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# # 5486802035 : MAJOR FINE AND APPLIED ARTS

KEYWORDS: THAI MUSIC COMPQOSITION / RICE / AMPHAWA
KRITSANAPHONG THATSANABANJONG: THE MUSIC OF RICE IN AMPHAWA. ADVISOR:
ASST. PROF.PORNPRAPIT PHOASAVADI, Ph.D., 334 pp.

The aim of the research "The Music of Rice in Amphawa" is to study contexts of
rice culture and performing arts of Samut Songkhram province. It is also aimed to study the
local wisdom of rice farming in Amphawa district, Samut Songkhram in order to compile an
inspiration and information for a Thai music composition " The Music of Rice in
Amphawa". By composing the piece entitled "Rice of Amphawa," this investigation is
conducted on the basis of qualitative research method including documentation,
observations, and interviews with musical experts, Thai musicians in Samut Songkhram, and

rice farmers in Amphawa district of Samut Songkhram.

The research findings revealed that Samut Songkhram, in terms of land size, is the
smallest province in Thailand; however, it remains the center of Thai arts and cultural
heritage. Amphawa is renowned for the source of artists, fruitful land, and also black tiger
prawns and rice farming. Amphawa is the only one of three districts that has paddy farming
area as 0.5 percent of all areas in the province. In addition, there are a lot of rice strains,
which offer main supplies of food productivity to Bangkok. The composition in this study
contains three sections and it is designed to be played by a Piphat ensemble in Thang Nai
mode. The first section is intended to worship Mother Earth, Goddess of Water, and
Goddess of Rice by farmers in Amphawa, Samut Songkhram province. The second section
describes the farmers' tradition related to the rice. The third section celebrates success of
rice produces and harmony of nature in Amphawa. Rhythmic patterns of Two-faced drums
(Taphon) is selected for ritual music in the first part. Rhythmic patterns of double-headed
drums (Klong-Khaek) in hok chan for the second part is newly composed. The rhythmic
patterns of Klong-Khaek and drums (Tone) in the third part are the integration of Thai music
knowledge and indigenous songs of farmers in Amphawa, Samut Songkhram province. The
traditional principle of employing root melodies is employed. The root melodies orginated
in the compositions by ancient music masters in Samut Songkhram as well as a revival of

Paungmalai song which has already vanished from Amphawa.

Field of Study: Fine and Applied Arts Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2016 Advisor's Signature
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