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This thesis aims to study Japanese crime fiction that reflects the problems
women face during the period of capitalist expansion. The study examines the crime
fiction that was created in the 1990s and 2000s, namely Miyuki Miyabe’s All She was
Worth (1992), Nutsuo Kirino’s Out (1979) and Grotesque (2003), Hideo Okuda’s Sai-
aku (2002), and Salvation of a Saint (2008) by Keigo Higashino.

The study explores the interdependent relationship between patriarchy and
capitalism. It shows that modern Japanese women are faced not only with economic
inequality but also with discrimination both in the domestic sphere and in the
workplace. They are restricted to the role of reproduction at home and are forced to
use consumption to define their identities. Moreover, patriarchal capitalism leads to
the double oppression of women. Unable to endure the injustice and oppression
under patriarchal capitalism, female characters are motivated to use crime and
deviant behavior to retaliate against the system. However, the path towards
retaliation of these female characters is not so smooth since they have to deal with
obstacles in the form of revenge-seeking male characters and social mechanism that
protect the system of patriarchal capitalism. These obstacles imply that it may not
be possible for women to transcend the patriarchal capitalist system that is currently

in place.
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Japanese detective fiction written during this period
oscillated between imitation and adaptation of dominant
Western models on the one hand, and innovation and

originality on the other [...] the genre relies primarily on



imitation and aims to reevaluate its creative potential in
the context of the social, cultural, and literary history of

modern Japan.(Schulz, 2009, p. 418)
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Aanilyse ozad (Miura Atsushi) lanaiferunguiian

They grew up seeing their parents buying things willy-
nilly and filling their “My Homes” with material
possessions. They themselves were bought things
from early childhood, owned brand-name goods in
middle and high school, and went on overseas
vacations with their families. Yet it was exactly
because of these experiences that a host of new
trends arose from within their generation. Moving from
quantity to quality, valuing artisanal handwork over
mass-produced products, seeking not the satisfaction
of material possessions but the fulfillment of
connections with other people and of the heart,
preferring Japanese to Western, aspiring to rural living
over big city life, all these trends have gained strength

with this generation. (Atsushi, 2014, p. 193)
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JudspuiAnmsaa wess (Kittredge Cherry) 138071 depuuuuanenine (Gentleman-first
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society) n1sdnLspeaIRuANdIRy I eunoundsdslsngiiiuiludeualudoiin

unsenadulagleglnaidaniyesslang1iin
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In the mid-1980, almost every teacher from
elementary school through high school began each
school day with a class roll call listing all the boys,
then all the girls. The oldest boys usually entered
school ceremonies first, followed by girls at the same
age, the younger classes, also in boys-first order. The
pattern continues into adulthood. Men are practically
always the first to step on and off an elevator, the
first to be served at a restaurant, and the first to
submerge themselves in the family bathtub each

evening. (Cherry, 1987, pp. 23-24)
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interdependence of capitalism and patriarchy is
essential to the socialist feminist political analysis.

(Eisenstein, 1979a, p. 5)
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Patriarchy (as male supremacy) provides the sexual
hierarchical ordering of society for political control
and as political system cannot be reduced to its
economic structure; while capitalism as an economic
class system driven by the pursuit of profit feeds off
the patriarchal ordering. Together they form the
political economy of the society, not merely one or
another, but a particular blend of the two. (Eisenstein,
1979b, p. 28)
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have always been considered temporary employees, and workers in petty retailing
and small industry plants have no assurance of lifetime employment or steadily

rising wages geared to seniority.” (Reischauer, 1977, p. 185) Aeda1iaaseiingnd naen
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Wosgudlul 1982(Cherry, 1987, p. 95)
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Late nineteenth-century laws also hampered women’s

full participation in the world outside home. Severe
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restrictions on women’s political participation predated
the institutionalization of ryosai kenbo [good wives and
wise mothers] in the educational system by a decade.
Denial of the right to vote, to found political associations,
or, before 1925, to attend or speak at political meetings
reinforced the domestic destiny of women promoted by
the educational system. Furthermore, the 1898 Civil Code
placed nearly all women under the authority of male
head of household who chose the family domicile,
control the family assets, managed his wife’s property,
and approve marriages of women under twenty-five (and
men under thirty) years of age. A woman could become
household head only in absence of male candidate, and
then only if she were unmarried or widowed. Wives had
much greater difficulty gaining divorces than husbands
did. All in all, the Civil Code hampered women'’s ability to
live outside a male headed household. (Uno, 1993, p.

299)
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The hall mark of the post-1970 wave of Japanese
women’s movement was its insistence that women
should be free to choose not to become mothers and

wives. Thus, many of the newer organizations struggled
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not simply to expand women’s public influence as wives
and mothers but to increase their domestic autonomy
and open new avenues of participation outside the home.
Their efforts ranged from maintaining access to abortion
and improving access to the birth control pill to help free
women from unwanted reproductive responsibilities to
pushing for greater equity in the workplace to lessen
women’s economic dependence on men and to
establishing female enterprises suited to the need of

women workers. (Uno, 1993, p. 313)
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In the formation of female g¢ender, women’s
reproductive tasks are extraordinarily important. One of
the characteristics of the sex-gender system is that the
work of biological reproduction and the reproduction of
society and culture through childrearing and family
maintenance are both done by women and are closely
connected that they appear identical, as if both were

biological attributes of women. (L. Gordon, 1979, p. 109)
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The work of a housewife — housework - is the work of a
sexually subject being who lacks jurisdiction over the
property in her person, which includes labour power.
But sale of labour power, in contrast to sale of labour or
the person, is what makes a man a free worker; the
ability to contract out a piece of property in exchange
for a wage is, it is held, what distinguishes the worker,
the wage labourers, from unfree labourers and

slaves.(Pateman, 1988, p. 135)
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If we can’t have children, there is no point to us being
married [...] People live together in order to build a
family. A man and woman get married and become
husband and wife. Then they have children and become
father and mother. Only then do they become life
partners in the true sense of the word. [WuAlAgH33E]

(Higashino, 2012, p. 2)
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pinpoint not merely the murderer and his motives but also the very place, the room,

the ingenious or brutal circumstances”(Geoffrey H. Hartman, 1999, p. 212 Cited in

David Schmid, 2012, p. 7) WiAugvesgnsanuuladlmiuin ervglerodurssunssud



56

[ ¥ v
YR A A v oo

wiusAgleatuiug fau funnusinglueivgyiensdaddldudain vsediulsenouves

(%
Y o

& A ~ & o & o o ¢ . A
\eSeaiioaviiiy undaduldis dydnwal (Symbol) waznmunu (Representation) s

a 4

AoUssiiuangileuiiadeudneig

Y

91y leeAnassises 187 lvasn uay 181991 do oy 19Uy UaNAINTLUNAUD
13945179019 INSSUNARTUNE AU UNAT YR Akavdrudduadelni wad falinisuenial
1599T U MuaEANNEINE VNV IUNUNN 19T (Social Spaces) Tngauuunn &.

