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This thesis offers a study of the the noble man’s imaginative power as a
prominent source for constructing the noble man’s self and the ren community. For the
noble man, the imaginative power is considered a significant process of self-cultivation
and self-construction and a simultaneous construction of the ren community at various
levels. Understanding the noble man’s imaginative power leads to a possible perception
of a new image of the noble man as a highly creative person who successfully develops
an enchanting and fulfilling way of life in creating a harmonious, flourishing and truly
human community.

The noble man’s imaginative power is a type of power which the noble man
utilitizes in approaching an ideality and transforming an ideality into a state of best
possibility as well. With the imaginative power, the noble man could construct the ren
community at various levels. At the individual level, the noble man offers a model of
moral cultivation and offer critical moral commentaries for the people. At the social level,
the noble man is a representation of the imaginative ren community which demonstrates
ren as a symbolic power. At the historical level, he constructs the ren community
through a construction of collective memory and “plays with” the concept of ren as a
normative principle. This Thesis also presents an image of the noble man as a ruler. It
shows how the noble man illustrates some degree of ren and de as an ideal moral ruler
and how he creates a system of ren language as a rectification of names and also
shows how he alleviates social tensions by bringing harmony into the community.

Department : __Philosophy. Student’s Signature
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Michael Bonnette and Stefaan Cuypers , Autonomy and Authenticity in Education Philosophy of Education . Nigel

Blake, Paul Smeyers, Richard Smith and Paul Standish (ed.) (Oxford: Blackwell Wiley, 2003), p.335.
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