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This thesis is conducted to study the convention for the safeguarding of the
intangible cultural heritage 2003. It focuses on the principles of safeguarding of the
intangible cultural heritage and analyzes the obstacles of the convention from the
operational report on the convention with a view to propose the methods of law
amendment and mechanism of safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage as

Thailand's accession to the convention.

The result of the study reveals that the measures of the convention of
safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage is at the national level. However, taking
an action and safeguarding the valued heritage as the Party's duty is at the
international level. Furthermore, The obstacles and challenges of the study appear
to be seen in many aspects. Consequently, the recommendations of the research are
proposed for Thailand to amend the law and impose the measures of safeguarding
the heritage in order to be consistent with the obligation of the convention, leading

to the better efficiency of Thailand's accession for the convention.

Field of Study: Laws Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2015 Advisor's Signature
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“ Article 1 of Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage

For the purpose of this Convention, the following shall be considered as "cultural
heritage":

monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting,
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elements or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and
combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal value from the point of
view of history, art or science;

groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of
their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of
outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;

sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and areas including
archaeological sites which are of outstanding universal value from the historical,

aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view.
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June 2015]
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% Helaine Silverman, Cultural Heritage and Human Rights, 2007, p.58

# Rob Pickard, Analysis and Reform of Cultural Heritage Policies in South-East Europe,
(Council of Europe: Strasburg), p.262
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UNESCO. Knowledee and Practices Concerning Nature and the Universe [Online].

2016. Available from: http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/knowledge-concerning-

nature-00056 [24 March 2016].
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' Article 1 of Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict

“For the purposes of the present Convention, the term ‘cultural property' shall
cover, irrespective of origin or ownership:

(@) movable or immovable property of great importance to the cultural heritage of
every people, such as monuments of architecture, art or history, whether religious or
secular; archaeological sites; groups of buildings which, as a whole, are of historical or
artistic interest; works of art; manuscripts, books and other objects of artistic,
historical or archaeological interest; as well as scientific collections and important
collections of books or archives or of reproductions of the property defined above;
(b) buildings whose main and effective purpose is to preserve or exhibit the movable
cultural property defined in sub-paragraph (a) such as museums, large libraries and
depositories of archives, and refuges intended to shelter, in the event of armed
conflict, the movable cultural property defined in sub-paragraph (a);

(c) centers containing a large amount of cultural property as defined in sub-
paragraphs (a) and (b), to be known as ‘centers containing monuments'.”
? Article 1 of Declaration on the principles of International Cooperation

1. Each culture has a dignity and value which must be respected and preserved.
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2. Every people has the right and the duty to develop its culture.

3. In their rich variety and diversity, and in the reciprocal influences they exert on
one another, all cultures form part of the common heritage belonging to all
mankind.

? Article V of Declaration on the principles of International Cooperation Cultural co-
operation is a right and a duty for all peoples and all nations, which should share

with one another their knowledge and skills.
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eds. Siegfried Wiessner (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2012), p.203.
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* Voltaire Garces Cang, Defining Intangible Cultural Heritage and its Stakeholders: the
Case of Japan,

* United Nation, Sustainable Development: From Brundtland to Rio (2012) [Online]
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http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-
6 _Backeround%200n%20Sustainable%20Devt.pdf [10 March 2016]
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“ General Assembly, Operation Directive, paragraph 79.



62

audy U9 12 MmualAs§N1AResdnimeidousun1susnnTausssuniunes
14ild (Inventory)  11e81980auilas18n1513 81NN IHUANN AN L ENENTNUDIAULID

! [ Al

[ Ao v M vaa 1 3 [y vy
LLﬁ@Qiﬁﬂﬂ‘VI'N’JGNUﬁiiNV]%U@@QIMI@V]&J@QI‘U@’]i’IJ’]L%W%@ﬂﬁm wazluusenuan 3§ﬂ’]ﬂ1ﬂllﬂ’]i

31uun (Identification) tenludnszurunisaniusnwusaninusssundudedlilavessy

A waznsIanzilounenisvesignfagieslasumsusulsdliiuadivegnsasineaye

nmsdavimelousienisusaninusssuiduaeslidls (nventory) audyeyn diluwa
fduitiosnannsduundnvay de1uanunueLayesrUIEnauTnILTANTRIUSITUATU

wva ¥

#osliild (Identification and definition) maunUayaiide 11(b) MazimsanIausssuiidy
Fodluildmandunnfivsvsaludnuvarnsdarisents Wewnusanimusssuiisuses
laﬂé’tﬂu?ﬁﬁﬂ51ﬂg1ugﬂmmssm Faduilefianusavidsiiduniusssunianinliidu
nangisiianudnduiagdesdarisenmsietuiinlfidudnwarsUsssu uazamsa

AnfdunInssanusnesallle

InefgnnAazdesdnimzifousionisusaniaussanidudedilfveasgniftes
Hesnnduantuduiiazaianinisanuinvanldfuusen fausssuidudedlaild ns
Inimzideusen1suedsEnIa $301A0aNIMUAYIEAN T3N3 ARINAINMINEANYRIST
A Faustazsgenafinisdarh (Drawing up) Tenvzeundsnemanieinnnittufly ey

[

Fyane Wimualisgananisdaimedounenisdinaaliielnsgaaldndeunislung
faunsmslumsanudnuusanfausssuiidudodild Sndfsgunuulumsdnisenistu
oy WalonalsisgaAddunmsmusuiuuiimnzaniuignifies lesandeanis
THiARAuBamegu (Flexibility) mszanmusanimusssuidusedaildluusaziosiiting
uandnefuly 1wy msfmuangfounonslusedund seduosiu vieduunyseiam