Fuuy (Amanda C. Seaman) loegurgunumnundananiusingluaueivyietslin

The social spaces are the homes and offices where the
characters live and work and where their interactions
produce the clues and the information that help the
detective solve the crime. It is in these spaces that the
mundane details of experience are transformed into

answer to detective’s questions.(Seaman, 2004a, p. 121)
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The domestic sphere is the sphere of family. It’s
organized around mothers and children. Domestic ties
are particularistic — based on specific relationships
between members — and often intergenerational, and
are assumed to be natural and biological.(Chodorow,

1979, pp. 87-88)
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The two of them kept their own schedules, never
consulting her, but on this one point they were
amazingly regular, as if it were an article of faith: they
always made it home for dinner. This almost childlike
faith in her cooking struck her as odd. Left to her own
devices, she would have eaten anything or nothing, but
knowing how they depended on this meal, she found

herself worrying over their special likes and dislikes,
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preparing something that would appeal to both of

them.(Kirino, 2003, p. 251)
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None of them could get along without her — when you
thought about it, that was her reason for living. It was
that way, too, at the factory. They called her Skipper,
and she did, in fact, ride the line. The role kept her
going, help her survive the dreary work; it was her one
source of pride. But the painful truth was that there is
no one to help her. Instead, all she had was her pride,
goading her to keep working no matter how hard it was.
Yoshie had wrapped up everything personal that
mattered in a tight package and stored it away
somewhere far out of sight, and in its place she had
developed a single obsession: diligence. This was her

trick for getting by.(Kirino, 2003, p. 23)
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Still, what could she do? Who was going to save them
from all this? They had to go on living. And even if she
felt like a slave, even if it seemed as though she would
always be doing the dirty work, who else was there? She
had to keep trying. If she didn’t, it would be all over.
She needed to think of a plan, a way out ... but before

she did, she had to get back to work.(Kirino, 2003, p. 25)
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Japanese companies encourage their female workers to
be gentle and passive women [..] their socio-cultural
system is closely based on the traditional Japanese
factory system. Here the manager is portrayed as
authoritarian father figure, but one who cares for the
welfare of his employees. He is concerned about
cultural development of his female workers, and they
should internalize tenets of obedient behavior and

passive subordination.(Matsui, 1987, p. 40)
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Given the fact that most women bear family
responsibilities [...], it was and still is very difficult for
women to accept company-wide or even overseas
transfers and it is also difficult for women to work until
late at night. Therefore, women are de facto led to
choose the general track, which is more compatible with

their family responsibilities.(Shibata, 2007, p. 180)
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What bothered her much more was that the effort she
put in all the other days was never recognized and after

all these years she had never been promoted or given
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more than the rudimentary clerical work she’d done

since the day she first came to work here. Though she

punched in at 8.00 AM. and stayed until 9.00 almost

every evening, she continued to do the same boring

work year after year; and no matter how hard she tried

or how well she did her job, she played no more than a

supporting role, with all the important decisions left to

her male colleagues. The men who had entered the

company around the same time she did had all

received extensive training and had long since been

promoted to section head or better, and now even the

younger men were being promoted to positions above

her.(Kirino, 2003, p. 156)
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The men, on the other hand, were constantly after her,
making sure she was the only one asked to serve tea
when guests come to the office, and swamping her with

copying. As a result, she found it difficult to get her own
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work done and ended up putting in even more over
time. Inevitably, the quality of her work suffered, and
this was reflected in poor evaluations. Poor evaluations
meant, in turn, that she was ineligible for promotion —
which had apparently been their strategy from the

beginning.(Kirino, 2003, p. 157)
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They [male employees] must have misrepresented her
demands to the other women in the company since
they suddenly began giving her the cold shoulder. They
stopped inviting her to the monthly dinner at which all
the women got together, and she found herself

completely isolated.(Kirino, 2003, p. 157)

wnsnsmalldiissdiiiuitussadiwewagninnuuien T Gudeuadudlasiuiuii

Tunglnznaneduwnzainisluesdnsiieldnoununsieanzeudnlugllgvese

'
v

Wity win1ssnilesiulalunisnauundsneilngdsinanuidrenudeisiunavredulve

A8lueIRNSINULNYIVBIR9LNEDNARY

\HearnderunisinnuresgUulidnuvazyaduguinaisassnwanumidewiu

(% 5=

YBI5TUUAINA1I IR AadNTuSLUUgUNA e luvydwe n1ssenTesieviinulurie

'
a

Uimsvesnglngiadeuiaiounisanatunsesnaniiluluiuiansngnniaunulili
Ayne wiinisenedvslunislasuinnsandeusiunias Tuavssurousssuveantinmy us
9yleneiFes 179 uanslimiiuinnsnszyhdsnanlansyduliussadunevieniney

yruaIndun1snInisasdunasuainuunsadsunatansulnenielusdns el



71

s

nagunInglussAnIndudnzunid seuvaududlunyinavienuiegniglaniuduiug
wuungulununnIshaudaiiensemdsidunuiesnwiaissamwazunles “deay
VOIHYIE”  UAY “NUVBEY1e”  en1siidnuienlngeanliainesAnslaelifiaga

AnenmuavauadRninzauveusauiustey

ag1alsimu szuunuisuwuulaidulaeliiissdwmaliminnisiniunisidns

v aa

FLAUILAZNTNNTURAYOUTE NIz 8WINtY ueszuuATYgRaninandlisvznaly
nsimuakazaieeuluienvienlanialunisidifsnudifmansygiaseninemds

