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This thesis attempts to examine the notion of exclusion Michel Foucault’s
Folie et Déraison : Histoire de la folie a ["age classiqueault. It explores this notion
through discourses on madness. It also emphasizes Foucault’s critique of Cartesian
subject. The latter sets forth the order of reason to determine the distinction

between reason and madness, and yet, between normalcy and the pathology.
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“Men are so necessarily mad, that not being mad would be being mad

through another trick that madness played.”12

Michel Foucault. Madness : The Invention of an Idea. .pp.xxvii-xxviii
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“Since norma, etymologically, mean a T-square, normal is that whichbends
neither to the right nor left, hence that which remain in a happy medium; from
which two meaning are derived: (1) normal is that which is such that it ought to be;

(2) normal, in the most usual sense of the word, is that which is met with in the
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majority of cases of a determined kind, or that which constitutes either the average

or standard of a measurable characteristic”

“In the discussion of these meanings it has been pointed out how ambiguous
this term is since it designates at once a fact and a value attributed to this fact by
the person speaking, by virtue of an evaluative judgment for which he take
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“Suppose then that | am dreaming, and that these particulars—that my eyes
are open, that | am moving my head and stretching out my hands—are not true.
Perhaps, indeed, | do not even have such hands or such a body at all. Nonetheless,
it must surely be admitted that the visions which come in sleep are like paintings,
which must have been fashioned in the likeness of things that are real, and hence
that at least these general kinds of things—eyes, head, hands and the body as a

whole—are things which are not imaginary but are real and exist.””*
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“If the dream is the bearer of the deepest human meaning, this is not insofar
as it betrays their hidden mechanisms or shows their inhuman cogs and wheels, but
on the contrary, insofar as it brings to light the freedom of man in its most original
form. And when, in ceaseless repetition, it declares some destiny, it is bewailing a
freedom which has lost itself, an ineradicable past, and an existence fallen of its own
motion into definite determination. We will see later how Binswanger give a new
reality to this them, ceaselessly present in literary expression, and how, in taking up
again the lesson of the tragic poets, he restores, thanks to the trajectory of the

dream, the whole Odyssey of human freedom”

“Such is no doubt the meaning one must give to the idios kosmos of
Heraclitus. The dream world is not the inner garden of fantasy. If the dreamer meets
there a world of his own, this is because he can recognize there the fact of his own
destiny: he finds there the original movement of his existence and his freedom, in its

. o . ) 27
achievement or in its alienation.”

27
René Descartes. Meditations on First Philosophy. John Cottingham et al. (trans.)

(Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1996).p.13
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“Psychoanalysis, by contrast, has always confounded the two structure,
defining meaning by cross-referencing of objective signs and coincidences with in the
deciphering process. As a result, Freudian analysis could see only an artificial
connection between meaning and expression namely, the hallucinatory nature of the

. . . 29
satisfaction of desire.”

Michel Foucault and Ludwig Binswanger. Dream and Existence (New Jersey : Humanities
Press, 1993).p.42-43

Ibid.p.34
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“Certainty, the positing of the problem of the validity of the ideas of our
understanding involves the possibility of defining the limits of this understanding

(limites ingenii definire, as in the title of the Rules)””’
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“Thus one is led inevitably, through the naivety of chronologies, ... To this
theme is connected another according to which all manifest discourse is secretly
based on an ‘already-said’; and that this ‘already-said' is not merely a phrase that
has already been spoken, or a text that has already been written, but a ‘never-said',
an incorporeal discourse, a voice as silent as a breath, a writing that is merely the
hollow of its own mark. It is supposed therefore that every-thing that is formulated in
discourse was already articulated in that semi-silence that precedes it, which
continues to run obstinately beneath it, but which it covers and silences. The
manifest discourse, therefore, is really no more than the repressive presence of what
it does not say; and this ‘not-said' is a hollow that undermines from within all that is

said.”

The first theme sees the historical analysis of discourse as the quest for and
the repetition of an origin that eludes all historical determination; the second sees it
as the interpretation of ‘hearing' of an ‘already-said' that is at the same time a ‘not-
said. We must renounce all those themes whose function is to ensure the infinite
continuity of discourse and its secret presence to itself in the interplay of a
constantly recurring absence. We must be ready to receive every moment of
discourse in its sudden irruption; in that punctuality in which it appears, and in that
temporal dispersion that enables it to be repeated, known, forgotten, transformed,
utterly erased, and hidden, far from all view, in the dust of books. Discourse must
not be referred to the distant presence of the origin, but treated as and when

31
occurs.”
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Martial Gueroult. Descartes’ Philosophy Interpreted According to the Order of Reason |,
the Soul and God. Roger Ariew, Translated. (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1984).p.22
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“... It is certainly a strange event: first, because on the one hand it is linked to
the gesture of writing or to the articulation of speech, and also on the other hand it
opens up to itself a residual existence in the field of a memory, or in the materiality
of manuscripts, books, or any other form of recording; secondly, because, like every
event, it is unique, yet subject to repetition, transformation, and reactivation; thirdly,
because it is linked not only to the situations that provoke it, and to the
consequences that it gives rise to, but at the same time, and in accordance with a

quite different modality, to the statements that precede and follow it.” .
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Michel Foucault. Archaeology of Knowledge. A.M. Sheridan Smith, Translated. (New York:
Routledge, 1972).pp.27-28
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“It is a stupid presumption to go about despising and condemning a false
anything that seems to us improbable; this is a common fault in those who think
they have more intelligence than the crowd. | used to be like that once, and if
heard talk of ghosts walking, or prognostications of future events, of enchantments or
sorceries, or some other tale that | could not swallow ... would pity the poor people
who were taken in by such nonsense. And now | find that | was at least as much to
be pitied myself; not that the experience has shown me anything that transcends my
former beliefs, though this has not been for lack of curiosity; but reason has taught
me that to condemn anything so positively as false and impossible is to claim that
our own brains have the privilege of knowing the bounds and limits of God's will, and
of our mother nature's power. | have learnt too that there is no more patent folly in
the world than to reduce these things to the measure of our own power and
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capacity.
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