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Abstract

This research is intended to study the wisdom resources of Tai Yai elderly in Chiang Mai
province concerning their musical culture: particularly performance culture of Tai Yai music that
accompanied the traditions; rites and beliefs related to musical transmission, and symbols and meanings of
Glong gon yao. The results show that the elderly artist's wisdom resources in musical knowledge contain
more details than the later generation’s content. The elderly still maintain the musical performances such
as Glong gon yao, Dharma reading, Hed Kwam, Glong mong seung, Jat Tai Music and the different types
of dances. The wind musical instrument called Pi Nam Tao can be played by one elderly and it is at risk

for extinction.

The study of the rites and beliefs related to the Tai Yai’s musical transmission shows that the
musical knowledge is passing on orally. As for ceremonies and beliefs concerning music ceremonies the
findings indicate strong faith of Tai Yai musicians in Buddhism combined with supernatural beliefs. The
rites reflect the sense of gratitude to the teacher as well as the respect to the elderly. The Tai Yai musical
artist elderly play significant role in passing on their musical wisdom to the next generations. Besides their
willingness to pass on their knowledge, traditions, and ceremonies, these elderly are also good advisers in

reviving, conserving and promoting the Tai Yai’s musical culture.

In regard to the system of symbols and meanings of Glong gon yao, two groups of systems can be
divided. The first system was inducted from the Tai Yai senior citizens’ paradigm, the black color is
mostly used which reflects the connections between life and nature. The second group belongs to the
perception of Tai Yai new generation using the green, yellow, blue and red which displays a political
ideology of the Shan State. Regarding the study of symbols and meanings of 132 Glong gon yao from the
9 districts, it shows that the average length of Glong gon yao is 70 inches. The senior citizens play
important role in preserving the local wisdom and still remain the pillar of the villages in providing
references, supporting traditional festivals, and holding a status of leaders in directing rituals as teachers in

the community.
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