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# # 4681906624 : MAJOR POLITICAL SCIENCE

KEYWORDS : THAILAND — AUSTRALIA FREE TRADE POLICY (TAFTA)/
THAKSIN GOVERNMENT / STATE MONOPOLY CAPITALISM / POLICY
COMMUNITY

WORNWALUNCHA ROJANAPOL : POLITICS OF THAILAND — AUSTRALIA
FREE TRADE POLICY. ADVISOR : ANUSORN LIMMANEE, 440 pp.

This thesis aims at studying how Thailand — Australia Free Trade Policy is

made, who take part in its network and gain from this deal.

It is found that Thaksin government has initiated the policy and created its
networks as a policy community. This community consists of three groups of actors —
politicians, government officials and related businessmen. However, the policy —
making process is evidently dominated by the monopoly — capital turned politicians
who play significant role in Thaksin Administration. The policy output, therefore,
mainly benefits the monopoly capital. Under Thaksin government Thailand was
turned into state monopoly capitalism, as its financial crisis in 1997 enabled a group
of monopoly capital to capture state power through democratic means and

subsequently to exploit state authority and apparatuses to their advantage.
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