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Project Titie THE ROLE OF THE ROYAL THAI ARMY IN SECURITY AND ECONOMICAL
INTEREST MANAGEMENT: A CASE STUDY OF THAILAND-MYANMAR BORDER
Name of Investigators Sunait Chutintaranond / Pornpimon Trichot / Nattapon Tantrakoonsab

Year May 2013

Abstract

The study of “The role of the royal Thai Army in Security and Economical Interest
Management: A Case Study of Thailand — Myanmar Border”, were conducted due to the rapid

change in Thailand-Myanmar border, which transformed from the army security area to the center

of trans-border economy.

The change as such created more intensive cross border activities. It boosted international
economy value; by the way, it also boosted the new security problems, such as drug trafficking,

illegal migrant workers and deforestation.

Royal Thai Army, as the main organization who manages the border area, had to extend
their role to handle with new security problem. However, the Army that gave first priority in
protecting sovereignty over the land is not well accepted by other organizations and local people.
It's because these groups gave first priority to economic growth rather than security and there was

also inadequate integration between organizations.
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East Shan

North Shan

Seuth Shan

Shan State Total

Kachin

Kayah

National Total
(rounded)

2008

9,300
{6.800 to 11,800)

800
(400 1o 1,200)

15.500
(9,500 10 21,500)

25,300

1,500
(1,100 to 1,900)

1,800
{1,800 to 2,500)

28,500
(17,900 to 37,000)

2009

11,800
(8,100 1o 15,000)

1,600
(390 to 2,900}

16,500
{10,900 to 22,600)

30,000
(24,000 to 40,000)

1.400
(1,100 10 1,700)

300’
{60 1o 700)

31,700
(20,500 to 42,800)

2010

12,100
{6,200 to 19,000)

3,700
(1,500 10 6.700)

19,200
(9,400 10 31,500)

35,000
(22,700 to 50,100)

3,000
(500 to 3,800)

100

38,100
(23,200 to 53,900)

% of total area

of opium poppy

cultivation

32%

10%

50%

92%

8%

0.3%

100%

fiu1: UNODC, 2010, South-East Asia Opium Survey 2010: Lao PDR., Myanmar, p. 43 Available
from: http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crop-monitoring/index.html
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