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# # 548 66114 35 : MAJOR THAI DANCE
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SUNANTHA KETLEK: DANCE PATTERNS, STYLES AND POSTURES
DEPICTING THE FEMALE PROTAGONIST S PROCESS OF DRESSING IN
INAO COURT DRAMA. ADVISOR: PHUSADEE LIMSCHOON, 442 pp.

The objective of this research is to study the dance patterns, styles and postures
depicting the female protagonist's process of dressing in Inao court drama. The research was
conducted by the studies of literatures, textbooks and some other relevant books, personal
interviews and observations, and transitions of dancing styles from professors and experts in
Thai dancing art.

The findings of this study showed that process of dressing is a dance pattern presenting
the protagonist’s showering and dressing which reflects the tradition and customs in the court
and the tradition of ordinary people. As it is the belief that water symbolizes the purity and
fortune, there is the process of showering and dressing before performing important ceremonies.
In Thai dancing art, literary works inscribed tradition and custom are represented through dance
postures in the process of dressing. This aims to emphasize the aesthetics of graceful and
artistic performance, especially the female protagonist’'s process of dressing in Inao court drama,
which the process will be accomplished before setting off the journey, welcoming the
considerable guests, and participating or performing the significant ceremonies.

The dance patterns, styles and postures depicting the female protagonist's process of
dressing in Inao court drama are consisted of three major features including 1) the dance
postures, 2) the lyrics and melody used in the performance, and 3) the dressing style and head-
gear. The performer is necessary to posture in the dance style of the court drama, which is not
only graceful, artistic and magnificent but also concealed with attractive power and fascination.
The dance postures are performed and conformed to the showering and dressing of the
protagonist based on the lyrics in the standard of Thai dancing art in order to emphasize the
fineness of the costume and the splendor of the costume jewelry put on the protagonist.

The female protagonist’s process of dressing in Inao court drama seemingly presents the value
and significance of Thai dancing art related to the tradition, belief, and female dressing in the

ancient court and it is worth continuing the conservation and development.

Department : Dance Student’s Signature

Academic Year :_ 2013

Field of Study : ... Thai Dance Advisor’s Signature
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