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Abstracts

Mationalism is an important movement which first appeared
in the cighteenth century, It began primarily in Western Europe-
and quickly spread until finally 1t reached the South Fast Asian
part of the world in the beginning of the twentieth century. Those
countries which had been ﬁolﬂnies of the Vest adopted nationalism
te be used as a mears of binding public strength and unity in order
to oppose colonialism hoping for the opportunity to be liberated

in the next step.

Thailand is the enly country in Scuth East Asia, which
has maintained her independence all along. Thus; natienalism in
Thailand d4iffers from that in our neighboring countries. On studying
this topic, it is discovered that nationalism in Thailand was
established through her ruler or government. The reason for making
the idea known nationwide was the neced for public unity te fight

against any influences which threatened the security of the couniry.

Thai nationalism was initiated during the rcign of King
Yajiravudh bﬁ the King himself to ward off threatening dangers f{rom
western countries and simultanecusly to lessen the Chinese econonic
influence which was strong at that time. Then, the Thal government
headed by Marshal Pibulsonggram also included nationalsm in the
national policy. One noticeable thing is that every time it happened,
the important goal of attack was straight away on the Chinese minority

in Thailand.



At present, when generally considered, it may be said that
tﬁough it is not eclearly shown, there are some detected traces of
nationalism being used by Thai governing authorities., The main
purpose is to counter-attack the Communists’ propaganda as well as
their active movements which are becoming dangercus threats to the

country.
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