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# #5084905228 : MAJOR DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATION

KEY WORD: KOREAN STAR /MANIAC/ ATTITUDE / THAI TEENAGERS
WORANUCH TANTIWITIDPONG : KOREAN SINGERS MANIAC AMONG THAI TEENAGERS.
THESIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. UBOLWAN PREMSRIRAT, 220 pp.

The objective of this research work is to look into different facets of Thai teens’ obsession
with Korean singers, including behaviors of these teens, consequential problems from their
behaviors, exposure of the sample group to Korean media, and their attitudes toward the Korean
idols. The sample group comprises young Bangkok residents aged 15-25. The research was
carried out in two parts: a qualitative study through in-depth interview with 25 Thai teenagers who
are infatuated with Korean singers and a quantitative study in form of questionnaire survey among

400 respondents. SPSS program was used as data analysis tool for the quantitative study.

The findings reveal that Thai teenagers who are infatuated with Korean singers engage
themselves in personal research about their idols, mostly by browsing the Internet. Other activities
include hunting for artist-specific collectibles, going to concert of these singers, following them from
place to place, crafting items to be given to them as gift, making artist-related items for sale,
creating dedicated blogs or online social network, reading and writing about the idols, doing cover

dance, and studying Korean language.

The majority of Thai teens have positive attitude towards Korean singers, predominantly
because of the outer appeal of these teen idols, followed respectively by their talents and the craze
for whatever is Korean. The degree of infatuation with Korean idols is moderate among the majority,
and the obsession is shown emotionally by most, followed by behavioral expression of their fixation.
In terms of exposure to information about the Korean singers they like, personal media was found to
be the channel of highest frequency, followed by mass media and participation in organized

activities, respectively.

Results from the study also suggest that problems which follow craze for Korean teen idols
include waste of time and money, undesirable habits of telling lies or borrowing money, and risks

from going physically after these singers.

Department: ............ Public Relations............ Student’'s signature : ...
Field of study : ..Development Communication.. Principal advisor’s signature : .......................

Academic year @ ............. 20080
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