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THESIS wITLE : The Administrative Role of the Ministers of the

Bunnng Family in 3iam from 1782 to 1873,
NAMS 1 idlss Piyanart Nikrodha,
DEFARTHONT : Geography and Tlstory Subject History.

ACADEUWIC YLAR @ 4970,

ABSTHACT

The purpose of this thesis is to make detailed research
and analysis of the role of the ministers of the Bunnag family in
the edministration of Siam in the early Ratanckosindr peried {1782 -
1873), The study is divided inte seven chapters ¢xcluding the
introduction, the conclusion and the susgestion for Turther re-
search. The introduction states the purpose of this thesis, the
scope znd the nothed of the presearch and enolysis, and the benefit
of the study. Thoe first chapter delineates the charcctor of the
troaditional administraticn of Sinm in the garly Zatnanskosindr period.
The second chapter recounts the histeory of the ancestors of the
Bunnap family, nancly the Sheik Ahmad family of the Ayutthays period,
the Bunnag fanmily of the Ratanakosindy pericd and the biographies
of important ministers of this family. These two first chapters
provide the historical background whiech leads the reader tonards a
better understanding of the thesis. The third, the fourth, the
fifth, the sixth and tke seventh chapters anzlyse the role of

the Bunnag nministers in the administratien of the Ratenakosindr



porlod Jron the First Heign to the reginning of the Vifth Reizn.

At the beginning of exch chapter iz giver the general condition of
cach reipgn in ordoer that thalremdera cur clearly soo how the Bunnag
miristers gradually built up their rosition in the adeinistration
of the dingdom. Tt is noted, however, that the role of tho minis-
=toers of the Zunnaog famlly wag: not confined only to administraticen.
Their achieverments in other activities show thzat they were clever
and wealthy and reflected their political power in the Kingdem

Tram 1782 to 1873,

The conflusion summarises the results of fhe research and
analysis of the administrative role of the ministoers of tho Sunnag
family in the e=arly Ratzazkosindr periad. This rgle bagab in the
Pirst Aeigpn z2nd boecame more impartsnt in the Second Relgn, It
prew gradually to the zenith of gresthness in the first part of the
Fifth Reigzn {1868 - 1873). The rost importaat menmbors of the
Bunnag family weore Chao Phrayo Akkra dabhascos (Busnag), Chao Khun
Nuan, Somdct Chao Phraya Boros Maha Prayurawang (Dit), Somdet Chao
Phraya Borom Eaha Phichaiyst (Th=t), Somdet Chao Phraya 3orom Maha
Sisuriyawong {Chuang), Thac Phraya Thighskorawong (Kram) and Chao
Phraya Suriwongwaiyazwat {Vorn}. T™ie conclusion also indicates the
Tactors which 1od the Bunnag farmily to azchieve groctnoss in the
sdministration of Siam, Finally, it is suspgested te thicse whe are
interested ip poersuing Turther rescarch inte the history of the
Bunrag family that they should find out the exoct date when Sheik
ahimac arrived at Ayutthaya and the role of the ministers of the

Bunnay family in the administration of Siam after 1373,
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