Tagldaniuninansa 7o wazisousradudinivue naladn Tulanuinisvineu Jeuas

a IS

anunwansaiinasgadenudnsvesinddiu Tnewiuldannsldsunsuoadg
L.Lmﬂ@i’mzwmﬁaagmmiﬂﬁLLazmemIﬂzLﬁ@ﬂ%ﬂﬁmﬂLﬁaé’aﬁ’muﬂizfﬁﬂa@ﬂuﬁﬁwLaﬂﬁuu
EJWIE@L%JJVT’N’MIUGTWLL‘VI‘Lix‘iEEGZI'?EJB'J’]EJ“UWEJIUU%‘I;:}JVIﬂ%Lﬁj@ﬂ%uﬁ’mﬁﬂﬁ]Uﬂ’]iﬁﬂH’]iSﬁUQHU%@mﬁ
shwanunlan e1leddaldsummaulannussandiiousmaumeausenldindu « The
spoiled pet of the company”(Kirino, 2003, p. 46) ‘?jﬂLLG]ﬂG]I'Nf\]’]ﬂWﬂﬂﬁ’m%@ﬂﬁﬁﬂi@Uﬂ%’J
wazdiongnisvhauanemuuvaeaudesianeilng Jefiuntukazaniuninausarlise
gnanunumLazaudAynislussdnsedrudiulddn Tnoiuldainnisuimiiiives
winunddlunuiossyituesuion T dudouasdudledalindnmnuaniumiiigua
LundeRNITINY daumiinnundsgiengegramnenlngfoseusiegluaiufiedanion
9 MIuaziATeIRN N1efueled ndsandidedulaudsnuiuiaudninaunaainuion
Sumnieasaunaidn weofnnegluanmlisisanunelnzunniin amnuaulediseiaslisu

Tugruglivszavuszduignlianategrsiuniuagluigaduniednminaulszdves

glednlaauanas eannnuseniludesnunefinisdnsu

nswlsnenlonianiuasegianielaianuisntasuleedasioulmnuniulania

v aa

wavAmauunulunsinuiiuanssiusznsledeziuinddugnan dnluludiseudlena

TAaunsn gl U U1 M5 UAIUALINS DUAUAIRDULNUINUIUNIN DNNUSDEIANUIT

aa 1 2

Wisunulauseasdagliiiivininagdewmnaglunizdnenu Tlumansaiudin seuunisdng

'
] a a

uluiuinuiestnsuleendulingswsiegideTesulafiewssnudinsilulsanu

q



72

Ussgnaesdudununinfionderisainudedhilunisududunsedninaduemisuazaiiy

nIvavesneiiensInasufiRnuligaisliudaziu wiulddainmnuuansisszninede

Y] a v Y] 13

Jududsdrdgfinianennisidifaniaasegiaseninaiudanieiu anuenifevedii

<

v

Wisuaiiouludnmisluglenialunisdenuiigenituazsglasedlusiunndndiduunsnd

Y

[ 7

wanawin etidumszanuiisnanlaluiousniuannsaldilugefgauazasisgauiaun

(%
v @

9 ] v o & o = o A v 1 ¢
EAWULWUVL@M’]ﬂﬂ']r] E]ﬂ‘VlQENLﬂuaﬂﬂu('l@maﬂwmgmaiqﬂsﬁaﬂ‘V]']QIUﬂ']iLLﬂ’JQVr]Waﬂﬁgiﬁlsﬂu

aeldszuunuiisndaniulesludlu mezslurasiivinanveussnubiwnue ey wod

]
caal

PeANFNYaAkavatunsaainuauladeduivseusnisaualuiiy Yem1en1Im
seldvedifdwarnvateniissuisregidetievidunuliilonadionauvseaunse
AoTeIAInaULUlALINTN INTIZUBNINNITVIBLINIULATD TEUULATYAIRINaA L

annsaltuselevuaudulaandsalaiae

| Y a - » & W 1% Y & 13 o a &
Ldiiieauiniy e1vglensises 4879 davvieulviiuiigUasdnazauniuiiady
melaszuumsegiavuieusuutnsulaglaaiadedndawastoulalunisiauiuaneig

fuvesngilagldmunuuazisousialuiiivun dugaifigusieuinunasniinaeu

= (% s

lunelimseganiilng laluzaddegnaduuisiazaniussuduiasnisindnsdusuns

[
v a

leawmaanuilagnaon Mildunsiznisdeviedudniousnsiagianizlugsianduunign
ruaTuuuugIuaNfeIn svenaedadudiulng medluinianuduidlaly

audladndesnamdeanizusmtnfiduisunaqeuazinuiiodouraisaufiuasen

=Y

18931nATHATIIUAITTIUNIRaANTIY Wevinlsgeanainnsvigduamiauinis
WgNUrIBRUIENOUNTRIRB LA ZUANMENTNTA At TR aNAIUAINABINITVDY
gndn Yusieeniagusnamindsdmaliailngldiduiseinisvesgsiananfuuasfosaulan

aglulsanuyidnndeiufediuiasasonganudy 9

'
wa a

NsaseRuALarNMTUNURTLANAN SENIEMglae Banamaindy an1unInausa

wazgusrianduiiimualduandiiuimuientansulaglidienatiensaenuieu

[

AVEAIUAIINAIIAN AL UHUTITIRgIUvRTEUUIATHgRARenadeneliiinaul

1 v |

iasenalunyngneuiu vdninusnnanlutsiulavililenmauazndunieldissuy



73

[
a A (% v

iAsEgRafnaIvesmlLrietseatluynil BnvaninisedidesdiuinausuLiionILgTen
WNTuUATNAY Inszgudanugilanialunsinfenelawaganulsnsitazasionnglilad

Rty udmnisedieudsiuiugngaieiues

YBNINNITHUILYNUNUINAUIRTUNUANITNI9IULAZNISAATUATLT1D AN

a [

wiswghvedsliilusssuuds orvglersdnassfumandliiiuinnisiinunieldssuy

o

a

nudoudansulnglalaainuaaniandneaniustazunuinnfelut L nuAUIELANIU

q

(%
a v ] LYY v

YRR aIgdY Gty uuentiuvesitazasugslue vy leneniastiedldnyuey

o

PUNWALANUSURATDUNEIAIARIARINUIIUUY

silulssnuussginndaddsanudiuyed yszeue dfasasenvdeidlueiey
fe181309 1577 Saluunasinunnissdmdufiedrsd1dyfdliiiudissuy
ynuilsndnsulnewerouifuasSansudslieglunuitmnzanfiunudnuasymane
%qﬁﬂNﬁiﬁé’ﬂwmzmuLLazmm%’uﬂmauiuﬁuﬁmiﬁﬂmusumﬁm@qu@m@iwmﬂﬂmﬂaaéwLﬁu
lédn namAe gsfeemsnaesitairenelduazrailsannisnanemsded esendorinus
AUty Rasnauaunasaadiedllumsuivdaduanautivesuit Tngthn

