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KEY WORD:  SRITHANONCIHAL, ITING OF €1UeN8UTT, FOLRTALE, VOLITICAL
CONSPIRACY, CONTEXTUAL AMALYS1S
Pot. Capt. M.L., Santikorn Vorawan : Political lwplication 1in
"Srithanonchai' Advisor : A=sisr, Prof. Chaiyan Chalyaporn 72
pp. I53BN 974-333.082-8

This. research was conducted with a view to examine the
nol {tical rmplication embadded in traditionnl Thai literature entitied
"s3rjthanonchai'. The litecrature {s of distinct charactearistic rarely
found amonp other contemporary Tha{ literatures, This special quelity
1iea in the literature's comedic nuaner which seems to direct towasrds
the humiliation of the Monarch., fhe existence of such literacure shonoly
contrasts with the well-establlshed fact that during the reign of
Absoul te Monarchy, the Monarch constitutes the only soverecign power to
which oot even a sligbt humiliation is atltempted. The guthor of this
work therefore porpase that we interpret this particular phenomenon as
representing a special means by which people sought to relzase and
dispiay their polftical frustratifon towards thelr rulers, besides other
possible ulterior motivea.

The naterials used in thia research {s the verse version of
""Srithanonchai';namely the one publighed and distrlbuted on an occacsion
of Mrs. Chid Suphasidhi's cremation in year 1968 and others versions
avajlable, The mrithodoloay employed in this study comnrises text-analy-
ais and historical contexl-analvsis.

The hypothesis =et out as conceptual framework for this study
can be stated as follows; textual components of the literanture managed to
deuveribe the actual inksroction hetween the literature's texta:and the
political cllmate of the period within which it orlglanatad. The
lLiterature also serves as the medlum throwugh which ordinary people could
express publicly thelr frustration toward the rulers.

Resul ta Crom the research reveals that a number of different
Srithanonchat narratives could be found scattering in various regions of
the country, Some versions could not avan be traced back to thelr
apecific orieinsg and dates of inventine, Thev thug rondered the test of
the hypothesis sot out extraewrely lmprobable. The auther thecelove
rosnrt mainly to che voree version of "Srithanonchai” and resuits of
aralyais burned down the hvnothesis ov the grounds that it lacks
ppivically snd historically solid bisls., The version which congtitutes
the object of investigation, howevevr, dliffers (rom okhers in varlous and
fiztinct remards. On basis of this diffevence, it enahles the author to
specify that the version was not {ntended as much to arrve merely as a
comedy or as the means by whizh ordinary people gousht to express their
political frustration brought about by opprescive recgime as to serve as
the decisive mreane for achleving particular poltitleal purposes.
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