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Amorp political writers, Orwell is one who observes
glosely and critically the political movements of his d;ys.
He fezels very strongly about these and considers 1t his duty
as 2 writer toe make the reading publils aware of the political
sreads ne agtes.  llis approacn Lo the issues 1s sincere and
Sstrong, and iis beliefs in pelitics are zimple, based on de-
cency, justicé and liborty. -His political work shows nim to
o & writer of resgonsibllizy and an impassioned prcacncr.
Gegause of the strengta of his responsinility and his
particulzr style used to convince the publlc of his message
and opropunecy, he can be considered as a c¢ommitted writer., For
a man with such an outleolk, the possible and convenient media
to convey his conecepis to the readers are newspaners, poeliti-
cel woexliies and periodicals and Crwell certainly takss sdvan-
tage of these. EBesicdes, he also necds a more suostantial medium
ol expression; he takes to writing novels znd dﬁcumentaries as
well as semi-autobpiozraphical work. ‘I'nis thesis will we con-
cerned wita the political novels which will be discussed, not
merely tc show hots sriliiantly and suceessfully he expresses
his politiecal ideas, but also to see how his unusually strong
commitment alfects the standard of his work. The [inal judge-
ment of %4he thesis is that the novels succeed as powerfully
written documents of personal commitment dut suffer as works
of arts becauss Orwell’s talent 1s not suited to Imaginative
writing: ke is too cencernesd wiih the real world to make a
success of characterization, plot-making and other novel writ-

ing technigues.
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INTRGCDUCTION T

Commltment is ﬁhe writer's act of pledging himselfl to
g particular cause, prineciple or view in life. All writers
are bound in varying dégrees by an encticonal attltude based
crn a moral view of human actlvities and soclety. This moral
viewpolint is so strong that it is deeply rooted in their mingd
and becomes a driving lorce or an impulse in thelr writing.
This force is alﬁayﬂ witn them; without 1t, they wouls

probably never write,.

A writer who constantly writes under such Toree is
committed. The degree of commitment varies from ong DErSOon
to another, accordlng to the environment which inlluences hinm.
Whnatewver kind of work the writer may write, it will always
reflect his perscnal view, his moral standpeoint, his strong
desire to change or to see the werid as it should bo, or ais
impulse to flng facts and cxApose them to the puklic: the ceore

of his expression is moral.

In English literature, the Lerm 'commitmentt has been
used in connection with a group of modern inglish writers
grouped together onder the title, *the Hew Left‘.l In the
beriod following the Second Yeorld War,writers were not plesased
witihh the situation of the day. Hardships and scarcities result-
ing from the war dissatisfied them; it pained them To see the

deplorable stats of humanrn beingys In the midst of the ruins



-

of war; this committed them strongly to write for the common

good, for a better life for the individual,.

Orwell's commitment was very strong ard more obvious
even than that of his contemporaplez. His commitment stemmed
from hiz unbreakable raith in the dignity z2nd rlgbts of the
individual in smciet&. He fervertly bLelleved that every man
should be treated with decency. For Orwell, decency was a
cardinal virtue. His commitment did not originate fram any
purely academic sourcee bubt from hizs own cxperience and close
ooservation. I the early days ol his childhood, he knew what
iselation meant; he lived a lonely Kind of existence and had
to develop an unwanted 1ndependencé. Because of hls early 1n-
dependence, ne had to create his own world, his own wview ol
iife. In his school days, he underwent discriminating treat-
ment and learned the neaning of injustice and class prejudice.
Ae learned what 1t was like to be treated without deceney.

Five years Iin Burma taught him oppresslve rule under Dritish

Amperialism. In Parils and London, e suflered {rom poverty.

In 3pain, ne grasgsped the real motlives behind the Zivll War esnd
it pained him to see the frauds and lies of the politileal parties

of 'the day.

Orwell quickly develeoped an instinct to defend at all
costs the rignts of $he indilividusl; he pledmged himsell cease-
lessly to the cause ol human freedom, Justilee and the rights

of mankind. Wherever he I'elt any oppresslon, threat or injustice



by tire state or scoclety agalnst the masses, he immediztely

felt committed to express his point of wiew on their behalf.
His ldentirfication with the poor, the oppressed and the un-
nappy was real. He not only felt it necessary to write for

tnem; he evea feoll 1t necessary to become one of them.

The gquestion to be answered in the thesis is, what
effect does such intense commitment have on Orwell's work, in
particuelar, on his political novels? Is he a good novelisf
-or merely a novelist? Is he a great writar or merely a writep?
A detalled analysis of hls books confirms that the guality of
hisz writing is considerably affected by the nature of his com— .
mitment. In some ¢ases, his work is enhanced by 1t, in others,
marred. At timesz, his commitment is responsible for briliiant,
metlculous and persuasive prose, at others for long tracts of
nzive prejudice. We can see this double effect at work, best
¢f all, in his novels. Being a writer of scrupulous honesty,
Crwell In his essays and autocblograpniecal pieces, cannot be
accuzed of deliberate diztortion or crude vproupaganda., In his -
novels, where he uses a fietional form to cxpress nis feelings
albout political injustice or to warn us agalnst the evils of
tetalitardanism, e lays himself open to distertion of Lruih,
to naive propaganda, He often puts his message belore his
plot or his characters and the result is not zgatisfactory, far

the impact of the messgpge suffers as well as the novel.

In order teo understand the nature and extent of Orwell's



commitment it 1is necessary to examine his own and other
writer's verslions of his expérience and to sketeh the politi-
cal and soclal backgreund of his period. The political novels

to ne studled In the thesis inelude Homape to Catalonia out

exclude Keep the Aspidistra Flying and Coming up for Alr.

Altinoush Jlomape to Catglonla is not strictly a novel, its lorm

is wvery similar teo that of the ncvel, &nd the subject matter

of the baok is strietly political. Coning up for Air and reep

tne fspidistra Flying are excluded because they are strictly
¥

social novels; thelr condemnation of the political siltuation

iz only 1mpliied; they do not, like the others, diractly con-

cern eXisting pelitical systems.
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