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# # 5480507822 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: THOSACHAT JATAKAS NARRATIVES / MODERN JATAKA LITERATURE / CONVENTION /

CREATIVITY
NATTHAKARN NAKNUAN: THE NARRATIVES OF THOTSACHAT JATAKAS: TRANSMISSION IN
CONTEMPORARY THAI SOCIETY. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.SUCHITRA CHONGSTITVATANA,
Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR: NAMPHUENG PADAMALANGULA, Ph.D., 242 pp.

This dissertation aims at studying content, concept, narrating techniques, forms, and
significance of the Thosachat Jatakas narratives (the Ten Jatakas) in contemporary Thai society. The

data chosen are such narratives written during 1957-2013.

The study finds that the Thosachat Jatakas narratives are modern jataka literature which
are composed both as a separate single story or as a whole set of ten story in various forms with
many narrating techniques: 1) long verse and 2) prose in which they use the delineation and imagery
to create literary emotions and rasas; 3) picture book in which content of the stories is adapted
and pictures are combined to narrate the jataka stories, and reflects the relation between murals
or paintings and the Thosachat Jatakas narration; 4) cartoon and animation in which content and
some details including characters are adapted, added and removed. The Thosachat Jatakas
narratives, in any forms, demonstrate the transmission of stories of the Ten Jatakas from the Jataka-
atthakatha and the concept of the Ten Paramis, both as the bodhisatta path and as virtues for
common people to emulate and practice, in Thai society. Also, the narratives reflect Thai literary
convention concerning jataka literature, namely composing literature as meritorious act, venerating
classical literature and poets as teachers or khru, eulogizing and paying tribute to the monarch,
writing didactic literature, using the narrative structure of the Jataka-atthakatha, and using verse
forms and literary techniques. Meanwhile, the Thosachat Jatakas narratives also reflect some
creativities in order to serve more purposes and various groups of audience. Some narratives maybe
re-reinterpreted but not beyond the border of conveying ideal Buddhist concept and teaching. The
Thosachat Jatakas narratives, therefore, demonstrate that the Ten Jatakas are significant source of
modern Buddhist literature. They not only has an important didactic function, but also show
dynamic process of inheriting traditional literary convention and creating novelties in order to
maintain the value of jataka literature as a great ship bringing people in the contemporary society

to reach the shore of ultimate wisdom.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016 Co-Advisor's Signature
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