Uszendusuilaeulndifuniiuazsiunisnuiignuiinunssuiunisnde Tngwiulaann

NIEUIUNTVINIUTDINEITIBLATAYS 177

Beyond Yoshie was a long line of the workers: one to
even out the rice, one to add the curry sauce, one to
slice the deep-fried chicken, another to lay it on top of
the curry. Then someone to measure out the pickles
into their cup, someone to add the plastic lid, someone
to tape on a spoon, and finally someone to place the
seal on the box. Each meal made its way down the line,
assembled in so many small increments, until at last a

curry lunch was complete.(Kirino, 2003, p. 10)
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Kirino, [...], uses the landscape to symbolize the
struggles of her characters. That is to say, she
employs the urban landscape of modern Japan
not only to situate but also to emblematize the
plisht of those on the margins of Japanese

society.(Seaman, 2006, p. 200)
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| want to go home. The moment the smell hit her,
the words came into her head. She didn’t know
exactly what home it was she wanted to go to,
certainty not the one she’d just left. But why
didn’t she want to go back there? And where did

she want to ¢o? She felt lost.(Kirino, 2003, p. 1)
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Of the nearly one hundred workers on the night shift,
about a third was Brazilian, and of these roughly half
were men. And since it was the middle of the summer
holidays, the number of student workers had increased
somewhat; still, the great majority of the employees
were part-timers, housewives in their forties or

fifties.(Kirino, 2003, p. 6)
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They were quite a trio: a son who had given up both
education and conversation, a husband in the grips of a
depression, and Masako who had opted for the night
shift after being downsized from her own company. Just
as they had decided to sleep in separate bedrooms,
they seemed to have chosen to shoulder their own
separate burdens and inhabit their own solitary

realities.(Kirino, 2003, p. 51)
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She had long since forgotten what it was like to sleep
with Yoshiki. Now, they merely inhabited the same
house, performing their prescribed roles. They were no
longer husband and wife, nor even father and mother.
They simply went on — automatically, faithfully — going
to work, taking care of the house and, in Masako’s mind,

gradually going to pieces.(Kirino, 2003, p. 153)
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Masako knew that there was more than a little
resemblance between her husband, who hated business
world and spent his free time shut away in this little
room like some mountain hermit, and her son who had
given up communicating with the world altogether. For
her part, she had decided that there was very little she

could do or say to either of them. (Kirino, 2003, p. 51)
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One of the key characteristics of high-consumption
society is its attempt to conflate need, want, and desire,
all of which tend to merge in a whole complex of
subjective  feelings and  meaning  surrounding
commodity. Related to this is the intriguing problem of
insatiability. Given the nature of desire, manipulative
advertising strategies, and the incessant novelty of a
rapid turnover economy, consumer culture conspires to
perpetuate a sense of restlessness and lack.(Dunn, 2008,

p. 12)
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o

uiinuvesifuslan dsil inda Aemdlues (Mark Gottdiener) lénarienliin “signs are
tools in the process of social interaction, rather than compelling force in their own
right. Although goods have sign value, that value is used as a vehicle for the core
activities of consumption; signs are used as mode of self-expression and in the battle
for social position.”(Gottdiener, 2000, p. 26) ”igfgzﬁazﬁauaaﬂmmﬂ?mé’m‘%au%mﬂﬁﬁ
dnlunsivuavierdasundassndnuaiiazimuvesiuslnamszanruazauvei
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The rise of consumer culture has paralleled a
widespread decline in job security and the meaning of
work; a waning of familial, neigshborhood, religious and
other traditional ties; and the decay of civil society. As a
consequence, notwithstanding the persistence and
revival of traditional forms of identity, often in reaction
to these changes, material goods and lifestyles now
exert an inescapable influence on our perceptions of

self and other in everyday life.(Dunn, 2008, p. 158)
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Tana1alin

The puzzle solving aspect of the novel is only of
secondary importance. Midway through the novel, the
tension of the plot is sacrificed in order to provide
readers with Kyuko’s perspective, which of course, the
detective is not aware of. Miyabe again emphasizes
motivation of characters rather than the discovery of

who committed the crime.(Chino, 2008, p. 104)
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Home of One’s Own: Identity, Community and Nostalgia in Miyabe Miyuki’s All She
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In All She Was Worth, Miyabe has created a distinction
between people who use place as a defining marker of
identity and those who have lost their sense of place

and substitute something else—in their case a desire for
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consumer goods—in order to make up for that

loss.(Seaman, 2004a, p. 29)
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Today’s city was no place to put down roots. It was a
barren field, soil that gave off no smell, unplowed and
unwatered. Nothing grew in the big city. People there
were tumbleweeds. Living on the memory of roots put
down somewhere else by their parents or their parents’
parents. And those roots dry up and wither.(Miyabe,

1999, pp. 129-130)
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Aaan Tnatwlana11an “Shoko is not hung up on the past like that. She is not the
kind of girl who looks at some old yearbooks and moans about how her life now
doesn’t measure up. Shoko used to say there wasn’t anything happy at all about her

schooldays.”(Miyabe, 1999, p. 245)
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Shoko always used to say she came to Tokyo only

because she couldn’t stand it out there in the
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boondocks anymore. [..] Not a single good memory,
that’s what she said. It seemed like she always wanted
to get away from her hometown and lead a totally

different life.(Miyabe, 1999, p. 215)
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No, it wasn’t likely—not without a father, a mother,
anything to protect her—even the law. Even her
[Kyoko’s] Mr. Wada, whom she’d thought she could
depend on—his big, rich family had dropped her like a
hot cinder. Men just let you down. From that point on,
she couldn’t rely on anyone. She’d have to fend for
herself, crawl her way back up... She practically said as
much—someday she’d have a family and live in a place
like this. That was her dream, and all the things she’d
been through only made it all the more important for
her ... She liked this house best of all the ones she’d
ever seen, apparently. She showed it to me when she
first came to visit. ‘Kaoru,” she said, ‘someday when |
get my life together, I’'m going to live in a house like

