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# #4080117022 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEY WORD: THAI TRICOLOUR / STATE IDEOLOGY
CHANIDA PROMPAYAK : THAI TRICOLOUR AND THE CONSOLIDATION OF
STATE IDEOLOGY, 1916 — 1977. THESIS ADVISOR : SUD CHONCHIRDSIN,
Ph. D. 172 pp. ISBN 974-346-396-8.

This thesis aims to study attempts of Thai governments from the reign of King Rama VI
to the beginning of the Thanin Kraivixien regime to make Thai tricolour meaningful as a sacred

symbol and as a means of instilling state ideologies into its people.

Thai tricolour was first made national flag by King Rama VI. It was also he who first
explained the meanings of different colours of the flag, i.e. red represented the nation, white
represented Buddhism whilst blue symbolised monarchy. After the 1932 “revolution”, the
Phraya Phahol and Phiboon regimes added new meanings to the Thai tricolour. It was then a
sacred symbol of the nation which deserved great respect because it represented national
independence and sovereignty. Rules and rites in connection with the flag were regulated and
implemented in order to further strengthen its importance. Among these rites, the most
significant one was the daily flag salute in the morning and the evening. Thanks to rules and
rites, Thai tricolour became an important and sacred symbol of Thai nationhood and political
power since the first regime of Phiboon. Later on, it was used as a political symbol of
ideological warfare by different groups in the kingdom as clearly demonstrated in the communist

movements against the government and in the 14 October 1973 and 6 October 1976 incidents.
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. Whitney Smith, The Flag Book of the United States (New York: William Morrow and Company,
1970), p. 80.

14 “Flag,” in The Encyclopedia Americana vol. 11, p. 354. ﬁwﬂﬁﬂymffﬂdnﬁ “I pledge allegiance
to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all”
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