YauLs (Domains) vasusanausssuduseslulalifiannnitveviwaiivualilueyduyay,

g1

INAITANYITIPIUYBIAMENTINNITY (Intergovernmental Committee) UUWUIN

SynAdulugasduunlioniasyaunveInsANInusIsuNdufoslilalnga198eny



63

(3 % 49 = 1 24 £ a [ [
amﬂizﬂaﬂuagawww 1 EJ@'TR]EJ?YJ’]&ILLG]ﬂGI'N“U'NLéﬂu'@EJG]']NUiUWVlN'JWHﬁi'ﬁJ‘U@Q?E

A

a Y 1 Y v [ = [d [
A1AUU LYY ‘Ui%L‘VlﬂﬁLUUI@Q@‘V]’WI%LUEJui’]EJﬂ’]iLiJu‘VIaWEJT]EJﬂ’]i LJUNITIAIUTINUTAN

L4

Sausssuidudedilivesusazgiiniavesusuna lnsfmuauaulunsasnudnwiusen
Suusssuitsudodldldutennty (Spain’s National Plan for the Safeguarding of ICH) &3
whmshmedousenisusaniaussauidudedils samdugidnlfide (Stake-holder)
U Uy nduaneg Aegluudagiiosiivasussma ialviyanawaiduldiidiusanlunis
fannszuunsiavihmeideunensusanmussaudidudedlildlimnzauvomules uaz

I3 [y = a1 ' ya 1 v N '3 1Y) Y o
L‘UUﬂqiicUi@\‘iﬂqﬂqiﬂa?u3aﬂﬂ@§1ﬁma?u1®LaﬂﬁnlﬁﬂLﬁ]@u’]iﬂimsﬂaqawaﬁquﬂ lmaﬂﬂwaﬂﬂﬂi

15

nsdnvimedsusensiasdeddvigury nquvsedalanyana Tdiusiulunisdni
Ae Fen1siaIuTMAITIALAL “03AnsNUINE1” (Consultative Body) LitaaaaliAuziin
guvy nqu vsedalanuaralunismvuakwimslunmsimuuinsnistunisasnushwiusen

Y] {o v My v av va a v 51
Fuusssundudelild wu 1033 {3y oefinsdase (NGOs) WWudu

U a td ]

nsIavisensmeleunsaninusssuniuaesldlotu SgnAavdesinisusulsadeyaln

adeegianailiesanusaninusssundudeslilaiidauinisegenaiiias annadegn
(% ! Aa ! o 1 o Ao v " v ! r-:ll

AnALAINAEgULUUA1NY Nlnasensanssegvesusandaussundudedlildleganeides

Aonsgaelaegnesins?

Tuunufusnisvesaydyan (Operational Directive) $§n1ALENSIELDII8NITUIAN
Tuusssundudedlilaneglueuunvesnudnlig srensiiunuvesnsaninusssuniu

noallivesuyweif (Representative list) #3osignisusanimusssunidudeslalads

¥ INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE
CULTURAL HERITAGE, Tenth session, Windhoek, Namibia, 30 November to 4
December 2015, p.10.

* Barbara Torggler, E. S. R. "Evaluation of Unesco’s Standard-Setting Work of the

Culture Sector Part | — 2003 Convention for the Safecuarding of the Intanegible

Cultural Heritage." P.37, 2013.

>t Expert Meeting on Community Involvement in Safeguarding Intangible Cultural

Heritage: Towards the Implementation of the 2003 convention , P.6
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> Article 13(b) of ICH Convention
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> PERIODIC REPORT NO. 00792VIET NAM  [Online]  Available  on

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/periodic-reporting-00460

> UNESCO, Report of the evaluation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage, 2013, p.35.
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% Janet Blake, Commentary on the 2003 UNESCO Convention on the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage, 919487 p.67.



67

3.5.1.4 msaduayuliian1sfnemediuineraans waila uazfaus

a. [

U9 seleulsIve

1% Vo

auda 98 13(0)  lamnuaiusnsallisgnifvsseneeuliinnisfinun3de

o

MIPNUINeIAans inallauasAaly Tiuvasuleuigidelneliynyaaneieadiusnwiusen

'
a o ¥

Jausssundudealulaeg1efiuse@nsnin Ingnizag19danuusanimusssunivaaslilan

[

[ 1 LY a 1 57 =2 o ad 2 v aay 14
1 wﬂa&ﬂumwaumwLammamig@ma FanusnslildunusnsalNnaeanisn

Y I

ndgnuluniasgiudniunisieaivayueganiwnuignui dilusesdnwy 899133

[ [ a

WWudndvnn1sns ol munnve1ss andun1sWaIuIN1TITeN1AIUANeNAIans atlalay

a & = adaw 58 = g a 4 ¥ Yo o ' P
AaUy SIUNITLLUYUIDIY ézmLﬂummwaﬂmumiwmmagmaamLaa’nwamfjfymuaz