this.”(Miyabe, 1999, pp. 259-260)
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| saw her two or three times after she left for Tokyo.
Then there was the funeral. Her hair was about the
same length as always, but she’d had it permed and
dyed red. Said she hadn’t had time to get it back to
normal. She talked louder, looked louder. It was like the
real Shoko was locked up somewhere inside

her.(Miyabe, 1999, p. 161)
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The thing is, snakes get on okay without legs, but they
look around and see everybody else has them. So they
get the idea they’ve got to have them too. [..] the
world’s full of snakes who’d slither right into debt for

some legs.(Miyabe, 1999, p. 217)
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She’d go back to her own room, lock the door, and try
on whole outfits in front of a full-length mirror. Clothes,
watches and other accessories — posing like a model in
fashion magazine. Just for the mirror. Out on the street,
she’d wear the same old jeans with the knees frayed

through.(Miyabe, 1999, p. 8)
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| was getting tired of living by myself anyway, and
everything in Tokyo was so expensive [...] even though it
was in Marunouchi, it wasn’t a big company. The salary
and bonuses were only so-so. All the overtime went
straight to taxes. We didn’t get any fancy company trips,
and you practically had to bang your head against the
wall to get a raise. It didn’t take me long to see why
everybody is so keen to make it into the major
companies. And then to top it all off, people were
basically unfriendly. | didn’t like it one bit.(Miyabe, 1999,

p. 157)
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So we catch up on the company gossip since | quit. She
did practically all the talking, actually. [...] Then finally
she started winding down and got around to asking what
I’d been up to lately. And | say, ‘Raising a kid is about
all I've been able to manage.” [...] | guess maybe she

was looking for someone worse off than her. [...] | bet
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she was depressed. Feeling left out and at the bottom
of the heap. So she thought I’d left the company, not
get married or study abroad or anything, but only to go
crawling back to the sticks. | had to be more miserable
than her. At least she was still living in the big city. So

she called.(Miyabe, 1999, pp. 158-159)
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In Grotesque, the ending is the part most substantially
changed in the translation. As | mentioned in the
introduction, the case that Grotesque bases its story on
(Toden satsujin jiken), is not well known in the west, and
because of this, the way the novel is read will also be
different. This has probably affected the way Grotesque
has been translated, as scenes that have direct relevance
to the case might have seemed less interesting or

relevant for Western readers. (Nyborg, 2012, p. 78)
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Kirino shows us extreme cases in which patriarchal
society causes the tragedy of obedient women
ironically. She shows us the actuality of women’s states
of being slaves no matter what positions they have in

patriarchal society.(Mochizuki, 2010, p. 54)
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Men have excessive demands. They want a woman to
be educated and to have a proper upbringing and a
pretty face, and they want her to have both a
submissive character and a taste for sex. They want it
all. It is difficult to meet those demands and to live in a
world where demands like this take precedence. No,
more than that, it’s ridiculous even to expect that one

could. And yet the women have no choice but to try to



124

manage, searching as they go for some redeeming value
to their lives. Well, my greatest value was my ability to
achieve a balance—and to earn money.(Kirino, 2008, p.

351)
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Men live by rules they’ve made by themselves. And
among those rules is the one specifying that women are
merely commodities for men to possess. A daughter
belongs to her father, a wife to her husband. A
woman’s own desires present obstacles for men and
are best ignored. Besides, desire is always for the man.
It’s his role to make advances on women and to
protect his women from the advances of others.(Kirino,

2008, p. 115)

ndomnudiedu ierananlainviruzaesysinzasioulmaunnuduiusids

Yaa a

gruranliifisuszninmgaazaneg aaenssuvviotJuluglafidninadeimnssu ad

LY

AT wazAlouninasegia anulurisdsddiulunsivuansotundeny wudio

Q;IJI?HEJ%QLﬂﬂLWﬂﬁﬁ’]ﬂJ’liﬂLLﬂ@ﬁLﬁ]@ﬁT’lUﬁIUﬂﬁiLﬁ@ﬂ NN5FNAUTD NIDLILFAINUADINITIUNNT

1%
¥ o

ATeUATRLIngdsvetatnulietinuas drudngiidngnadanunsegniinaeiiiouans

e

ndwdaszresnunduiianmliniainnisiluingdwesiignaseuasedtaeyedidune

2
Y a a

PIRANI N UNTY ANUAUNUSITIT LIRS NI DL UANBUEAINAM L AUANULRARINEN

U >

CNDo,

wagmadeniunategauliesainmnisefeignaluaukardIduaInenigusadeudu



125

[

“Wrve” wazmsiigndgs “gniduidves” ladliiuimanseridgnanneurmuaiadlunn

Ve

ail srunaveluluginseuitegimnenludseugUuliifissainiuuazinseu

o U o 3

9 1Y)
Y @

Tiungndgsawdslninaulidusssuszuinunevintu userveydens Insinas Saliiiy
Igrunafinanmatuneunuasaziniggyrunnuduuyedvesiiazasionn geegyn
g & a ° & ' i ! ) & [ 1Y o
vug il Wunszdnanedulngfudseglunnaindiuvesdinusulasiasiomedeny
A« v o v & 1 a o A [ = a v (% '
MANlUMENMILUIEIRUTY naanauAIleNlasAI U TILE1TALD U HULNANIA LA I
<3 = & v A Y ' Na o a 1 v v
JualeulloSeineeinnseudinvasiiazsasionuiadtuagned Ineiiliauisonimig
IS o 4 Y = 2 1 Y a J v v A v N
Wergrshwlvinmieala faudindazasienndeasnergiudegduazulenun1snaduin
= Y o w a1 | 1 = el o I3 1o
diesla uidedndanitmniseliausaeguenileanngunaingiunaiedulugimvue

