an end and in its nlace a repunlic w

&

&
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established. Unfortunately, the government could not cope

with frictlion among politiecal parties. Iftaly took this oppor-
tunity f£o encourage the S5tanishn army officerz to plan a revelt,
In July 1936_G6neral Franpo instigated the military rebellion
from Spanish " Morocco. This revolﬁtion inspiréd considerable
international intervention in Spanish affairs. 'The Fascist
countries, Germany and Itaiy slded with General France, the
fead of fthe Matlonalist Party. Hussla supporied thne Hepub-
licans while Briltain and France, bound ay the agreement of
non-intervention, showcd some sympathy for the fallen povern-—
ment of Spain. The c¢ivil war ended with the victory of the
insurgents in March 193%. In 1942, when Ffascist wilctory still
geemed probacle, Franco exprezsed his Faitih that totalitaria-
nism had considerably displaved its superiority over democra-
tic institutions. The viectory of Fasclsm in Spain hence ghowed
the international strength of the doctrine and at the same time
weakened democracy. From 1936, the leading fascilst countries,
Germany and Italy increased the power of Fascism Ly entering
into a number of peolitical, cultural and military agreements
and in 1937 Japan was & party to the military agreement with
the fasclst countries. 1In the light of subsequent events,
Faszcisn in Lhe begpinning posed itself as a naticnal movement
but in 1940 ap an international movement aiming at world domi-

nation. It was, however, defeated in the Second World War.

While social and political unrest 1n Italy and Cermany

Fave rise To totalitarianisim, similar cvents wepo takwing place
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i Russia. After the zbdication of Ciar dNilcholas II in 1917,

a provisicnal povernment headed by Kerensky was formed but it
¢ould hot last long. Shortly éfterwards, Ehe Kerensky govern-
ment was overthrown and sdcceeded Dy a scviet povarnment comn-
posed of the DBolshevid party with Lenin asz leader. Within the
period 1938-1921, Hussla was torn by civll war and military
intervention by foreign powefé. In 1924 "Lenin ﬁied and was
revlaccd oy Josef 5talin who introduced the First and tho
ceconéd Tive Year Plans to restore the gconomic order in the
country. Stalin came into conflict with his chiel pelitical
rival, Trotsky on the issue of establiﬁhihg socialism in Hussis
father than aiming at world reveoclution. %Wrotsky lost the fight,
was deprived ol hils important position and was expelled fron
Ruzszia in 192%. After this, 3talin oecame the supreme ruler

ol' Russis; then began the pericod of nurges, trisls and execu-

tions of pecple wiho were against his communlst government.

In theory, Commuriism regsrds the class strugpgle as a
dominating feature of capitalist soclety and Lhe state is
always an instrument of the rich people or the capitalists,
Ta end ¢ne strugegle, Communism nas teo rescrbt to the strategy
of gaininz power by revolution and only by the revolution of
the working class, 4fter the transitional period urnder the
dictatorship of the workers, there will emerge a soclcety that
is classless and attain the full harmony of individuals and
coliective welfare., boreover, the far-reaching ambition of

the doctrine is to expand its princlilples t¢ capitalist
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counitries. Thouph 5talin shifted his ambition [rom worldwide
domination to the internal affairs of Russia, still the force
of this arbition was poteontially very stronp. Ibks princlples,
50 far as the c¢lassless seocliety and economic Jjustlce are con-
cernad, appealed pc-the lower class people in.democratic coun-—
tries. It certainly drew the attentlon of the worklng class
people in so far as the d;ctrinc promised them a betfter future
and supericrity to the workers in a socialist zociekty. Poor
people, were undeoubledly lascinated by the proclalmed purpcaes
ol the dretrine. Communism, though 1t did not speak much in
praise of the poor people, yet 1t was arresting. It zave fThem
hope. One reason why Orwell was so c¢oncerned about povertly
waé because poor people were an easy prey ol cormmunizm and

octher totalitarian reginmes.

Fascism, ¥azism and Communism a2re wvarleties of totall-
tarian regimes in which private liberty and ifreedom are re-
jected and complete obedience o the state is required. Or-
well had a strong hatred of totalitarianism in all its forms.
He saw it as a menace to the world of his day. This hatred

moved him to write Animal Farm and 1984 in whieh the chief

methods of the regime were seriously presented, such as lear,
trial, torture, distortion of facts and the ceaseless check
on the private actlvities of individuals. 1984 i=s a warning

against the expansicon cf totalitarienlsm and Animal Farm

against the immediate spreading of Communizm by Russia as a

world power after thne Second YWorld War.
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I'ne partial success ana frighteéning popularity of fota-
litarian regimes 1n Britaln 1n the eﬁfly thirties can be at-
tributed to econeomie and =oc¢lial unrest. The world sconomle
depression, beginning Zn 1929, together with the linancial
collapse of Germany and Austria.in_lQEl alfected Ltihwe situation
in B;itain. The Dritish Labour Government faced unemployment
spreading throughout the country, in spite of the active eflort
of the povernment 1o the sceciagl fleld. In September 1932, be-
tween 6 and 7 million people were living "on the dole."? Even
in 1934, with recovery well starged, massive unemgloymernt
prevailed over some areas-mostly in the northern parts of Eng-
land. The unskilled workers were the people who sulffered most
severely. In this pocor situation, Communlam and Fascisn found
thelr ways into toe naticnal eonsclencz. Engliand could not
compete with other new industrizl countriss in produecing hnew
products and in explorlng the new market. English exports
declined wnile imports were malntained; this led to a fall In
the natlconal income angé the standard of 1lviﬁﬂ of people in
gensral. In addition, Fngland was forced to develeop new in-
dustries: chemicals, rayon, cars and radico. New industrics
mlant be helplful to those who were emnployed by tnom but they
werc damaging to those who were s5till engaged in tine old
neavy industriles such as shipbuilding In Clyde and Tyne, cob-
ton nanufaecturing in Lancashire ané ceoal-mining in Scuth Wales
and Durham. In depressed areas of this kind of industry,

there was misery for those who worked hard for a small income.
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In congeqguence, iIn this periocd the enployed were poor and the
unemployed were tramps. The degree of poverty was reflected
in the writing of c¢ertain autners. Walter OGreenwood gave =

picture of prolongea unemployment in his novel Love on the

Dole (1933). J.G. Priestly in his English Journey (1934)

wrobte abhout the contrast between the economic slituatlon in
the north and the south of HEngland. Seebohm Reowntree pub-

lished in 1934, The Human Jdeeds of Labour, pointing out the

standard of living that should be malntained by the workers.
By Howntree's standard, it was estlimated that the income ol &
majority of the workers in cotton and coal-mining fell below

the standard wage necessary for a daccent life. In chapters

twe and three of Thc Road of Wigan Pier, Orwell pives us a
clear picture of a miner in kis daily performance. It was a
nard life in which ke could earn oanly enough to keep nim alive;

nothing was left for his immediate future or his dependents..

~Palitical and economic situaticns are uzually closely
related. Orwcll hated totalitarianism as mucn as he did eco-
nemle injustice and social differences. His economic and so¢ial
writings he submitted as preventive measures apgainst totali-

tarianism.
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