[y

wmandlelunsanuinuusanimussauidudoslalld sUuvumsiRmdun Soild
galuldun nsliinunyweiner {ldermgviotninmsasiiufidneg edmamdayats
anmdguifioniuuinienisudly luvisnsdenadarindulassmsausnileluseiu
2iinna Tuns¥i13ds ieluvnsdinnsdmiideerafinainnisfiniisnuve s$slkaany
Safofuaniumeinereans uenaninmsisedadudumiesnssuiunmslunisda
ensusanTausTsaAfudedlld Suluununmsuitlunsanuinuusanausssui
Fusodlallfvassgniiiu sndegns ludsemadfaadldaduayusudssinalidinsfnuide
TuSessaniausssuidudoslild Tnsfaunisnislmie Wefnwidmansznuveseydny,
Tvhemsanudnvusaniausssundudodils lnelvegneldnismuauvesigitedesiul
Thinsfolendsslenimsludandsdveanguauunanguainnisatvayuiiy Tulssna
aulddnassdudmiunsifedmiutondoifunsantaussruiidudelaldnase du
melulszna wazseduseninalssmea Wisadenseuanudaings IiAnn s luses

o Y] (o v v 259
ﬂ']ﬁaﬂ']uaﬂ%ﬂllﬁﬂﬂ')WUﬁiﬁﬂJﬁﬁlUmaﬂlﬂJiﬂ

> Article 13 (c) of ICH Convention

> Janet Blake, Commentary on the 2003 UNESCO Convention on the Safeguarding of

the Intaneible Cultural Heritage, 919487 p.68

> Barbara Torggler, Ekaterina Sediakina-Riviére. "Evaluation of Unesco’s Standard-
Setting Work of the Culture Sector Part | — 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage." (2013): p.37.



68

3.5.1.5 nsimualdunsnsimvanzaamienguang namatia n19ns

USHIS  HAZNI9NI5eY

£ [ o

UBNINNIMUUATeIN MsTuUNUsEnnvesusAnIaLsssNATUfadlila Lazdar

o o I

ensusanTmusssuniudedliliniglueiaunsgnifieas sudyara Muasgnia

LABIANUANINTNTNNUITAUATUNYYUIY ANUNATA ATUNITUIMITUNATEY LageU

ALY

A13AAUALIATNITTAUNLIETINITAIMUANIATNISTTLANNZHUATUN UNNY HIU
a Y 1 a X | a ' PN v " A
WALA AMUNITUNATBILAZAIUNITINY GUUN'ﬂVTlI IG]EJiJmmgﬂ‘wmEJVIR]%IM@J’]G]iﬂ’]‘JLVaWULUu

mssulseiuiusanimusssundudeslilivgmssegsely Fanasnistiwiuasivuaiie

(1) a¥ransadvayuuazasinnuduudsvesaaitusnee lun1sdalnousy
(Training) Tuisesusanimusssundudsslilavazdnnisatenenusanimusssuidunaslals

1 a -di’ d‘ ! d‘ o ¥ d‘
NIULINILLAEWUNANE) ARl INBNITLENIDDNUBINAITY

(2) SUTRINIsNRNsAnTRaIusssUNTUAeslle TuvazRenfuAdaLa1snlundnaiss
Uszmallunisindausandausssundudacliladumes  deluwsastiidunisinsomsnday
mMetyuiAeI ool NiNANUANAENS LAL A NS UNIIAIUNITAIVBINTANTRILGT TN
Av v "% 60
Pudeslulanie

[y

(3) NMSIARIANNTUNBDIIUSINTIBNTNINULIAN TR USISUNIUF B9k e wazeue

vy Y =2 o 61
ﬂ'J']iJﬁ%ﬂ'Jﬂiﬁﬂ\lﬂ'ﬁl’sﬂ"lﬂﬂﬂ\‘iﬂaﬁlﬁ

! @ a

Tugnesnstnasiunude 13 veseudyaiy 19a1i “Sganfneneuiagsuses (State
A

Parties shall endeavor) 71UN1TEIIUINYY WU wazdwaSY (development and

. o do v oy owmw o a,62 o v
promo’uon) Niﬂﬂ?@uﬂﬁiiﬂ%ﬁmﬁaﬂlﬂiﬂﬂﬁEJI‘L!E]’]EN’]L‘U@%@ﬂiiﬂ']ﬂ N1TEIUINYINTUUY

BzUIUNUYEATe 13 4 vinganuiensanusnwinuaumnglute 2(3) ilananlulan

%0 Park, S. Y. On Intaneible Heritagse Safecuarding Governance: An Asia-Pacific Context.

1 ed. Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2013.
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% Janet Blake, Commentary on the 2003 UNESCO Convention on the Safeguarding of
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o Article 26 of ICH Convention
* Article 26 (5) of ICH Convention
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" Article 7 (e) of ICH Convention

" Article 10 of ICH Convention

" UNESCO. Operational Directives for the Implementation of the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage [Online]. 2016. Available from:
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/directives [29 March 2016.
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unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001459/145919e.pdf
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. UNESCO, Media kit, Press resources on the 9th session of the Committee, p.13.

2014. [Online]. Available from http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/press-resources-
00753

* Article 16 (2) of ICH Convention

* Article 31 of ICH Convention

® UNESCO, Media kit, Press resources on the 9th session of the Committee, p.13.
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5 Intergovernmental Committee, First Extraordinary Session, Chengdu, China - 23 to
27 May 2007. [Online] Available from
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/00192-EN-PDF.pdf

* General Assembly, Operational Directive, paragraph 62

* General Assembly, Operational Directive, paragraph 13
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» UNESCO,  Tugging rituals and games, [Online] Available  from

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/RL/tugging-rituals-and-games-01080

*” UNESCO. Browse the Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Register of Best
Safeguarding Practices [Online]. 2015. Available from:
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/lists [1 April 2016].
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”> UNESCO. "Purpose of the Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage and of the Register of
Best Safeguarding Practices." http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/purpose-of-the-

lists-00807.
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" UNESCO. "Decision of the Intergovernmental Committee: 10.Com 10.A.5."

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/decisions/10.COM/10.A.5.
” UNESCO. '"Decision of the Intergovernmental Committee: 6.Com 8.9."