13 naudaas1awsaduAuwaznIANLLUANLENYIININLEBUINTUIUYIN LENINLE B lUR1991nNNS

udnivsenaadmsudrugUululuiign Tae dyin ldnanfnedinaiai

In this sense ‘monster’ can be seen as a way of
describing humans that don’t fit into the social order of
Japanese society. They [female characters] become
monsters because their position within society is an
‘unlivable’ one. In some way or the other all the main
characters in Grotesque are described as ‘monsters’ that
refuse to subordinate themselves to Japanese society’s

rules, conventions and norms.(Nyborg, 2012, p. 39)
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Here we have the class-based society in all its
repugnant glory [..] It must be worse here than
anywhere else in all japan. Appearance controls
everything. That’s why the people in the inner circle
and those orbiting around them never mingle [..] the
daughter of a person who works for a paycheck can
never be part of the inner circle. She may be smart or
have considerable talent, but that won’t make any
difference. She won’t even be noticed. If she tries to
insinuate herself into their midst, she’ll be taunted.
Moreover, even if she’s fairly intelligent, if she’s both
uncool and ugly she’s little more than garbage at this
place [...] there is one way you can enter the inner circle
[...] If you’re beautiful beyond compare, exceptions can

be made.(Kirino, 2008, pp. 54-55)
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The insiders were always together in the class room,
painting their nails and shrieking with laughter. When the
lunch break rolled around, they headed off together to
restaurants off campus and enjoy fabulous freedom.
When school let out for the day, the boys from Q High
School for Young Men would be waiting for them at the
gate. Girls with college-age boyfriends would be swept
away in BMWs, Porsches, and other expensive foreign
automobiles. The boys who met them had an air about
them that resembled that of the girls. They were stylish,
exuding a confidence backed by wealth. And they were

a licentious group.(Kirino, 2008, p. 51)
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Ever since | was in elementary school, | was determined
to get into Q high School for Young Women. It’s just
such a perfect school. If you apply yourself, and if
you’re from good family, you can get into Q High School
and then you can go to Q University. It’s practically
automatic. And if | can finish in the top ten in the class, |
can get into the Economics Department at Q University.
'l pile up a string of A-pluses, and then I’'ll be able to
get a job in a really good company after |

graduate.(Kirino, 2008, p. 82)
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The difference was not something that would softly
fade away with the passage of time. There is no other
way to explain it but to say that we new girls lacked
what the others girls possessed seemingly by birth;

beauty and affluence.(Kirino, 2008, p. 46)
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Those who began attending this school from the
elementary level are the true-blue princesses, th

daughters of fathers who own giant cartels. They’ll

never have to work a day in their lives. In fact, to have
jobs would be a source of great embarrassment. (Kirino,

2008, p. 54)
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I’d dreamed earlier of being involved in club activities,
but once | saw the way things really were at the school,
| reconsidered. It wasn’t so much that | minded the
petty demands senior members of the clubs placed on
their juniors; that was a given in any club. But here the
clubs weren’t strictly hierarchical. They had a
complicated inner structure that ran along vertical lines
as well. There were clubs for the inner-circle students,
clubs for the orbiters, and clubs for everyone

else.(Kirino, 2008, p. 59)
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Because in our house there is an order to things.
There’s that test you do with a pet dog, right? You line
up all the members of the family and release the dog
to see who he goes to first. And the first one is the boss.
It’s like that. Everyone automatically knows the order of
things—who has the most prestige and authority, |
mean. And you accede to that order accordingly. No
one needs to explain it, but everyone obeys it
Everything is decided according to this order—like who
has the right to take a bath first and who get to eat the
best food. My father is always first; that’s only natural,
right? And then I’'m the second. My mother used to
come second, but once | made it into the top tier on
the national scholastic rankings for my age group, | got
to be second. So now my father goes first, I’'m second,
then my mother, and my sister’s last. If she’s not
careful, though, my sister’s going to pass my

mom.(Kirino, 2008, p. 85)
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My greatest joy in life is trying to improve my scores. For
the longest time | set my sights on trying to outdo my
mother. You know, my mother always says she never
had career aspirations, but | think she wanted to
become a doctor when she was young. Her father
wouldn’t permit it; besides, she wasn’t smart enough to
get into med school. But she always regretted it. Being
raised to be a woman is pathetic, isn’t it? That’s what
she always says. She uses being a woman as her excuse
for not getting ahead in life. But if you really try your
best, you can succeed even if you're female.(Kirino,

2008, p. 85)
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| was convinced that women who married and become
housewives ended up as laughingstocks. | wanted at
least to avoid that. Or if | did marry, I’d have to marry a
man who was more intelligent, so he could appreciate
my abilities. At that time, | didn’t understand that smart
men don’t always select smart women. Because my
parents did not get on that well, | believed it was
because my mother wasn’t very smart and never really

tried to apply herself.(Kirino, 2008, p. 360)
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Because | let them copy my notes, they stopped
bullying me; that’s the trade we worked out. Those girls
are quick to catch on. They figured out right away that |
was more than just some weak kid they could push
around. | could be useful to them, so they transferred

their aggression to another student.(Kirino, 2008, p. 73)
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When people first met me, they’d come up with all
kinds of fantasies on my behalf. They’d imagine that |
lived some kind of Barbie - doll life in the dream house
with a handsome daddy, a pretty mama, and a good -
looking older- brother and gorgeous older sister
protecting me. But then, when they actually saw my
older sister — who looked nothing like the image they’d
conjured up - their little fantasy about disintegrated.
They’d start to despise me - so | became everyone’s

little plaything.(Kirino, 2008, p. 134)
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You’ll be the main attraction. The students in the high
school and university will be thrilled [..] your legs are
long and pretty. You really are the perfect beauty. We
have to show you offl [.] The president of the
cheerleaders has personally scouted you out and
invited you to join. You can’t say no.(Kirino, 2008, p.

135)
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They [Insiders] all want to have an exotic creature like
you to join so they can show you off—and not just to
the boys in the high school and college clubs but also
to those in other schools. They want everyone to know
that Q School is famous for its beauty. They’ve already
got the brains and the money. All they lack is the

beauty.(Kirino, 2008, pp. 138-139)
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As soon as homeroom was over, the boys and the girls
(the Q system was coed up to high school) clustered
around me with unabashed curiosity. | was taken aback
by their childlike straightforwardness. They were
supposed to be such elite children, yet their
inquisitiveness got the better of them. [..] The girl
overlapped her hand with mine to compare. Another
girl touched my hair. Yet another shrieked out, “Oh,

I”

you’re so cute!” and tried to hug me. The boys stared
and stared, pressing into a tight circle around me until |
felt my skin flush with the heat.(Kirino, 2008, pp. 132-

133)
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Around that time Johnson would sneak into my bed
every night, knowing full well how dangerous it was. He
didn’t come just to have sex with me. He wanted to
hear about the men Kijima had introduced me to. [...]
He enjoyed any sort of affirmation that I, his possession,
was perfect. If Johnson had only just listened to my
stories and then gone back to his own bed—but no,
he’d get excited by the details | shared with him and
would have to have me all over again.(Kirino, 2008, pp.

