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# # 5180503022 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: KANTREUM / IDENTITY / CULTURAL HYBRIDIZATION / NORTHERN KHMER / NORTHEASTERN

THAILAND / ETHNIC MINORITY
DIREK HONGTHONG: IDENTITY AND CULTURAL HYBRIDIZATION IN SONGS OF NORTHERN KHMER
SPEAKERS IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF NORTHEASTERN THAILAND. ADVISOR: KLAIRUNG
AMRATISHA, Ph.D., 371 pp.

This thesis aims to study songs of Northern Khmer speakers in the Southern part of
Northeastern Thailand as one of the important genres of written local literature of the country. The data
used consists of 250 albums of Kantreum song produced between the late 1970s and 2011. Three
purposes of this study include: to explore the development of Kantreum song in terms of its
versification, content, and language used in the lyrics, to analyze the identities of Northern Khmer
speakers in the Southern part of Northeastern Thailand as seen in the songs, and to explore the cultural

hybridization in Kantreum song together with social and cultural factors.

Concerning the development of Kantreum lyrics, it is found that classical Kantreum song
employs traditional Khmer versification with contents dealing with life of the old generation of Khmer
speakers and composed in Northern Khmer. Modern Kantreum song, on the other hand, uses both
modern Khmer versification and Thai versification with contents concerning life of the young Khmer
speakers and their interaction with other ethnic groups both inside and outside Thailand. Languages used

in the songs are mainly mixed between Northern Khmer, Thai and Isan.

In terms of cultural hybridization, classical Kantreum song which maintains a high level of
Khmerness is a result of the hybridization between the shared culture of Khmer ethnics and the
Northern Khmer culture with the strong awareness of being Khmer as the main factor of this process. As
for modern Kantreum song, the hybridization between Khmer culture and other cultures, Thai in
particular, makes the song be more Thai than Khmer. The main factors responsible for this process
consist of political influence from the Thai state, cultural influence from other Isan ethnic groups and

globalization.

Identities of Northern Khmer speakers as seen in Kantreum song include shared identities of
every generation (e.g. Northern Khmer speakers of all generations are fervent Buddhist and also heavy
drinkers), dynamic identities of different generations (e.g. Old generation is Khmer while young generation
is Thai), and new identities of the young generation (e.g. Young generation of Khmer speaker is the

inheritor of ancient Khmer culture and civilization in the Thai context).

Department:  Thai Student's Signature
Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016
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“ndnunl” way “dnanval” nauynsudulvgvedlnedydalaldiin “lendnwal” unu
identity wazasuIBAILMINE
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waurynsulunuInuygyr 19U wowrwnsuANYUSYY189ngu-lne avu
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nsiausllagdnivnn1snateaunsil aadisud Wsd way afwu latlsni (Frey  and
Konieczka, 2010) La@uaisldyaisennguiansdeanunsianizveingy vseldanuaninis
AS1UFUNTUUAULAALFUNTUUAUVBINGN 10U NMSITaTTNINNYNAUIY “WINis)” g

[

Wisuiflsunguindu “aseunsh” eatu viemsisuiiisuaindnlunguindu “difos
fu waznisUszneuiinssufiondenasumnuduaungudsddufidudnisniaild
Wiaueshanvaldiny As U121 (Brown, 2010) w@uslsesnsldnwiisrfiuiieuanten
5amwmﬂuﬂumjmﬁmﬁ’u Turauefinnama uwag wosiues (Tajfel and Turner, 1979)
nanfensiauidn AnuAaiu waznisuanseenlutuimsiianndnlunguesuiuuasie
UjuRAIuIsviailduansdndnualdenuls wisndnuaidauiuinisdoamsanuimilouy

WIaAuAAeAAeTuvetanBnlungy wills 93 (Song, 2003) lansedulAnnisnseniinid

)}

1 v o

faegndlsinsnanualillianunsaaduanuuandsls mszdausssunnimusssudiuiiany

v Y

Fudou viainnate fdn1siadeulng Mg wazuUsidsusgnasniial NMsAnwidndnual

[

spuFamslimnudAgysedaanyanasiglugiugdnseii (agents) Nenavinmevnsedases
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onanwalvasnukaznululy (Barth, 1998; Eriksen, 2002; De Vos and Romanucci-Ross,
1995)

WenaifuAIessndnwalyAnug UnIvn1siAnwdndnual Ussinil
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Smalley, 1994; Hutchinson and Smith, 1996; Barth, 1998; Eriksen, 2002; Karner, 2007)
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M93niu (Eriksen, 2002) uagalyd (Kusow, 2011) a5uigdnmsivasuulasienalianmmin
INNGUYIANUTAINaNTNgnIUNqUBNYTETURTIAIY “SndnyalNgnindeandu
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