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/decisions/6.COM/8.9.
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*® UNESCO. "ltern 14 of the Provisional Agenda: Evaluation of the Nominations for
Inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding "
In Intereovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural

Heritage, Fourth session, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 12-14, 2009.
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” General Assembly, Operational Directive, para 7
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* Article 25 (3) of ICH Convention
” Article 27 of ICH Convention
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(Intangible cultural heritage Fund)
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9% Article 25 (3) of ICH Convention
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3.8 msUsAuldendaysy (Enforcement)

dielveudyan lasunistaduldednaiiusedninm sudya1itnienisanusng

[

usandmusssuniudesldlaladalviinalnlunisdeduldoudygyrv iweiiduguanis

ALIuN5U0935N1AR19e) Tuaydyan Aewalull
3.8.1  FWUNANIAEUIUY (Reporting)

aydy1IIMIenNITanusnyINsanIausssunIudeslilaladaliissuunisdnii

v 1

F189UNaN13ANTLU (Reporting System) Tagsieaiunan1saiuunazinisdsliund

UseguAENIIUNITY Vasaudyn1Y WWelivinn13nsi9aeu (Examine) auundeyaAves
o v v 1105
audty 9o 70 laun

9

"% Article 27 of ICH Convention

"% Article 25 (4) of ICH Convention
"% Article 25 (5) of ICH Convention
"% Article 25 (6) of ICH Convention

105 General Assembly, Operational Directive, Paragraph 160.
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3.8.1.1 NITUIUNITATITFBUITIZIUAITANTUIUYBITFNNA

nszvIunslunsiTsanaradeuTsnumssiiunuty wwduanmsiisnds
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a¥A31 fHATUUNENTIA0U (Examine) wazasUnan13aniluay (Periodic reporting) Laus
DA o o = ' O A 106« o

TAwnnuseyuaivynigniA (General Assembly) Tuusiagasaninisuseyy  (HowInadwY

sganAtuluesinsasanvesaydyni (Sovereign Body) lasunsuiamanisaniuauves

©

ydyan axfiarsaniinuduludesnisaiduau (Implementation) A9nssusigg an

oy
Aoy

UL

wanantuazdninsewnsaely tiuuwaiuszguauznssunisa msiuduy

ANUAU

3.8.2 NMsUsiiUNaLazNISAsIRFUNISRUNTULA8ETNUSNNS ASIERU
ANU @LLamEﬂu (Evaluation and Internal Audit by The Office of Internal

Oversight Service : OIOS)

a

nsruunIMivguaveeydyy1 enguuuuniliaenisusaidunanisaniiunulag

Y

d1nU3n1s asiaeu My guaniglu (The Office of Internal Oversight Service : OIOS)

106 Article 30 of ICH Convention
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(1) M3n5IvdeUN1IRUNElY (Internal Audit)
(2) mMsUsziliung (Evaluation)

(3) MsdauaIU (Investigation)107

n1sanduuveteudyyriiiensanuinwmusaninusssundudeslilavgn
nIRdeULazifugualagd1inuInig nTvaey Aty quanielu (The Office of Internal
Oversight Service : OlOS) 983 UNESCO viauua 2 1399Aan13Usziliuna (Evaluation) uag

A159529aaUMsHuNely (Internal Audit)
(1) nsUsesuNa (Evaluation)

Aen15UsEIluna (Evaluation Section) veswdlinu3in1s asaaeu My guaniglu (The

o a

Office of Internal Oversight Service : OIOS) 2zALHUNITUTLHUNANITANLTUIIUVD

1 ;% U

AUAYIIIIENITANUSNYINIANTHIUTTTUNIUF0alUle Taslinszulun1sAnwinuniu

o

(review) Lenans (Documentation)  7ITasivoydyni 1y untygRvesoudaynn®

a

unujURn1s (Operational Directive) $189MUKNaNIATNITUYBI3FNA (Periodic Reports)
NANISNANTUINISAUDTUNELTEUNTANTAUSTTUNIUAB9LULA (Nomination)  wagHaNS

ﬁmammaaﬁuaqumwmﬁwmﬁaawdmﬂizmcﬁ (International Assistance) Wudu e
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Fudedlals uavladnvinsreaulud a.e. 2013 Tus1ea1udes “Evaluation of UNESCO’s

Standard-setting Work of the Culture Sector Part | — 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, FINAL REPORT”

o7 Office of Internal Oversight Services, Mission and Mandate [Online]. 2016. Available
from https://oios.un.org/page?slug=mandate

18 http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/I0OS-EVS-PI-129 REV.-EN.pdf
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(2) NMsnsvdauNsRuNely (Internal Audit)

AeMINIRTIaEeUNTEY (Audit Section) wesd1inuINg AsIadey MU guaniely

(The Office of Internal Oversight Service : 0IOS) 1Hunursauiivhminfinsrvaeunisld
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o
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Ao v M v a Y] a I d' o
ndusesliliazgnasiaaeuluasnifertueydyyifegluveutiesesimusssu (Cultural

g7

Sector) duUsznauluaie

- 1954 Convention on Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed

Conflict (1" Protocol and 2" Protocol)
- 1970 Convention on Fighting Against the Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property
- 1972 Convention Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
- 2001 Convention on Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage
- 2003 Convention on Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

- 2005 Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural

Expressions

H18N19N19MT39d9UN13HU (Audit Section) A¥WIN15ATIAFOUNITHU Usenaunu

o v

N3gUIUNTANTIUNIIIUBLA YN wagdzyindawugll (Recommendation) Mwanzasly

n39nasINsidauyssananIstiureteydynv deoll Faeudynninmensanusnyusan

T o q

Tausssundusesliloaelasunisnsiaaaunian1sRuniwar 1wl a.a. 2013 Tusigauses

“Audit of the Working Methods of Cultural Conventions” " °

3.9  unaslnwvasaydy (Sanction)