148-149)
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up. It’s my hope that you’ll be able to tell me it’s not true. [...] because it concerns
to your honor. [...] I've heard rumors that you’ve been involved in very inappropriate
behavior, that you’ve completely shamed yourself.”(Kirino, 2008, p. 151) A1Na17
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The only people who paid me any attention were the
men who desired me. As a child | first became aware
that my existence had a purpose when | realized men

lust after me. And that’s why | will lust forever after
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men. Before | even began to worry about homework or
any of those school things, | began having secret liaisons
with men. And it is men who give me the proof | need

now to feel I’m alive.(Kirino, 2008, p. 117)
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number one. | want people to say, What a great women, I’'m glad | got to know
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Boannududaliuniseluyn 4 v Ineuiuldanifiandendnliin “kazue  was
nothing if not ambitious. And all she wanted—with a desire greater than anyone
else’s—was to be recognized as “a little princess” who was as talented in the
classroom as she was on the ice. This had been Kazue’s father’s most fervent
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Kazue has been a diligent student ever since

elementary school. Fortunately she’s a smart girl, and

she enjoys studying. So it’s only right that she made it

this far. But | don’t think just study is enough. She’s a

girl, after all, and | want her to pay attention to how she

dresses. And since she’s now at Q High School for

Young Women, | want her to become more ladylike. To
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try, you know. And for her part she’s still doing all she

can to meet my expectations. So she’s very dear to me.

I’m praising her blindly because I’'m her father. Both my

daughter are so submissive that | worry about them. But

you. You’'re different. [...] Kazue told me you were the

one who put her up to the discussion about the clubs.

My daughter’s the type to take everything seriously and

do her best as a result. She’ll apply herself naively to

anything anyone tells her to do. And you know this,

didn’t you? But I’'m the one who controls my daughter,

see? It’s best if you stay out of it. (Kirino, 2008, pp. 91-

92)
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UftRmuogansindailionagldumuseengesanviessiifiansena1nin “Dominated
by her father’s strong will, Kazue trusted his value implicitly [...] Kazue brimmed with
joy at the thought that she was the only one able to measure up to her father’s
expectations. Kazue was a ‘good girl’, a filial daughter whose only reason for living
was to please her father.”(Kirino, 2008, p. 94) giiulainAgiozaiiFnuLBIsBLINUTHA]
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Geadadilanaali
But you’re not an appropriate friend for one of my
daughters. It’s a pity about your mother. But from what
| can tell, the circumstances of her death are not what
one would call normal. | selected Q high school for
Kazue because | knew that | couldn’t go wrong there. |
knew Kazue would be able to make friends with good
girls. Kazue’s a wholesome girl from normal family [...]
Of course, a friendship with a girl like you might prove
to be good lesson for Kazue. She could learn more
about society that way. But it’s still too early for her,
and you have nothing to do with our family. Besides, |
have my younger daughter to think of, so I'm sorry to
have to say this but | don’t ever want to see you here

again.(Kirino, 2008, pp. 92-93)
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What | want to know is whether or not Kazue is still
seeing that Takashi Kijima fellow. | thought | could get it
out of her, but | ended up losing my temper. You’re just
a second - year student in high school, | said. You’re
too young;, you’d better not be doing anything
shameful. But she just started crying and | haven’t been
able to get another word out of her. So I’m asking you.
Is she involved in unseemly behavior?(Kirino, 2008, p.

207)
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' & a - ! =~ 44' s Ay a
LﬂﬁlLLﬁﬂNﬁ’]ﬂJ'ﬁﬂﬂ%LUu%iﬂimUIaﬂﬂLﬁaaq UDNINUAIUKADUALAENITNAVNIADILNVEYD

e

nnidlaleiudmanszvinmgiezainangaunisaidussina g luneaeuduudidanaule

Y

i “if you try hard enough you’ll be rewarded”(Kirino, 2008, p. 85) \fesandedi

[
A v aa

Usvaunuaeldiliisenseniniiafinnulengateunedinliaiuisaimiauiecllyg

dunatinfieeailuliuduntdes asuinfisedududnds meeznagdiaafuIuamg
aglumnumiaay o uds 9 lddfudusswintunssseliauisanzfonazniedgrnuy

nilwiseildevuzimilegaunsluiiunanufnyinasiuinsvhnuggnaseudmesiunayu

feutasulaels gaunisalvesfidunedaluiewvailvavasluiisuniediengyely

Y

v

AIUANLAZATOUATONEEN WaTudazlaegluilisvesminwigunisesglulainvene
WlngnaonLvinty
dloanudeinaidusasainaimsdiaunaengdunintlsuaiemely fazasany
riwmnegluannelanneiuazdunds Amisalanadlidn “I always believed that I'd
gotten the job on account of my own abilities and hard work, but | guess that’s not
how it looked to the others. | came to realize for the first time in my life that mine
was an existence that would never meet the approval of society.”(Kirino, 2008, p.
365) LildAN15AUAIUIANINGY ANYLELIIADUITUAIAININAUNITATIBEUATINTUYDY
v Y % ) o o = o oA DA
AuLeY ANUNeIeINaLmaIUsEnauiunisiiussesnsnddamiedannaniludeiula
< v v Y A = [ Y v a a a a1
nanelunsmdndulinganigniunvihnsiandussuunulisntngulaglusuuuu aildsne

(%
9

Langslng FauwuamedenanliiesdunisfunauaiuaraunuievenuLeeisety

v ¥

[ laknulaenaen wAN1sNIEYinaInadazyieuliiut BN ISUALAUSIUIANT DN NL AU

ey

i%
Y [

A v oA 3 v e & 2 vy - P ]
LﬂEJ’J‘ZJ@WI‘VIGawa@mUQﬂ{]UIMLﬁaﬂJm\isuuu @I\L]GUSqu\lﬂiﬂqﬂmﬂqﬁl’aglﬂﬂaquq



