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# # 5581305624 : MAJOR POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE

KEYWORDS: KING RAMA V / INNER COURT / POLITICS / KING” WIVES
CHATDAO LEECHAVENGVONGS: The Politics in Rama V's inner court. ADVISOR:
PROF. CHAIYAN CHAIYAPORN, Ph.D., 170 pp.

From the study of politics in the inner court in the reign of King Rama V, the
researcher describes the inner court by dividing into two periods from the beginning
of the reign (2411BC - 2428BC) to the late of the reign (2428BC-2453BC) by using the
year of Wichaichan (the second king)’death as dividing line. The result reveals that at
the beginning of the reign King Rama V did not have the absolute power or establish
Queen or crown prince. It appears that the relationship between various elite groups

will be the main factors to allow the woman to serve in the inner court.

As at the late of the reign (2428BC-2453BC) King Rama V has stability both
the power and the monarchy. However, there is no evidence that King Rama V has
any royal king wives except Her Royal Highness Princess Dararassamee. This may be
because King Rama V has many princes so there is no need to establish any royal
family to be Queen to born the crown prince to succeed to the throne. In addition,
King Rama V established Queen as well as appointed his son to hold the position of
crown prince. Consequently, it did not appear any group of power to support royal

family to be royal wife any more.

From the research, it can be concluded that official court is closely linked to
the inner court. The changing occurring in the official court can affect the inner court.
Therefore, each power group and elite group use their relationship in inner court
through the support of their women to serve royal king wife and royal wife. To create
a power network and relationship with King which affect the power group and elite

group to strengthen the power and political stability in the inner court.
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