AupudyIinien1saIusneusaniausssundudesldlatulalanivuais
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&
unaslnuesgnAn U URmuiusnstlveseydyy Mlaunse Tiflsuseinsanednsstiu
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(%
[ v A
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q o

" Internal Audit: https://oios.un.org/page?slug=audit
1o http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/I0S-AUD-2013-06-EN.pdf
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"2 Barbara Torggler, E. S. R. "Evaluation of Unesco’s Standard-Setting Work of the
Culture Sector Part | — 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage." p.28, 2013.
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" Barbara Torggler, E. S. R. "Evaluation of Unesco’s Standard-Setting Work of the
Culture Sector Part | — 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage." p.28, 2013.
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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization hereinafter referred to as UNESCO, meeting in Paris, from 29
September to 17 October 2003, at its 32nd session,

Referring to existing international human rights instruments, in particular to
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights of 1948, the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966, and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights of 1966,

Considering the importance of the intangible cultural heritage as a mainspring
of cultural diversity and a guarantee of sustainable development, as underscored in
the UNESCO Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and
Folklore of 1989, in the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of 2001,
and in the Istanbul Declaration of 2002 adopted by the Third Round Table of
Ministers of Culture,

Considering the deep-seated interdependence between the intangible
cultural heritage and the tangible cultural and natural heritage,

Recognizing that the processes of globalization and social transformation,
alongside the conditions they create for renewed dialogue among communities, also
give rise, as does the phenomenon of intolerance, to grave threats of deterioration,
disappearance and destruction of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular owing
to a lack of resources for safeguarding such heritage,

Being aware of the universal will and the common concern to safeguard the
intangible cultural heritage of humanity,

Recognizing that communities, in particular indigenous communities, groups
and, in some cases, individuals, play an important role in the production,
safeguarding, maintenance and recreation of the intangible cultural heritage, thus
helping to enrich cultural diversity and human creativity,

Noting the far-reaching impact of the activities of UNESCO in establishing
normative instruments for the protection of the cultural heritage, in particular the
Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972,

Noting further that no binding multilateral instrument as yet exists for the
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safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage,

Considering that existing international agreements, recommendations and
resolutions concerning the cultural and natural heritage need to be effectively
enriched and supplemented by means of new provisions relating to the intangible
cultural heritage,

Considering the need to build greater awareness, especially among the
younger generations, of the importance of the intangible cultural heritage and of its
safeguarding,

Considering that the international community should contribute, together
with the States Parties to this Convention, to the safeguarding of such heritage in a
spirit of cooperation and mutual assistance,

Recalling UNESCO’s programmes relating to the intangible cultural heritage, in
particular the Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of
Humanity,

Considering the invaluable role of the intangible cultural heritage as a factor
in bringing human beings closer together and ensuring exchange and understanding
among them,

Adopts this Convention on this seventeenth day of October 2003

I. General provisions
Article 1 - Purposes of the Convention

The purposes of this Convention are:

(a) to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage;

(b)to ensure respect for the intangible cultural heritage of the communities,
groups and individuals concerned;

(c) to raise awareness at the local, national and international levels of the
importance of the intangible cultural heritage, and of ensuring mutual appreciation
thereof;

(d)to provide for international cooperation and assistance.

Article 2 - Definitions
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For the purposes of this Convention,

1 The “intangible cultural heritage” means the practices, representations,
expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and
cultural spaces associated therewith — that communities, groups and, in some cases,
individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage.

This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment,
their interaction with nature and their history, and provides them with a sense of
identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human
creativity. For the purposes of this Convention, consideration will be given solely to
such intangible cultural heritage as is compatible with existing international human
rights instruments, as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among
communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development.

2 The “intangible cultural heritage”, as defined in paragraph 1 above, is
manifested inter alia in the following domains:

(a) oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the
intangible cultural heritage;

(b) performing arts;

(c) social practices, rituals and festive events;

(d) knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;

(e) traditional craftsmanship.

3 “Safeguarding” means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the
intangible cultural heritage, including the identification, documentation, research,
preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through
formal and non-formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects
of such heritage.

4 “States Parties” means States which are bound by this Convention and
among which this Convention is in force.

5 This Convention applies mutatis mutandis to the territories referred to in
Article 33 which become Parties to this Convention in accordance with the

conditions set out in that Article. To that extent the expression “States Parties” also
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refers to such territories.

Article 3 - Relationship to other international instruments
Nothing in this Convention may be interpreted as:

(a) altering the status or diminishing the level of protection under the 1972
Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of
World Heritage properties with which an item of the intangible cultural heritage is
directly associated; or

(b) affecting the rights and obligations of States Parties deriving from any
international instrument relating to intellectual property rights or to the use of

biological and ecological resources to which they are parties.

Il. Organs of the Convention
Article 4 - General Assembly of the States Parties

1 A General Assembly of the States Parties is hereby established, hereinafter
referred to as “the General Assembly”. The General Assembly is the sovereign body
of this Convention.

2 The General Assembly shall meet in ordinary session every two years. It may
meet in extraordinary session if it so decides or at the request either of the
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
or of at least one-third of the States Parties.

3 The General Assembly shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure.

Article 5 - Intergovernmental Committee for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
1 An Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”, is hereby established
within UNESCO. It shall be composed of representatives of 18 States Parties, elected
by the States Parties meeting in General Assembly, once this Convention enters into
force in accordance with Article 34.