159

| was going to get revenge. | was going to humiliate my
firm, scorn my mother’s pretentiousness, and soil my
sister’s honor. | was even going to hurt myself. | who
had been born a woman, who was unable to live
successfully as a woman, whose greatest achievement
in life was getting into Q High School for Young Women.
It had been all downhill since. That was it—that was
why | was doing what | did, why | turned to prostitution.
When it finally struck me, | started to laugh.(Kirino, 2008,
pp. 380-381)
dmsungesuan nmsdnduladhdidunendnlandazouliiiuinisiidiuna
wilonueaduieiuiilinanlvludmvesyilng lagaziiulfanfisenanianisuszneu
21@nlaLnman “It’s the only way | can exert a little control over my life. I’ve been
treated like dirt from the minute | entered the company. | do a good job, but no one
finds me very attractive, so | never win. And | don’t like losing.”(Kirino, 2008, p. 430)
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She may have been pretty, and she may have graduated

from Tokyo University, but she couldn’t do what | did—

and that filled me with a sense of superiority. What

would she say, | wondered, if she saw the large pack of

condoms | had in my purse? That thought alone gave

me pleasure.(Kirino, 2008, p. 349)
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She [Ayane] felt the love and the hatred in her heart

tearing her in two, and realized she would kill for the

truth. And so she decided—she would go through with

it. She would become this man’s wife, always by his

side, holding his fate in her hands, delaying the time of

his punishment. She would give him a chance to earn

her forgiveness. (Higashino, 2012, p. 371)
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He stripped her and beat her; then he raped her. Then,

it seems he kept stabbing her to keep her from losing

consciousness. And when she was covered with blood,

he raped her again. They say her teeth were broken and

her body was covered with bruises. Even the other

yakuza were shocked, and wanted nothing to do with

him after that.(Kirino, 2003, pp. 197-198)
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After a flash of anger at having fallen into his trap, she
sneered at him, signaling her determination to escape.
Despite the danger, she’d still found a few seconds to
insult him; and it was that fleeting look that had set off
an explosion in him. [...] As he hit her, instead of begging
for mercy she seemed to grow more angry and defiant;
and her hatred made her all the more attractive to him.
He wanted to go on hurting her forever.(Kirino, 2003, pp.
314-315)
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She decided not to tell Masako what had happened;

she couldn’t bear the accusing look in her eyes, not

after their last argument. Still, she did feel rather

abandoned. The money was gone, she quit her job, and

she’d quarreled with her friends at work. She had no

idea what to do or where to go. For the moment, she

could only wander aimlessly around the plaza in front

of the station.(Kirino, 2003, p. 352)
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The shock of losing the money had been amplified by

the horror of coming in contact with a man like Sato.

But there was another part of her that was relieved just

to have survived the encounter. She’d been sure she

was going to die the whole time he had his hands

around her neck. In the end, she’d underestimated

them—men in general. Were they all like this? So cruel?

(Kirino, 2003, p. 352)
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direction: Kenji’s moods, Kenji’s health, Kenji’s job, Kenji’s salary. She found herself
wanting to laugh. After all, she was the one who had tossed the rudder overboard.”
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He had never expected to meet anyone like her. She
was the one thing he hadn’t planned on, the one factor
he couldn’t control—in short, his fate. And now the
cold, dark vision of her that he’d felt creeping up his
spine began to fade; and in its place, Masako Katori
seemed to reach out to him, beckoning him toward

heaven...and hell.(Kirino, 2003, p. 316)
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Now that he had found Masako, he’d all but forgotten
why he’d been looking for revenge in the first place. He
reached his hand over his head and felt the sturdy
metal frame of the bed. It was icy cold from the winter
wind blowing in through the windows, and his palms
grew numb from gripping it. He would strip her and tie
her here. Gag her and torture her with the windows wide
open. The cold would bring out taut little goose bumps
on her skin, stiff enough to scrape with his knife, like
grains of millet. And if she screamed, he could always
go to work on her belly, hollow it out with his blade.

Let her scream for mercy—he would never spare her.
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He knew a woman like that could take it.(Kirino, 2003, p.

316)
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She screamed as he suddenly forced his cold finger

between her legs. But when he entered her for the

second time, her body was surprised by his warmth. It

seemed to rejoice at a source of heat so much more

potent than the pale sunlight. The warm, hard thing

inside her began to thaw her from the belly out. This

link between them was the warmest object in that

empty cavern; but it troubled her that her body could

almost innocently take pleasure in it, and she was

determined not to let Satake know it had accepted him.
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She closed her eyes again, and he seemed to believe

she was rejecting him.(Kirino, 2003, pp. 394-395)
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For the past two days she had lain in a hotel bed,

miserable and empty. Those feelings came back to her

now, and with them the memory of how his body had

felt. She gave a small moan—she couldn’t help it—

wishing she could see him one more time. She would

go to Kabuki-cho to breathe the air he’d breathed, see

the things he’d seen. Maybe she would find another

man like him, and pursue his dream? The hope that she

had lost was beginning to stir in her again.(Kirino, 2003,

pp. 399-400)
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In the beginning | was a model; then for a long time |

worked at a club that hired only beautiful foreigners.

Some would say | was a high-priced call girl. From there

| moved to an expensive club, the kind no mere salary

man would think to enter. But as | began wearing

dresses with deeply plunging necklines, | myself plunged

into cheaper and cheaper establishments. Now | have

no choice but to work clubs that cater to men who

have a fetish for “married women” and the more

mature hostesses. Moreover, now | have to strugsle just

to sell myself for cheap.(Kirino, 2008, p. 124)
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| had nothing outside of work. And | wasn’t even able to

enjoy work because | wasn’t considered the best;

Yamamoto took that title. | had no friends in the firm.

And when | look back to high school, | could think of no
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one there whom | could have called a friend. No

onel(Kirino, 2008, p. 370)
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After my father’s death, my income was the sole

support for the family, and | began to feel the pressure.

| took on as many tutoring jobs as | could and spent all

day running from one to the next. And what did she do,

my mother? She just sat at home fussing over the plants

in her garden. What a big fat zero. A worthless woman. |

looked at my mother in total disgust.(Kirino, 2008, p.

362)
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Ever since Yuriko had been a little girl, she brought the

world to her feet by using her sexuality. In her

treatment of male desires of all kinds, she had built a

world entirely out of men—even if only for the briefest

of moments. It made me bitter. She didn’t have to

study; she didn’t even have to work. She was able to

bring the world to her feet by one method and one

alone—because she was able to make men

ejaculate.(Kirino, 2008, p. 419)
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