2 The number of States Members of the Committee shall be increased to 24
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once the number of the States Parties to the Convention reaches 50.

Article 6 - Election and terms of office of States Members of the Committee
1 The election of States Members of the Committee shall obey the principles
of equitable geographical representation and rotation.
2 States Members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years
by States Parties to the Convention meeting in General Assembly.
3 However, the term of office of half of the States Members of the Committee
elected at the first election is limited to two years. These States shall be chosen by
lot at the first election.
4 Every two years, the General Assembly shall renew half of the States
Members of the Committee.
5 It shall also elect as many States Members of the Committee as required to

fill vacancies.

6 A State Member of the Committee may not be elected for two consecutive
terms.
7 States Members of the Committee shall choose as their representatives

persons who are qualified in the various fields of the intangible cultural heritage.

Article 7 - Functions of the Committee

Without prejudice to other prerogatives granted to it by this Convention, the
functions of the Committee shall be to:

(a) promote the objectives of the Convention, and to encourage and monitor
the implementation thereof;

(b) provide guidance on best practices and make recommendations on
measures for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

(c) prepare and submit to the General Assembly for approval a draft plan for
the use of the resources of the Fund, in accordance with Article 25;

(d) seek means of increasing its resources, and to take the necessary measures
to this end, in accordance with Article 25;

(e) prepare and submit to the General Assembly for approval operational
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directives for the implementation of this Convention;

(f)  examine, in accordance with Article 29, the reports submitted by States
Parties, and to summarize them for the General Assembly;

(g) examine requests submitted by States Parties, and to decide thereon, in
accordance with objective selection criteria to be established by the Committee and
approved by the General Assembly for:

(i) inscription on the lists and proposals mentioned under Articles 16, 17

and 18;
(i) the granting of international assistance in accordance with Article 22.
Article 8 - Working methods of the Committee
1 The Committee shall be answerable to the General Assembly. It shall report

to it on all its activities and decisions.

2 The Committee shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure by a two-thirds
majority of its Members.

3 The Committee may establish, on a temporary basis, whatever ad hoc
consultative bodies it deems necessary to carry out its task.

4 The Committee may invite to its meetings any public or private bodies, as
well as private persons, with recognized competence in the various fields of the

intangible cultural heritage, in order to consult them on specific matters.

Article 9 - Accreditation of advisory organizations
1 The Committee shall propose to the General Assembly the accreditation of
nongovernmental organizations with recognized competence in the field of the
intangible cultural heritage to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee.
2 The Committee shall also propose to the General Assembly the criteria for

and modalities of such accreditation.

Article 10 - The Secretariat
1 The Committee shall be assisted by the UNESCO Secretariat.
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2 The Secretariat shall prepare the documentation of the General Assembly
and of the Committee, as well as the draft agenda of their meetings, and shall

ensure the implementation of their decisions.

lll. Safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage at the national level

Article 11 - Role of States Parties
Each State Party shall:
(@) take the necessary measures to ensure the safeguarding of the
intangible cultural heritage present in its territory;
(b) among the safeguarding measures referred to in Article 2,
paragraph 3, identify and define the various elements of the intangible
cultural heritage present in its territory, with the participation of

communities, groups and relevant nongovernmental organizations.

Article 12 - Inventories
1 To ensure identification with a view to safeguarding, each State Party shall
draw up, in @ manner geared to its own situation, one or more inventories of the
intangible cultural heritage present in its territory. These inventories shall be regularly
updated.
2 When each State Party periodically submits its report to the Committee, in

accordance with Article 29, it shall provide relevant information on such inventories.

Article 13 - Other measures for safeguarding
To ensure the safeguarding, development and promotion of the intangible cultural
heritage present in its territory, each State Party shall endeavour to:

(@) adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the
intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding
of such heritage into planning programmes;

(b) designate or establish one or more competent bodies for the

safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory;



199

(c) foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, as well as
research methodologies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the
intangible cultural heritage, in particular the intangible cultural heritage in
danger;

(d) adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial
measures aimed at:

(i) fostering the creation or strengthening of institutions for training in the
management of the intangible cultural heritage and the transmission of such heritage
through forums and spaces intended for the performance or expression thereof;

(i) ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage while respecting
customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage;

(iii) establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural

heritage and facilitating access to them.

Article 14 - Education, awareness-raising and capacity-building
Each State Party shall endeavour, by all appropriate means, to:
(@) ensure recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the
intangible cultural heritage in society, in particular through:
(i) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes, aimed at
the general public, in particular young people;
(i) specific educational and training programmes within the communities
and groups concerned,;
(i) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible
cultural heritage, in particular management and scientific research; and
(iv) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;
(b) keep the public informed of the dangers threatening such
heritage, and of the activities carried out in pursuance of this Convention;
(c) promote education for the protection of natural spaces and
places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the

intangible cultural heritage.
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Article 15 - Participation of communities, groups and individuals
Within the framework of its safeguarding activities of the intangible cultural
heritage, each State Party shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation
of communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and

transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management.

IV. Safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage at the international level

Article 16 - Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
1 In order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and
awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural
diversity, the Committee, upon the proposal of the States Parties concerned, shall
establish, keep up to date and publish a Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

2 The Committee shall draw up and submit to the General Assembly for
approval the criteria for the establishment, updating and publication of this
Representative List.

Article 17 - List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
1 With a view to taking appropriate safeguarding measures, the Committee
shall establish, keep up to date and publish a List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding, and shall inscribe such heritage on the List at the
request of the State Party concerned.

2 The Committee shall draw up and submit to the General Assembly for
approval the criteria for the establishment, updating and publication of this List.

3 In cases of extreme urgency — the objective criteria of which shall be
approved by the General Assembly upon the proposal of the Committee - the
Committee may inscribe an item of the heritage concerned on the List mentioned in

paragraph 1, in consultation with the State Party concerned.

Article 18 - Programmes, projects and activities for

the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage
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1 On the basis of proposals submitted by States Parties, and in accordance
with criteria to be defined by the Committee and approved by the General
Assembly, the Committee shall periodically select and promote national, subregional
and regional programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the heritage
which it considers best reflect the principles and objectives of this Convention, taking
into account the special needs of developing countries.

2 To this end, it shall receive, examine and approve requests for
international assistance from States Parties for the preparation of such proposals.

3 The Committee shall accompany the implementation of such projects,
programmes and activities by disseminating best practices using means to be

determined by it.

V. International cooperation and assistance

Article 19 - Cooperation

1 For the purposes of this Convention, international cooperation includes,
inter alia, the exchange of information and experience, joint initiatives, and the
establishment of a mechanism of assistance to States Parties in their efforts to
safeguard the intangible cultural heritage.

2 Without prejudice to the provisions of their national legislation and
customary law and practices, the States Parties recognize that the safeguarding of
intangible cultural heritage is of general interest to humanity, and to that end
undertake to cooperate at the bilateral, subregional, regional and international

levels.

Article 20 - Purposes of international assistance
International assistance may be granted for the following purposes:
(a) the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on the
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding;

(b) the preparation of inventories in the sense of
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Articles 11 and 12;

(@) support for programmes, projects and activities
carried out at the national, subregional and regional levels
aimed at the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

(d) any other purpose the Committee may deem

necessary.

Article 21 - Forms of international assistance

The assistance granted by the Committee to a State Party shall be governed by the

operational directives foreseen in Article 7 and by the agreement referred to in

Article 24, and may take the following forms:

(a)
(b)
(0
(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)

studies concerning various aspects of safeguarding;

the provision of experts and practitioners;

the training of all necessary staff;

the elaboration of standard-setting and other measures;
the creation and operation of infrastructures;

the supply of equipment and know-how;

other forms of financial and technical assistance, including,

where appropriate, the granting of low-interest loans and donations.

Article 22 - Conditions governing international assistance

1 The Committee shall establish the procedure for examining requests for

international assistance, and shall specify what information shall be included in the

requests, such as the measures envisaged and the interventions required, together

with an assessment of their cost.

2 In emergencies, requests for assistance shall be examined by the Committee

as a matter of priority.

3 In order to reach a decision, the Committee shall undertake such studies

and consultations as it deems necessary.

Article 23 - Requests for international assistance
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1 Each State Party may submit to the Committee a request for international

assistance for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its

territory.
2 Such a request may also be jointly submitted by two or more States Parties.
3 The request shall include the information stipulated in Article 22, paragraph

1, together with the necessary documentation.

Article 24 - Role of beneficiary States Parties

1 In conformity with the provisions of this Convention, the international
assistance granted shall be regulated by means of an agreement between the
beneficiary State Party and the Committee.

2 As a general rule, the beneficiary State Party shall, within the limits of its
resources, share the cost of the safeguarding measures for which international
assistance is provided.

3 The beneficiary State Party shall submit to the Committee a report on the

use made of the assistance provided for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural

heritage.
VI. Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
Article 25 - Nature and resources of the Fund
1 A “Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage”, hereinafter

referred to as “the Fund”, is hereby established.
2 The Fund shall consist of funds-in-trust established in accordance with the
Financial Regulations of UNESCO.
3 The resources of the Fund shall consist of:

(a) contributions made by States Parties;

(b) funds appropriated for this purpose by the General Conference of
UNESCO;

(c) contributions, gifts or bequests which may be made by:

(i) other States;

(i) organizations and programmes of the United Nations system,
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particularly the United Nations Development Programme, as well as other
international organizations;
(iii) public or private bodies or individuals;

(d) any interest due on the resources of the Fund,;

(e) funds raised through collections, and receipts from events organized for
the benefit of the Fund;

(f) any other resources authorized by the Fund’s regulations, to be drawn
up by the Committee.
4 The use of resources by the Committee shall be decided on the basis of
guidelines laid down by the General Assembly.
5 The Committee may accept contributions and other forms of assistance for
general and specific purposes relating to specific projects, provided that those
projects have been approved by the Committee.
6 No political, economic or other conditions which are incompatible with the

objectives of this Convention may be attached to contributions made to the Fund.

Article 26 - Contributions of States Parties to the Fund

1 Without prejudice to any supplementary voluntary contribution, the States
Parties to this Convention undertake to pay into the Fund, at least every two years, a
contribution, the amount of which, in the form of a uniform percentage applicable to
all States, shall be determined by the General Assembly. This decision of the General
Assembly shall be taken by a majority of the States Parties present and voting which
have not made the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article. In no case
shall the contribution of the State Party exceed 1% of its contribution to the regular
budget of UNESCO.

2 However, each State referred to in Article 32 or in Article 33 of this
Convention may declare, at the time of the deposit of its instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, that it shall not be bound by the provisions of paragraph
1 of this Article.

3 A State Party to this Convention which has made the declaration referred to

in paragraph 2 of this Article shall endeavour to withdraw the said declaration by
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notifying the Director-General of UNESCO. However, the withdrawal of the
declaration shall not take effect in regard to the contribution due by the State until
the date on which the subsequent session of the General Assembly opens.

4 In order to enable the Committee to plan its operations effectively, the
contributions of States Parties to this Convention which have made the declaration
referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article shall be paid on a regular basis, at least
every two years, and should be as close as possible to the contributions they would
have owed if they had been bound by the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.

5 Any State Party to this Convention which is in arrears with the payment of
its compulsory or voluntary contribution for the current year and the calendar year
immediately preceding it shall not be eligible as a Member of the Committee; this
provision shall not apply to the first election. The term of office of any such State
which is already a Member of the Committee shall come to an end at the time of

the elections provided for in Article 6 of this Convention.

Article 27 - Voluntary supplementary contributions to the Fund
States Parties wishing to provide voluntary contributions in addition to those
foreseen under Article 26 shall inform the Committee, as soon as possible, so as to

enable it to plan its operations accordingly.

Article 28 - International fund-raising campaigns
The States Parties shall, insofar as is possible, lend their support to
international fund-raising campaigns organized for the benefit of the Fund under the

auspices of UNESCO.

VII. Reports

Article 29 - Reports by the States Parties

The States Parties shall submit to the Committee, observing the forms and

periodicity to be defined by the Committee, reports on the legislative, regulatory and



206

other measures taken for the implementation of this Convention.

Article 30 - Reports by the Committee
1 On the basis of its activities and the reports by States Parties referred to in
Article 29, the Committee shall submit a report to the General Assembly at each of
its sessions.
2 The report shall be brought to the attention of the General Conference of

UNESCO.

VIIl. Transitional clause

Article 31 - Relationship to the Proclamation of
Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity

1 The Committee shall incorporate in the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity the items proclaimed “Masterpieces of the Oral and
Intangible Heritage of Humanity” before the entry into force of this Convention.
2 The incorporation of these items in the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity shall in no way prejudge the criteria for future
inscriptions decided upon in accordance with Article 16, paragraph 2.
3 No further Proclamation will be made after the entry into force of this

Convention.

IX. Final clauses
Article 32 - Ratification, acceptance or approval
1 This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by
States Members of UNESCO in accordance with their respective constitutional
procedures.
2 The instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited
with the Director-General of UNESCO.

Article 33 - Accession
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1 This Convention shall be open to accession by all States not Members of
UNESCO that are invited by the General Conference of UNESCO to accede to it.

2 This Convention shall also be open to accession by territories which enjoy
full internal self-government recognized as such by the United Nations, but have not
attained full independence in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV), and which have competence over the matters governed by this Convention,
including the competence to enter into treaties in respect of such matters.

3 The instrument of accession shall be deposited with the Director-General of

UNESCO.

Article 34 - Entry into force
This Convention shall enter into force three months after the date of the
deposit of the thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
but only with respect to those States that have deposited their respective
instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession on or before that date.
It shall enter into force with respect to any other State Party three months after the

deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

Article 35 - Federal or non-unitary constitutional systems
The following provisions shall apply to States Parties which have a federal or non-
unitary constitutional system:

(a) with regard to the provisions of this Convention, the implementation of
which comes under the legal jurisdiction of the federal or central legislative power,
the obligations of the federal or central government shall be the same as for those
States Parties which are not federal States;

(b) with regard to the provisions of this Convention, the implementation of
which comes under the jurisdiction of individual constituent States, countries,
provinces or cantons which are not obliged by the constitutional system of the
federation to take legislative measures, the federal government shall inform the
competent authorities of such States, countries, provinces or cantons of the said

provisions, with its recommendation for their adoption.
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Article 36 - Denunciation
1 Each State Party may denounce this Convention.
2 The denunciation shall be notified by an instrument in writing, deposited
with the Director-General of UNESCO.
3 The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the receipt of the
instrument of denunciation. It shall in no way affect the financial obligations of the

denouncing State Party until the date on which the withdrawal takes effect.

Article 37 - Depositary functions
The Director-General of UNESCO, as the Depositary of this Convention, shall
inform the States Members of the Organization, the States not Members of the
Organization referred to in Article 33, as well as the United Nations, of the deposit of
all the instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession provided for in

Articles 32 and 33, and of the denunciations provided for in Article 36.

Article 38 - Amendments
1 A State Party may, by written communication addressed to the Director-
General, propose amendments to this Convention. The Director-General shall
circulate such communication to all States Parties. If, within six months from the
date of the circulation of the communication, not less than one half of the States
Parties reply favourably to the request, the Director-General shall present such

proposal to the next session of the General Assembly for discussion and possible

adoption.
2 Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of States Parties present
and voting.
3 Once adopted, amendments to this Convention shall be submitted for

ratification, acceptance, approval or accession to the States Parties.

4 Amendments shall enter into force, but solely with respect to the States
Parties that have ratified, accepted, approved or acceded to them, three months
after the deposit of the instruments referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article by two-

thirds of the States Parties. Thereafter, for each State Party that ratifies, accepts,
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approves or accedes to an amendment, the said amendment shall enter into force
three months after the date of deposit by that State Party of its instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.
5 The procedure set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 shall not apply to
amendments to Article 5 concerning the number of States Members of the
Committee. These amendments shall enter into force at the time they are adopted.
6 A State which becomes a Party to this Convention after the entry into force
of amendments in conformity with paragraph 4 of this Article shall, failing an
expression of different intention, be considered:

(a) as a Party to this Convention as so amended; and

(b) as a Party to the unamended Convention in relation to any State Party

not bound by the amendments.

Article 39 - Authoritative texts
This Convention has been drawn up in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian

and Spanish, the six texts being equally authoritative.

Article 40 - Registration
In conformity with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, this
Convention shall be registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations at the

request of the Director-General of UNESCO.
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